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PREFATORY ADDRESS 


To THE 


PUBLIC AND. THE CRITICS. 


II is a remark, 4 a very juſt. one . 


too, of a late witty and celebrated author, 
that the man who laughs and jokes will 


never hatch treaſon—** Un homme qui rit, 
ne ſera jamais dangereur '—for which very 


reaſon, we fcruple not to give it as our de- 
eided opinion, that whoever contributes 
his mite to amuſe and entertain ſuch of 


his fellow- citizens as have more time upon 


their hands than they well know how to 


diſpenſe with, is eminently entitled to the 


notice and protection of the legiſlature. © 
It is univerſally allowed, that the human 


mind can never continue long inactive; 


it muſt be doing ſomething; and ſurely 
it is better for it to be engaged i in triſtes 


A3 than 


1 
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me! in miſchief: it is better for it to 2 


intrigues in the Cabinet of Venus, than to 


brood over plots againſt Government; better 
for it, even, to be employed in Rrenuous 


* idleneſs, as Doctor Young expreſſes him- 


ſelf, than in forming plans of vaſt defign, 10 
the deftruftion of millions! 


With this view it is that the. Editor of 
"ki preſent Work ſ ubmits his Lucubrations 
to the Public; feeling himſelf induced 


thereto by the pureſt of motives Loyalty 


to the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of the land, 

- and univerſal good - will towards men. 
This point dul) conſidered, it is to be 

+ Honey, that no ſour-faced Critic will prove 

| himſelf fo cynically ill-natured, as to 


ſnarl at follies, for which he has, perhaps; 
loft the reliſh, rather than, the inclination : 


Ain leſs would we wiſh to ſee our labours 


prematurely cenſured. and condemned, 


merely on account of their title! It, is 
true, we propoſe to furniſh a feaſt of good 
things, adequate to the cravings of the 


moſt refined epicure; but, like ſkilful 


"> - apothecaries, we ſhall take eſpecial care 
that our pills ſhall not poſſeſs leſs virtue, 


_ becauſe, they are gt and rendered pa- 
Is eule! Thus the rake and debauchce, 
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above all, the thorough knowled 
human heart, of men and manners, which 
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who would ſhut his ears to the grave pre- 


cepts of a ſermon, will, through the me- 


dium of the preſent Work, find wholeſome 
advice and inſtruction ſteal inſenfibly upon 
his mind, and whilſt his fancy is tickled. 


and amuſed, his heart will be Improved 


and purified.” 


With reſpect to the charafter of the 


Work itſelf, we ſhall leave that for our 
readers to paſs judgment upon; only ob- 
ſetrving, that in happy flights of fancy the 
Spaniards may juſtly boaſt a decided ſupe- 


riority over all other European nations. 


To the truth of this aſſertion the names of 


a Cervantes or a Le Sage bear ample evi- 


dence. Bleſt with an invention fertile, and 
almoſt unbounded, the flowery walks of 


imagination ſeem to be their peculiar pro- 
vince. The rich vein of pleaſantry and 


humour which characterizes their ro- 
mances; the ſtrange and comical adven- 


tures with which they are replete; and, 


ge of the 


they diſplay, are truly wonderful; and 
our aſtonithment is not a little enhanced, T 


when we reflect that the general character | 


of this nation 1 18 grove and folemn to an 


extreme z ; 
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extreme; and that, through : an exceſs of 


national pride, which they are early taught 


to cherith and encourage, they not only 


deſpiſe but even ſedulouſſy avoid all in- 
. tercourſe with foreigners and ſtrangers. 
And yet, if invention be, as is generally 
allowed, the higheſt flight of genius, they 
ſtand unrivalled in this branch of literary 


fame. 


will be found no wiſe derogatory of the 


encomiums we have paſſed upon their 
writings in the aggregate. It is wrought 
up with ſuch inimitable art, that ex- 
pectation is conſtantly kept a tip-toe from 


firſt to-laſt, and the incidents ſpring out 


from, and ſucceed, each other, in a manner 


at once the moſt plauſible, varied, and 


85 diverfified. Whilſt it cauſes a continual 


{mile to relax the features of the coun- 
tenance, it at the ſame time impreſſes the 


| moſt weighty moral upon the heart—and 
cannot, therefore, fail of proving a 


pleaſing and inſtructive companion to 
ev "ory claſs of readers. | 


The pete Work, it 18 preſumed, 
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: Departure of Don N for Ebutt i . | 
racter---Arrives with his wiſe and family at Viſo—— 
Salutary effects of travelling---Mutual love at firſt 


.fght---Uſeful hints to married men, how they may 


_ conceal their amours from the prying eyes: of a wite 


A grievous 8 


8 5 


WAKED be the 3 breath of 1 lid, 
gladdened nature reviving, bade creation ſmile 
around. The earth renewed its wonted verdure, 
whilſt Flora with laviſh hand adorning the groves, 


the meadows and the fields, arrayed and clad them 
in her gayeſt party-coloured liveries. But a truce 
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ood r about, till Fey are worn a fairly 
. In one word, therefore, 


DS, Twas | in [the pleaſant month of May, 
Rog When Nature painted all . gay, ng : 


that a e of accompliſhed manners and ele- 
gant perſon, named DON FERNANDO, ſet out ear- 
Iy in the morning for Madrid, from Ubeda, a town 
of conſiderable note in the province of Andalouſia. 
His anceſtors having on ſeveral occaſions ſigna- 


lized themſelves by their . loyalty and valour, and 


otherwiſe performed important ſervices to the ſtate, 
his deſign was to petition Philip IV. who then 
_ ſwayed the ſceptre of Spain, for the Toiſonx. 
' Young as he was, he had, however, too much know- 
_ ledge of the world to be miſled by that exceſs of 
vanity, which characterizes the generality of the 


Spanith gentry, or to flatter himſelf that the uſual 
delays and formalities of a court would be diſ- 
penſed with in his behalf. Experience had early 
taught him that favours are not to be obtained at 


court without a world of trouble, of delay, and of 
expence. That neither his own perſonal merit, 
nor the ſervices of his anceſtors, could inſure him 


ſucceſs, unleſs backed with the intereſt and influ- 
ence of ſome powerful friend, For theſe reaſons, 


as his ſtay at Madrid promiſed to be longer than he 
might wiſh, he prudently determined to guard 
* the enum. and 1nconyenience, which too . 


La ae, 282 order of the Golden 
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long an abſence from his family might occaſion, 
by carrying his wife and domeſtics along with him. 
Such at leaſt was the reaſon whieh he thought pro- 


per to aſſign to his wife, though there are ſome 


who will needs alledge other motives for this con- 
duct; Don Fernando being, as they pretend, too 
jealous of his honour to run the riſk of having his 
forehead fortified by his cara ſpoſa during his ab- 
ſe hee. „ 


Don Fernando was but juſt turned of ſweet five 


and twenty, Nature had endowed him with an 


elegant exterior, nor were the qualifications of his 
mind in the leaſt degree inferior to his perſonal ac- 
compliſhments. In ſhort, he was every way calculat- 


ed for the hero of ſome moderntragedy or romance, 
one fingle circumſtance excepted, that, whereas, 


the ſaid romantic heroes are in general repreſented. 
as paragons of virtue, conſtancy, and affection; 


Don Fernando, on the other hand, was too fond _ 
of variety to be any other than a general lover, 


and, like the bee, would wander from ſweet to 


ſweet, but never ſettle. He was, it is true, mar- 


ried to an amiable young lady of great beauty and 
engaging manners, named Donna MARIA; but as 


his chief view in this match had been directed to 
the large fortune he inherited with his wife, he no 


ſooner (to preſerve the ſimile of the bee, which 


we at firſt adopted) called her virgin ſweets, than 
he was off in purſuit of ſome other object. Fwo 


years had already elapſed ſince their marriage, dur- 


ing which period he had twice beheld himſelf re- 
generated (if we may be allowed the expreſſion) 
in the perſon of a lovely infant, although Donna 


B 2 M./jria 


Pd 
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thing that were but a petticoat and cap? 
bee, of which he was the true antitype, is not un- 
frequently ſeen to forſake the balm oy boſom of the 
and, in conſe- 
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Maria had not yet ſeen her ende year. Is 1 


not, therefore, next to a paradox, that Don Fer- 
nando ſhould be ſo blind to his own happineſs, as 
to leave ſuch bright and matchleſs charms for the 


lawleſs embraces of inferior beauties; for any 
But the 


roſe, for the dull diſguſting poppy; 


quence of this ſtrange depravity of caſte, which 


ſeems to rule in the male creation from the flea to 
the clephant, it was no uncommon thing to fee one 
of the faireſt, one of the lovelieſt ladies in the 
whole kingdom of Spain, left to ſleep alone, whilſt 
© her huſband was revelling in the arms of ſomẽ 
__ eoarie, ill- fſavoured miſtreſs, 
are the taſtes of men! 


Willingly, indeed, would we have concealed 
from our readers this latter part of our narrative 
(as we fear that many of the fair ſex, for whoſe 


pleaſure and inſtruction this work is principally + 
deſigned, may be apt to take offence, and form an 
ill opinion of our hero for following too faithfully | 
the example of moſt married men in every age 


and country of the world) if the ſtrict regard, 


hich we, in conjunction with the reſt of our 
brother-novelliſts pay to truth, had not repreſented 
ſuch ſilencè as high ly culpable, and altogether in- 


cognatible wita our duty. 
But, to return from this e after a pain- 


: ful and fatiguing journey over hills and dales, our 
travellers, chat is. to fay, Don Fernando, his wife, 
and domeſtics, beheld with pleaſure the lofty moun- 


[tains 


Such, and lo var ious, 
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about ſupper. 5 „ _ 
A certain author (I cannot immediately recol- 
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tains of Sierra Morena lying behind them, and 


the road running now, for the moſt part, acroſs 


even level ground: the horſes puſhed forward with _ 
ſuch wonderful alacrity and expedition, notwith= . 
ſtanding the carriage to which they were harneſſed 


was none of the lighteſt, that they reached Viſo 


before ſun-ſet. The drivers finding their horſes 


in ſuch high ſpirits, and having {till a good part of 


the day before them, were willing to proceed on 
their way to the next town. But againſt this pro- 
poſal Donna Maria, who had been little uſed to the 
fatigues of travelling, entered her ſolemn proteſt, 


and abſolutely refuſed to advance a ſtep farther that 
night, The horſes were accordingly unharneiled, 
orders were iſſued to get their beds in immediate 


_ readineſs, Donna Maria herſelf gave an eye to this 
part of the buſineſs, and with her femme de chambre 
went to inſpect the apartments deſtined for their re- 


ception, whilſt her huſband deſcended into the 
kitchen with a view, it is preſumed, to give orders 


le& his name) obſerves, that travelling—whether 
on account of the more than ordinary agitation in 
which the whole bodily ſyſtem is put, thereby cauſ- 


ing the animal fluids to circulate with greater free- | 


dom and rapidity of action; or from certain other 
hidden cauſes and events—hasa wonderful influence 


in producing amorous propenſities*, Be this as it 


may, 


This hypotheſis may poſſibly account for many 


range and croſs adventures in the annals of modern 
F B 3 e 155 gal- 
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gallantry and intrigue, 


- 
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may, certain it is, that Don Fernando no ſooner 
ſet foot in the kitchen, where he beheld the inn- 


keeper's niece buſy. in giving directions how and 
what to prepare for ſupper, than he felt ſtrange and 


powerful emotions ſtirring within him. 


Now, to account for theſe emotions in Don 


Fernando, be it known to the reader, that Catalina, 
the innkeeper's niece, was none of your crab-tree, 
ſour- faced prudes, whoſe very aſpect is ſufficient to 


turn new milk from the cow to curds and whey in 
a minute, but a buxom likely laſs, with a black 


and rolling eye, which, far from forbidding or auſtere, 


ſeemed naturally inclined to parley, and poſlefled 


all thoſe bewitching charms, which poets are ſo 
g fond of attributing to their miſtreiles : 8 


In the trial of a e able 
zarl, for criminal converſation with Lady « , 
the wife of , it appeared from the evidence 
of the poſtillion, that the firſt connexion between the 
parties took place in the courſe of a journey to his 


Lordſhip's copntry-leat, and that his Lordſhip's carriage 


was not unfrequently the ſcene. or place of action, 


where they rehearſed their amorous feats ; and we are. 


further told, that his Lordſhip's coach was for this laud- 
able parpoſe built upon a peculiar conſtruction, un- 
commonly roomy, and the ſeats ſo remarkably well 
bolſtered and cuſhioned, that the limbs of both par- 
ties enjoyed equal liberty of action and re- action, as if 


they had been ſeated or rather lying upon a ſopha. 
A late amorous rencontre between a certain Lady of 
Faſhion and her Groom can be beſt explained upon 


Wy ® Note by the Tranſlator, 
NY ng . An 


Wie princ) iple. 
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ſigned over to the niece. 


ZE ſerved, appeared to be a perfect Eden. 
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An eye, where Cupid lurking lay. 
Intent on ſport and amorous play; 
An eye, well ſkill'd to leer and roll, 
And ſhoot, like lightning, through the ſoul, 
An eye, but ſuch an eye to paint, 
Language, I fear, is far too taint, 
An Lak, that One 9 a Saint ! 


- Sith was the 1 magic power of Catalina's eyes, 


f 8 | Ds being levelled directly at our. hero, did terri- 


ble execution at the firſt glance. Few men were 
ever compoſed of more combuſtible materials than 


** Don Fernando; like well-made tinder, he only 
mrequired the ſmalleſt ſpark to ſet fire to his whole 


ſyſtem of organization. His impatience, therefore, 
to enjoy a tete a- tete with his new miſtreſs may be 
much eaſier imagined than deſcribed, Pretences 
were not long wanting. The innkeeper's wife 
had, it ſeems, bidden adieu to the trouble and fatigue 
of waiting on and accommodating travellers, hav- 


ing herſelf lately undertaken a long j journey to that 


unknown country from whence no traveller ever 
yet returned: the, domeſtic management of the 
houſe, - therefore, together with the office of com- 
plimenting and entertaining the gueſts, was con- 
Don Fernando expreſſed 
a wiſh to take a turn in the garden, which, he ob- 
Civility 
called upon Catalina to accompany him. Their 
converſation, it is preſumed, Was not wholly en- 
groſſed by politics; indeed, from our knowledge 


of the gentleman's character, we might almoſt 


venture to allert, that his diſccurſe turned ln Ypon, - 
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may, certain it is, that How F ernanda. no ſooner 
ſet foot in the kitchen, where he beheld the inn- 
| keeper's niece buſy. in giving directions how and 
What to prepare for ſupper, than he felt ſtrange and 
Powerful emotions ſtirring within him. 

Now, to account for theſe emotions in Han 
Fernando, be it known to the reader, that Catalina, 


the innkeeper's niece, was none of your crab-tree, 
ſour- faced prudes, whoſe very aſpect is ſufficient to 


turn new milk from the cow to curds and whey in 
a minute, but a buxom likely laſs, with a black 


and rolling eye, which, far from forbidding or auſtere, 
ſeemed naturally inclined to parley, and poſſeſſed 


all thoſe bewitching charms, which poets are o 
fond of attributing to their miſtreſſes: : | 


Earl, for criminal converſation” with Lady 


parties took place in the courſe of a Journey to his 
Lordſhip's country-ſeat, and that his Lordſhip's carriage 
was pot unfrequently the ſcene or, place of action, 


where they rehearſed their amorous feats; ; and we are. 


further told, that his Lordſhip's coach was for this laud- 
able purpoſe built upon a peculiar conſtruction, un- 
commonly roomy, and the ſeats ſo remarkably well 
bolſtered and cuſhioned, that the limbs of both par- 


ties enjoyed equal liberty of action and re- action, as if 


they had been ſeated or rather lying upon a ſopha. 


A late amorous rencontre between a certain Lady of 
Faſhion and her Groom can be beſt explained upon 


dhis Principle. 
ö 95 Note by the Tranſlator, 


In the trial of a certain noble 
45 

the wife of ———, it appeared from the evidence 

of the poſtillion, that the firſt connexion between the 
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An eye, where Cupid lurking lay, 
Intent on ſport and amorous play; 
An eye, well ſkill'd to leer and roll, 

And ſhoot, like lightning, through the ſoul, 
An eye, but ſuch an eye to paint, 
Language, I fear, is far too taint, 

An eye that would bewitch a Saint 


Such, was the magic power of Catalina's eyes, 
which being levelled directly at our. hero, did terri- 
ble execution at the firſt glance. Few men were 
ever compoſed of more combuſtible materials than 


Don Fernando; like well-made tinder, he onl 


required the ſmalleſt ſpark to ſet fire to his whole 
ſyſtem of organization. His impatience, therefore, 


do enjoy a tele a-tete with his new miſtreſs may be 


much eaſier imagined than deſcribed, Pretences | 
were not long wanting. The innkeeper's wife 
had, it ſeems, bidden adieu to the trouble and fatigue 
of waiting on and SCCOMMOSAENS travellers, hav- 
ing herſelf lately undertaken a long journey to that 
unknown country from whence no traveller ever 
yet returned: the, domeſtic management of the 
houſe, - therefore, together with the office of com- 
plimenting and entertaining the gueſts, was con- 


ſigned over to the niece. Don Fernando expreſſed 


a wiſh to take a turn in the garden, which, he ob- 
ſerved, appeared to be a perfect Eden. Civility 
called upon Catalina to accompany him. Their 
converſation, it is preſumed, was not wholly en- 
groſſed by politics; indeed, from our knowledge 


of the gentleman's character, we might almoſt 


venture to allert, that his diſcdurſe turned leſs upon 
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the ſubject of the ſiege. and ſurrender of Oftend 


(though the eyes of all Europe looked up to that 


event) than on the ways and means how he and 
his fair enamorata might paſs the night together 
between two ſheets. But here an unforeſeen dif- 
ficulty preſented itſelf. Catalina was unfortunately 
married; and what militated ſtill more againſt his 


wiſhes, not leſs than ten long days were wanting 


to complete the honeymoon. Her huſband, it is 
true, happened to be from home, and probably 
might not return that week; but, beſides that this 
was highly uncertain, Catalina, (ſuch is the di- 

vine energy of virtue, even in minds naturally 
| looſe) could not without a ſecret horror and reluc= 


tance contemplate her firſt actual deviation from 


the ſtrait path of rectitude. Her difficulties and 
objections were, however, ſoon over-ruled by the 

arguments and importunities of Don Fernando; 
and the neceſſary preliminaries being agjuſted, 
Catalina conducted our hero to the upper part of 
the houſe, where having made him properly ac- 


quainted with the local ſituation of her own bed- 


chamber, ſhe appointed eleven o'clock for the ha- 
py hour that ſhould put him in full poſſeſſion of 1 
her charms. | 


Hereupon our two lovers ſeparated for the pre- 


ſent; and Don Fernando entering his wife's apart- 
ments, aſſumed an air of careleſs unconcern, whilſt 


he diſcovered a more than uſual flow of ſpirits; 


from which Donna Maria preſaged to herſelf the 
| happieſt conſequences and effhs 3 

neſs of a tender: import, which we leave to the rea- 
| Ger” s Own imagination to divine, In order more 


s in certain buſi- 


effec- 
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eſtectually to impoſe upon his wife's credulity, and | 
prevent her from diving into his real views, our 
hero pretended. to be ſeized with a ſudden fit of 


amorous impatience, which would not ſuffer him 


to wait for the gratification of his detires till he 
ſhould receive them i in the uſual family way; and 


pointing to the bed, whiſpered ſomething in his 


lady's ear. This he ſpoke i in a tone ſo low, that it 
was impolſible for us to undetſtand his words; but 


from the pleaſure which ſparkle] in the lady's eye, 
together with certain motions and manœuvres that 


ſucceeded, we have reaſon to believe that the faid 
wailpered communication was nat altogether diſa- 
grecable. Perhaps the lady would have taken him 


at his word, and poſſibly have proceeded to greater 
lengths than our hero deſired, had not the entrance 


of the ſervant, with the neceſl. ary apparatus for ſup- 
per, relieved him from all immediate apprehieniions _ 
of danger, 

The innkeeper's niece, anxious to ſhew ever y 
ebe due to the rank and quality of her uncle's 
gueſts, waited herſelf at table; though her ſituation 
was certainly very aukward, for whilſt ſhe ſedu- 
louſly avoided meeting the eyes of F ernando, leſt 


her looks ſhould betray the guilty wiſhes of her 


heart, ſhe could not without jealouſy behold the 


ſuperior beauty of Donna Mar! ia, whoſe unrivalled 


charms ſecmed to deprive her of all hopes that our 
bero, foregoing the embraces -of his wite, thould 
prefer to paſs the night with her. 

Supper was not yet finiſhed, when Fernando af. 
fected to be overcome with? ſleep; his knife and- 


4 | 
© fork dropped involuntarily ( appearance at leaf! 


Ou 
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out of his hand, whilſt he gradually fell back in a re- 
_ Clining . attitude, and reſted himſelf, as if willing 
to take a nap in his arm-chair, Donna Maria at- 
tributing his drowſineſs to the fatigues of the jour- 
ney, and having herſelf no great obje: tions to the 
comforts or a ſoft bed, though, perhaps, not wholly 


from flzepy motives, gave her huſband a gentle 
thake, and preſſed him to retire: © Yes, in a mi- 


nute,“ replied Fernando, (ſtretching bimſel f, and 


rubbing his eyes, as though he had been juſt awaked 


from ſleep) « I will enly firſt give my ſervants the 


neceſſary orders relative to our departure to- mor- 


row morning; meanwhile, do you undreſs Yourſelf | 
El ſhall be with you again in an inſtant,” 

With thefe words our hero left the room, and 8 
immediately ſallied out: ſhall we pay ſo bad a com- 
pliment to our reader's diſcernment, as to ſuppoſe 
him for a ſingle moment at a loſs to gueſs where? 
in queſt of Catalina. Not that he had the leaſt 
reaſon to doubt the punctuality of his new miſ- 


treſs, in attending the aſſignation agreed upon, as 
related above; but experience and frequent miſ- 


chances had early taught him the truth of the old | 
| adage: 2 


— 


% Multa cadunt inter calicent, ſupremague labra.“ 
Many things fall out between the cup and lip! 


His maxim, therefore, was to leave as little as 
_ poſſible to chance, but rather to make © aſſurance 
double ſure”?—a maxim, which, by the bye, we 
would recommend to every youthful adventurer in 
the ſervice of her Favre e te 
en, 


- D 1 , 
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"mo then, with his intended companion, reconnoitering 
a a ſecond time the premiſes ; behold him taking an 
ecxact view and ſurvey of the chamber, its ſituation, | 
and the avenues leading thereto, ſo as to be in no 
danger of miſſing his way in the dark; and, laſtly, 
bear them mutually exchange the watch-word or 
_ 2Z ſignal of approach. 
1 * This done, Fernando bent his courts back to 
| his wꝛife's apartment, whom he found alrcady un- 
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the return of her lord and maſter. The journey, 
it ſeems, had not proved leſs efficacious in pro- 
ducing amorous propenſities in Donna Maria than 
in her huſband. It was not, therefore, without 
tte livelieſt ſenſe of joy that ſhe beheld our hero 
ſe enter the room, who, undreſſing himſelf in a trice, 
F appeared in more than uſual haſte to ſtretch his 
| > vigorous limbs between the ſame pair of ſheets, | 
. gut mark the dire decrees of fate! and again 
ſee an inſtance of the truth of the proverb we have 
already quoted, to wit,“ Many things fall out be- 
= tween the cup and lip!“ Juſt in the very moment 
when Donna Maria flattered herſelf that ſne was 
about to receive the ne plus ultra of human enjoy- 
ment; when her paſſions and expectations were 
= ſcrewed up to the higheſt pitch; when things 
== ſeemed drawing to a criſis; in that ſelf ſame mo- 
ment were her fondeſt hopes diſappointed—for | 
Don Fernando was no ſooner in bed, than he fell 
3 into a profound ſleep, and by the loudneſs of his 
27 ſnoring you would have imagined that he was de- 
£35 termined to let no one fleep beſides himſelf, How 
Wy ortifying i in theſe circumſtances muſt have been 


the 
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dreſſed and in bed, waiting with eager impatience 
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the ſituation of the lady | | eſpecially if we take ints 
conſideration the ſanguine hopes ſhe had formed 
of her coming joys from the amorous ſymptoms TP 
which Fernando exhibited before ſupper. Perhaps + 
none but-a Spaniſh lady could have borne a diſap= 
pointment of this nature with common patience 3 
but in Spain, as 1s well known, where paſſi be obe= 
dience from the ſubject to the monarch is not more 
arbitrarily * enforced than from the wife to her 
hufband, the ladies are ſeldom ſuffered to wear the 
| hioches: Donna Maria, therefore, was obliged 7 
to digeſt her chagrin as well as poſſible; and not 95 
daring to diſturb her huſband's repoſe, the wiſeſt 
part ſhe could take was to imitate his example, 
and defer the gratification of her deſires till morn- 


ing. 


Durum, ſed leyins fir patiefitia | 1 
Quicquid ee eſt nefas. = 


as The homage which the Spaniſh ladies. pay to 
their huſbands is carried to ſuch a boundleſs exceſs, 
tthat at table the wife, inſtead of ſeating herſelf at the 
head, takes her ſtand behind her huſband's chair, and 
literally honours him as her lord and maſter, by wait- 
ing upon him like a ſervant, Little occafion, there- 8 
fore, as we may have for a thorough reformation of 
manners in this happy country, it is preſumed that the 8 
| Britiſh fair, when they ccntemplare the above picture, 
will not think a revolution in der parts of the glove "=p 
- {irogether needleſs. wo 
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CHAP. 11. 


Digreſſion on ſundry matters of great moment— 


A miſtake in the well-known aphorifm of Galenus 
rectified W iſdom of the Spartans, manifeſted in 
their laws relative to women labouring under ma- 
trimonial inconveniences Sequel of Don Fer. 
nando's intrigue win Catalana 


THE author of a certain work, entitled, 
ce Bon us mulier, ſeve de mulieribus jucunda diſſer- 
ce tatio, very pertinently obſerves, that it generally 
forebodes little good, when a huſband of our hero's 


gage and complexion can fo far forget the relative 


duties of his ſtation, as to imagine, or, at leaſt, act 


as though he imagined, that the ingenious artiſt, 


who firſt invented that curious piece of mechaniſm, 
vulgarly denominated a Bed, had not in the ſaid in- 
vention directed his views tg matters of higher dig- 


_ nity and importance, than the bare rcpoſe of weary 


limbs. After expatiating upon this ſubject with 
much pleaſantry, and corroborating his opinions 


with ſeveral ſage remarks of various authors, among 


others, with the authority of no leſs a man than 


St. Fa himſelf; who, in the fifth verſe of the 


_ ſeventh chapter of his firſt Epiſtle to the Corin- 


thians, expreſsly commands: huſband and wife 
not to © defraud each other;” he proceeds to 
. C 5 point 
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point out an error in the well-known aphoriſm of i 


— Galenus: : 


66 Labor, cibus, lis hann, Venus.” 


| Where, by the neglect of tranſcribers, 2 ow, 
he ſays, has been omitted, which being reſtored, 
the ſentence will run thus: 1 . 


oe 


Fs Labor, cibus, potio, Femus, Wann; Venus.” 


- 


_ thority of the Roman civil law, {till made uſe 
of in the German empire, which grants to the 
wite the right of preferring a formal complaint 
againſt her buſband, in caſe the latter does not on 


all occaſions, not excepting * Saint days, or even 


Lent itſelf, ſhew himſelf at all times — 7 and 
Willing. 


ls in note ad tangendum inftrumentum, et 


E perſolvenda debita.“ 


An honourable exception is, however, made in 


favour of ſuch as have 1 paſſe led their grand 
climacteric. 


ES: 9855 autem dies tam hell quam prophani, 
adde etiam noctes, utiles hic cenſentur. 


Quippe quod feſta, et meſſium et vindemiarum ferias, 
oni 8 s prodeſſe vere dicitur a D. Weſenbeccio. 


In proof of this aſſertion, he quotes the au- 


_ Neque 
meſfium aut vindemiarum tempora ſunt importuna. 
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0 518 in menſe cucurbitandum Senibus.” 


The peculiar hardſhips under which every Wo- 
man mult neceſſarily labour, that is unfortu- 
4 nately yoked vinculo matrimonii to ſuch a ſleepy 
drone of a huſband, induced the Spartans, who. 


ere juſtly celebrated for the wiſdom of their 


2» 8 laws, to take their caſe into kind conſideration; 

as appears from an ediét, by which ample provi- 

au- 70 ſion was made in favour of the ſaid ſufferers: 
" i bi 


Y « His vacantibus mulieribus, ut merito vocantur, 
Lacedæmonii peculiari lege conſulebant, qui 


1 2 enortuus ille Achilles delectum aliquem juve- 
nem (qui exinde a juvando non nullis dictus 

videtur) ſalvis adbuc vaſis inſtructum, N 

que probate monetæ loculis peculiatum, reipu 


debita lolvat, utrum 115 qui debet, an alius 
pro eo.“ 

S8o likewiſe the Sm, | in times of lic ca- 
+= lamity, when war and deſolation threatoned to 
. depopulate the ſtate, commiſſioned their Conſuls 


do enquire particularly into thele matters; giving 


ps them, for that purpoſe, full and uncontrouled power, 


XZ by virtue of a decree, in the following terms: 
Dient operam Conſules, ne * detrimenti ca- 


= << piat ref; publica. 


month! H winding r up the family clock, &c. Kc. | 


- 


ſicæ propagandæ ac ſuſcipiende prolis ergo, 
admittere cogebatur. Neque enim intereſt, quis 


* Per haps it was from this favourable bye law, 
that the author of Triſtram Shandy took the idea of 
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No nation, Nee ſeems to have paid proper 


regard to the lamentable caſe of thoſe unhappy 


wives, who, though not unequally yoked, fub jugo 
abeneo Achilli emartuo atque impotenit, are, if poſ- 


ſtble, in a ſituation ten times more cruel and af- 


ficting. Compariſon, perhaps, will beit eluct- 
date our meaning. Inured from his infancy to 


daily toil, the honeſt buſpandman, without re- 


punng, braves the ſummer ſuns, the winter froſts, 


and all the rage of angry ſkies, nor grumbles that 
his work 1s hard, his cep ſhort, his bread coal ſe, 
aud his whole life one continued ſeries of ſorrows 
aud fatigue, But what would be his feelings, if 
placed in the midſt of opulence, ſurrounded with 


pleaſure, and ſeated in the very lap of plenty, he 
ſhould {till be condemned to purſue his former 


courſe of abſtinence and labour? How cruelly 
would contraſt aggravate his ſorrows ? by 
And what, to make the application, and be 

the feelings of a wife, who married to a huſband 
of known and approved abilities; a huſband who 
never yet was ſuſpected of burying his talents in 
a napkin; has the daily mortification to ſee thoſe 
_ talents ill beſtowed; to ſee what ſhe conceives 


her lawful and excluſive property, ſquandered away 


in contraband and foreign traffic, whilſt ſhe beholds 
herſelf, with plenty in her view, condemned to keep 
perpetual Lent; and therefore, cannot but envy 
ſo many a favoury bit, that pakes untaſted by her | 
longing lips? 


Exactly ſuch was the 3 with 8 79 TVGR 


ad can we then a ſingle moment wonder at. 3 
5 vexation, in conſequence of the cruel diſappoint- 


ment 


os 
* Cha 


_ Pls 
* 2 - "Con wp . 2 — 
WW —— . n 
8 e PPT % nd ER ae 43 5 ES 
COMET Sn, SO OS > re  KOEE n We IE 5 
5. < wes r 3 * 2 RW 3 . Fe. 3 OG gs Teer K 
2 . 8 r — 7 3 — 3 Soak 
+, bb ant wy 5 e * : AC ” r. „ N 
„ EE 8 ile wh - "hg. 8 So 23 NR” x Fan WO 


I 
15 
3 6; "Ws 
. 
22 [4 
92 

o F 


5 $i * 

= CUCKOLDOM. . 
ment ſhe experienced. Her ſole, her laſt reſource, 
as we obſerved in the preceding chapter, was, if 
poſſible, to imitate her huſband's example, and 
* 61 bury her chagrin in fleep. This, however, could 
7 


not be done immediately; it required at leaſt an 
baour's exertion of her reaſon, before ſhe could 
ſuÿfficiently recompoſe her ruffled ſpirits to be in 
i a ſuitable frame of mind to receive the viſit of 
x | that gentle deity, who, as the poet, with equal. 
| clegance and truth ane n 0 


200 Swift on his downy pinions flies from woe, 
*-6. And lights on lids unſullied with a tear,” 


E And as nothing worthy of notice happened 4 
5 ring that time, we took the opportunity, with a 
view to the reader's pleaſure and inſtruction, . 


moulding a few. practical obſervations into the 


7 Fo form of a digreffion, from which we now return h 


5 to purſue the thread of our hiſtory. 
x No ſooner was Donna Maria ſecurely buried 
in a profound fleep, than her huſband, whoſe 
” luinber was altogether counterfeit, prepared for 
bis approaching interview with Catalina. It 
happened very fortunately for our hero, that, him- 
ſeltf and family excepted, no travellers had put up 
at Viſo that night: the innkeeper therefore, and 
= his ſervants, had retired to their reſpective apart=- 
ments long betore the hour of affignation agreed 
upon between F ernando and his kind- hearted miſ- 
treſs. That virtuous lady, all impatience to 
$ | claſp our hero in her arms, could hardly wait the 
time ſhe had herſelf appointed, but placing her 
C 3 ear 


1 
„ 
12 Þ 
e 


ear againſt the ie of the door Rood liſten- 


ing for bis approach, wWhilſt her buſy imagination 
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anticipated the raptures that ſhould ſhortly enſue, 
At length the tardy hour of eleven was heard to 
ſtrike: difficult it is to determine which of the 


: expectant patties was moſt pleaſed with the wel- 


come ſound. Fernando inftantly aroſe, and fteal.. 
ing as ſoſtly as poſable from the fide of his neg- 


lected wife, wrapped himſelf up in his cloak, : 
the only article of dreſs, his ſhirt excepted, which 
he deemed neceſſary to wear on the occaſion, 


Then opening the door with all the filent pre · 


caution of a midnight robber, and without giving 


himſelf time to ſhut it again, he flew on the 


wings of burning, fierce. deſire, to Catalina's 
apaftment. 


A gentle rap at the L was the 


final agreed upon. Inſtantaneouſly he felt him- 
ſelf embraced with more than wonted ardour, 
whilſt his miſtreſs, holding him faſt-locked in ger 
arms, almoſt fraothered: him with her careſles, 
Vain would be every attempt to deſcribe the luſ= 
_ cious ſcene that followed, or the extatic raptures. 
that mutually pervaded their ſouls. Don Fernando 


was no Joſeph; no viſionary Platonic z no mo- 
dern fyſtem-builder; no dry-chip compound. of 
apathy and philoſophy. Nature had dealt honeſtly 


with him: © Erat et vaſis adhuc ſalvis ſiructus, 


« ef plenis probate monete leculis peculiatus :“. — 


impoſüble, therefore, was it for him to waſte ſuch, 


precious moments in empty talk, or in the uſual 


diſcourſe of lovers, however impationed. The 


melting touch of naked beauty; the ſwelling 


boſom 
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— bon beating hiah with fierce, ungovernable 


*X delice; the burning kiſs; the wanton, nimble 
Net tongue darted with force irreſiſtible betwixt his 
lips; the ſoft invigorating hand, applied to paſſion's 
2x moſt refined and tickliſf part not to mention 
ga thouſand nameleſs et cætera'g more all theſe 
2 tempted ta higher joys. Shook as with an earth- 


amorous conflict, whilſt their active limbs now 


meeting, now retreating, like waves that laſh the 


= ſounding ſhore, ſtill moved in perfect uniſon, 


LOVE keeping time to Love s extatie mealure. 


| So ſkilful rowers on the watery deep, 

ðàt ing as they toil, and time pre ciſely keep ! 
geeks At once with. vigoro us ſtrokes the V beat the main, 
At once recede, at once deſcend again. 


Alternately they bend, alternate riſe, 


5 
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quake, rattled the bed beneath them during the 


Foam che white waves, andſwift the w inged g ley lies. 


13 
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| CHAP. I. 


— 


A freſh inſtance of the use effects of rravelling— 


Donna Maria's miſtake ; together with Lie happy 
_ conſequences attending it—Tit for tat—How to 
get out of a e 18 8 


N 


WHILST Catalina and our hero were thus 


 facrificing to the Cyprian goddels, and mutually. 


experiencing in each other's. arms the ſweets of 


be ranked among the falutary effects of travelling; 
of which.we treated in the firſt chapter of this 


work; had occaſion to offer his oblations at the 
ſhrine of a certain goddeſs, known to the Greeks |: 
and Romans by the name of Cloacina, and who. | 
boaſts this ſingular. advantage over the reſt of the | 


gods and goddeſſes of antiquity, that the introduc-. 


tion and progreſs of chriſtianity has not lefſened 
the number of her votaries;. neither have her- 
altars ceaſed from ſmoaking with. the grateful 
fumes of incenſe and burnt-offerings. For to her 


do the Kings of the earth pay tribute; the Queens 


alſo and the Princeſles, (or they are may belied) 1 


knee] down betore her! - 


love that mevts return, it happened that Valerio, 5 1 
one of Don Fernando's domeſties, being prompte 
by certain emotions, which, though not of the 

amorous kind, might, perhaps, with equal juſtice, 


88 Pe 25 


— 
—— 


Ci As Valerio was not one of thoſe” who, like the 
8 pu. riſees of old, ſound a trumpet before them, 
whenever they feel themſelves religioully inclined, 
"8 e ſtole as ſoftly as poſſible from the ſide of his 
1 ompanion, and, fearful of giving the leaſt alarm, 
. would not even venture to ſtrike a light, but cau- 

8 tiouſſy groped his way in the dark to che temple of 
| Foc ſaid goddeſs 3 where, having duly performed. 

Yo 15 1s WOO he, with the ſame: filent circum- 


2 ut as it frequently happens, that a man ho” 
1 Wanders about in ſtrange places in the dark, is 
„ Y jable to go aſtray, where he leaſt ſuſpects or in- 
f | tended i it, Valerio had got to the further end of the 
gallery which led to the ſeveral apartments, where 
3 2 Fernando and his ſervants, male and female, 
e were quartered, before he imagined himſelf half 
. "4 ay. A terrible blow on the noſe, which unfor- 
3. | unately came in rude contact with the oppoſite 
18 by wall, was the firſt notice he received of his error. 
e- | bus feelingly convinced of his miſtake, he im- 
8 1 y turned back, and began to Habe for the 
o sor of his own apartment. 
je No as it is much eaſier for a man in Valerio's 
.. predicament, to ſtumble upon a door that is left 
d ide open, chan upon the lock of one that is ſhut, 
er it very naturally came to paſs, that Valerio found 
9 % is way into the very identical chamber where 
er I Donna Maria lay. fait aſleep, dreaming of nothing 
IN cs than the infidelity of her huſband, who, as re- 
99 3s Pied in the preceding Saber had forgot to puſh. 
5 . the door in his haſty flight to Catalina's s apart- 
As. 1 ent. Valerio was not long | in feeling Eo od 
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bed, and ſtill more expeditious in getting into it; 


which he certainly did with as little noiſe and cere- 
mon as poſſible, But in ſpite of all his filent, 
well- meant precaution, it was impracticable for him 
to manage matters ſo dexterouſly as not to awake 
Donna Maria; who miſtaking him, no doubt, for. 


her huſband, and conſidering his reſtleſſneſs as a 


| favourable omen that the buſineſs of the night 
would ſtill be finiſhed to her ſatisfaction, with 
- great eagerneſs claſped her huſband, as ſhe con- 
_ ceived him, in her arms: “ Sweet Jeſus ! my dear 
love!“ — finding him not altogether ſo heated as 
the expected“ how cold you feel! and how 


your poor feet are almoſt periſhed l at the ſame = 


time interweaving her legs with his. — There 
nov, cuddle me, my precious What! not one 
kiſs for your poor, loving wife?“ —ſurpriſed at 


receiving no reply to all her fond expreſſions of 
tenderneſs —< Dear foul! let me rub you up a 


little, Ne. Ke. Re. Ke. K. 


Stupid, indeed, muſt Valerio have been, if 


the actions and manceuvres, with which Donna 
Maria accompanied this harangue, had ſuffered 
him to perſiſt in his original miſtake. In fact it 
required very little ſkill in divination to compre- 
hend the real ſtate of the caſe; for if there be, as 


Pliny and Ariftotle poſitively maintain, a wide 
difference between a woman and a maid, we may 
venture to infer, that the difference between a 
woman and a man is ſtill wider. Excluſive of 
this, Valerio had not, without many ſhrewd ſuſ- 8 
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picions, obſerved the mutual exchange of ogles 


ketween Don Fernando and Catalina before ſup - 


per; 
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per; the ſeveral circumſtances, therefore, which 
Hot the way to his preſent *#7e-4-t#te with his 
1 * miſtreſs, her being left to ſleep alone, with the 


door wide open, &e. were very N accounted 


for. 


to take advantage of his preſent ſituation, that he 


4s 


= 6 obſerved by Donna Maria. For this purpoſe, he 
5 


of all her fond endearments, hoping that ſleep 


VA otherwiſe decreed | for Donna Maria's blood was 


e 5 now up, and her whole frame put into ſuch a 
at 5 violent agitation, that nothing ſhort of actual en- 


of Jjoyment could allay the fever. 


a # Neither indeed was V alerio's condition wack 
better. The careſſes laviſhed upon him by Donna 
ik - Te Maria, under the ſuppoſition of his being, if not 
4 er true, (for ſhe was but too well acquainted 


= Fernando's roving diſpoſition) at leaſt her 
lauuſul huſband ; the dexterous application of her 
hands to certain parts, on which they operated 


magic influence of animal warmth, when body 
by meets body, and proudly beating ſwell two palpi.. 
aPating hearts, as eager to unite in one; and lait;' 
. * * * * * #% * * * * * * * * * * 
e ® * * . 


ſtock 


2 obſtinately maintained a profound ſilence, in ſpite 


Nee the ſhock of an electrical machine; the 


So far, howeren. was Valero from any deſire 


5 longed for nothing more ardently than a favour- 
able opportunity of making good his retreat, un- 


_ would preſently overpower the lady, when his 
| was to take his leave, and ſteal unheeded 
to his own apartment. Fate, however, had 


* 


$ All this completely counterbalanced the whole 
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Rock of prudence, which a youth of nineteen, YN 
well made and found, both wind and limb, may 47 
reaſonably be ſuppoſed to poſſeſs. . bh 
The reflection on conſequences, or the injury AST 
he was about to do his matter, no longer ſerved 
as à barrier to his deſires: honeſt paſon, power- 
fully aided by nature and the vigour of youth, like = 
a torrent irreſiſtible, bore down all before it, and 
wide throwing open the food gates of; Joy, he pre- 
pared for the amorous encounter, 
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Thus, where Bata avia's « ons Sith Yatient toil, 1 

From hoary Ocean ſteal the ith pa ſoil; . „ 
Enormons dykes ſecure the well-earn'd vals 5 8 
And ploughthares| thine, where ſhips were wont to 
But if, perchance, the raging tempeſts free,” | | [2 1 
And ſcour the peaceful boſom of the deep; 155 
Whilſt herce the foaming billows brave the ſkies, 935 

And all the terrors of the deep ariſ ,, 1 
Impetuous through the ramparts breaks the main, = 
And monnds, and dams, and dykes oppoſe in Vain, 
With grief the farmer views his hopes deſtr oy'd, 
And ruin heaped on ruin far and wide. | 


| Sul, however, reſpect for the 8 3 of his| Ry 
paſſion, whom he had been wont to look up to ; 
as to a being of ſuperior order, ſeemed to claim 
ſome ceremony, ſome preliminary addreſs. Hell 
durſt not venture at once, and immediately, upon] 
the attack; but prefacing his premeditated aflault bs 
with a profuſion of careſſesy printed a thouſand a 
burning and impaſſioned kiſſes on her roſy c cheeks; ik 
her Feen, ruby lips; z her neck of more than 3 
6 | marbie of 


. 


marble gloſs and whiteneſs; from whence de- 
* ſcending, his amorous fingers wandered o'er that 
> heaven of charms that graced the ſnowy precindts 
= of her boſom. There glewed his lips enamoured 
on the ſweet roſe-buds of beauty, that crowned each 
fair, tranſparent orb ;—thofe globes fo pleaſing to 
the ſight and touch, more worthy to be ſtudied by 
man than either globe cele/tzal, or terræſtrial x Hh 
leaſing as all theſe frolics might have been to 
Donna Maria at any other time, ſhe longed at 
1 preſent for more ſubſtantial joys; for which reaſon, 
Ad addrefling her ſuppoſed huſband in a languiſhing 
tone of voice: « Why, my dear—ſhe began—do 


„ 
' 2 


(oe you thus ſtifle and almoſt devour me with kifles ! 
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II vow, I cannot beat alf this; I ſhall die under it. 
hut if—added ſhe - you wiſh to reſtore me to life, 
TI. ſatisfy at once your deſires and my own.” What 


7 and ſpirit as Don Fernando may be ſuppoſed to 


no toll. * Mr. Burke, in his famous Treatiſe on the Beau- 
Pp. tiful and Sublime, entirely agrees with this aſſertion 
laim wg Ff th hen ; FR | 2 
er, of our author, when he affirms, that the grandeſt 
upon which is concentrated and compriſed every idea of 
N s - 5 | | : 
beauty — is the diſplay of the neck and breaſt of a really 


piſkment, and, compared to which, the riſing ſun in 
ill his glories is a mere bagatelle!  _ 
| ESE e 


pur 1 


5 i 


— 


— 


have employed in his encounter with the inn- 


r's niece. © 


Donna Maria—whether the extra-ordinary ſup- 


plies ſhe had received, verified the old ſaying, 
that © the ſervant is often a better man than his 


maſter,” — or that the ſilence which Valerio ob- 


ſerved throughout the whole tranſaction appeared 


ſomewhat myſterious—began to harbour -ſuſpi- 


_ cions, that tt ry were not altogether as they 


every moment the return of Don Fernando, and, 


anticipating the conſequences that were likely to 
_ enſue, beheld in imagination his injured maſter ©: 
ſtanding, over him with his arm upliſted, and“ 


197 to plunge a dagger in his heart. 


Much as he wiſhed, therefore, to retreat, he 


Fgcjoyment was, however, ſoon ſucceeded by 
palnful reflections to both parties. After the firſt 
tranſports of paſſion had ſomewhat ſubſided, 


was not leſs apprehenſive of diſcovering bimſelf 


4s his miſtreſs ; and yet he readily foreſaw that 
to ſteal away without her knowledge, whilſt ſhe 


] — C4 4 T7 ETAL: „ 3+» pe bx — 
lay aſleep, would expoſe him to certain danger of 


being detected. For the extreme pleaſure which 
Donna Maria had teſtified during the amorous 


encounter left him no room to doubt but ſhe 


would unwittingly betray the whole affair to her 


Fun under whoſe ſanction be had, by a 


ſtrange concurrence of circumſtances, received 
' thoſe invaluable favours that were due to Don 
Fernando alone. At length, after a long and 
painful conflict of contending ſentiments, of 
- doubts and fears, he came to the reſolution of 
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7 But why added he, her 
7 7 five and dejected—why does my dear love thus 
torment herſelf with gloomy apprehenſions? Why 
does ſhe not anſwer me? Of what can my charmer 
eereſt; and as to any fear of Don Fernando's 
coming upon us by ſurpriſe, you may make your- 


addreſſing Donna Maria in the character of 


Camilla, her favourite femme de chambre, with 


"ZZwhom Valerio had been long ſuſpected of carry- 
ing on an intrigue. For this purpoſe, drawing 
as cloſe to Donna Maria as poſſible, though, in 


N 
* 7 


fact, he had not far to move, and embracing her 
with uncommon ardour : « Never, my dear Ca- 

z milla —he began“ could I have dared to hope, 
Natter the cruel prohibitions of Don Fernando, Who 
bas always oppoſed our growing attachment, 
(for which, by the bye, I hope to be even with 

ZZ him one day or other) that you would have given 


wy * # 
345 


hour affection and regard. How often have 1 


Ay x 
1. 


; me ſuch delicious, ſuch unqueſtionable proofs of 
been teady to run diſtracted at the thoughts op 
loſing you ! when 1 fancied myſelf convinced 
that you had entirely caſt off and rejected me! 


But now that you have conferred ſuch diſtin- 


= guiſhed favours upon me, be aſſured that there is 


no danger to which 1 will not willingly expoſe | 


Fa 


== ever lovely, and adorable Camilla, you ſhall find _ 
== me worthy of your regard; nothing ſhall hence- 


FX * ; „ IH: i 2 
forth tear me from your arms. 


finding her ſtill pen- 


Your companion is entirely in my in- 


ſelt perfectiy eaſy on his account. Believe me, 

be is at preſent much better employed, revelling 

; R £ „ 5 8 , 5 : D 2 i TY / | 755 | . 77 
in 
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in the arms of the in1 Wie s niece; whilf 
Donna Maria, his fair, neglected wife, lies buried 
in a profound flcep, and little: dreams of the in- 
Jury done her by her faithleſs huſband,” “? 
Theſe words, accompanied with an infinite 
profuſion of kiſſes and amorous ſoothings, left 
Donna Maria no longer room to doubt the 
whimſical turn which things had taken. Happy, 
however, in finding that ſhe. had to do. with a 
perſon of great diſcretion as well as vizour, ſhe 
ſoon got the better of her uneaſineſs, arid quiet- 


= ing her cculcie :nce with the comfortable reflec- 


tion, that ſhe was entirely N as to any 
preconcerted deſign, ſhe began to conſider her 
adventure with Valerio as y- e means by which 
Providence had retaliated upon her huſband for 
| his repeated infidelity to her bed. 


Prudence, however, let her ſee the Worte 10 


of parting from her new favourite for the pre- 
ſent— to whom, making a preſent of one of her 
ear-rings, having neglected to take them out on 


e getting into bed, after the fatigues of her pate 
journey — Take this—ſhe ſaid—as a pledge of 
future happineſs; be but diſcreet as you have 


deen fortunate, and meanwhile reſt aſſured, that 
your ruin or advancement depend cnurely n 
your on conduct.“ 

Valerio ſtaid not to reply ; but gently raiſ- 
ing himſelf from the bed, hurried inſtantly away 
to his own apartment; not however before his 
_ miſtreſs had ſealed his 90 with the 805 im- 
paſſioned Lilb.” ONE 
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- 1 long digreſſon on the ſubjeRt « of KISSING ; — 

/ concluding with a ſtory | leſs known than it deſerves 

> to be. 

4 * NATURAL diftorians will as pF ID} 5 
y 8 * Kiſſing generally forms the Alpha and Omega : 
the commerce between the two ſexes. Some 
h Rue even gone fo far as to affirm, that where 
\r is neceſſary concomitant in the buſineſs. of 
Hove is wanting, the laſt tage of enjoyment itſelf 
y j Joſes not only ron part of its guſt and reliſh, but 
_ ery frequently its virtue and efficacy * ; kiffing 4 

f 3 zeing found of great ſervice in aiding nature and 
5 promoting conception. Hence Ariſtotle informs 

: . that horſes are wont before coition to ſnuff up 

r | the exhalations of each other's noſtrils, which 
2 proves a wonderful incentive to luſt.—““ Equi 
1 5 ante coitum conſpirant anhelitu, et per hoc ad 
* 2 92 luxuriam provocantur.” Hence likewiſe Pliny 

| Expreſsly aſſures us, that doves, whoſe billing and 
— | Peine is become proverbial, make it a ſtanding 
y | Nu, a law en that of the Medes and . 
| E Bad 1 rei hc eſt ratio, quod kneel per atm W= 
+ $ ncitatur, quia in oſculantibus convenientia partium | 
= * et animales 7 5 


3 Ss Perſians, . 
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ls printed at Frankfort Anno 1695, it is 
preſumed that the reader will by this time be 
ſufficiently acquainted with the drift and purport 
of the preſent work, to know, that in treating of 
kiſſes, we neither mean the kiffing of the hand 


nor the Apoſtolic 4% of Peace; nor that kind o 
kiſſing practiſed on the cover of a book in certain 
Courts of Juſtice; nor in ſhort any other ris * 
whatever; of which, as already mentioned, not 


ſome authors, (all which, by the bye, don't ſignify ' 
of ſuch CIO juſtly obſerves :. 


| #£v6y 2 been, 7 
: To ripe 14 rh, . caro To. Plas * * 


rem ajunt eſſe oſcula inanem : 
"Et facie abluta tolluntur, et oſcula puto. 5385 


* Such kiſſes a1 © not th: a clout, 
\Iwaſh oy In and Wr — — out. 


| Perſians, that unlef the male bs fr dul y, lovingly, po 
and truly kiſs, careſs, and embrace his intended ki 
mate, no connexion between the parties ſhall be 
* ſuffered to take place: Maſculo columbarum 
« non prius feminam inire fas eſt, quam oſculum "> 
ce illi dederit. Non enim admittunt feminæ marium 4 
« commercium, ſi vacuum fit ſculo. . 9 
Now, although it appears from various calcu. = 
1 that of kiſles there are, mirabile dictu] 9 1 
8 leſs than /ixteen different ſorts and ſpecies, as 1 
be ſeen in the Diſſertatio Philologica de L 2 Be © 


5 
n 


5 
1 


of Royalty, nor the toe of his Holineſs the Pope; R 


leſs than ſixteen different ſorts are enumerated bi 5 
= 


a ruſh; for as Theocritus in his CAS. Heaking 85 


ih 
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19, But we dition ſolely and alone, that kind of 
ded "ifs, which Horace deſcribes as enriched by Venus 
be gvith the quinteſſence and nectar of delight “ quiu- : 
um I ta parte ſui nectaris imbuit z”—in other words, 
lum the kiſs which ſpeaks to the feelings of the heart; 
um he kiſs which penetrates to the very vitals; which 


| 4 huts a man's whole frame in violent commotion 
: hich ſets fire to his maſs of blood, and cauſes 
t to boil like a cauldron or a tea-kettle. 1 
Of this kind of kiſs, ſuch is the magic influ- 
ence and virtue, that whoever can withſtand ity 
1 m_ effects, muſt be either mere or ße than 
"0 Wherefore Scaliger not unaptly calls it 
ort de e to adultery; the antepaſt of luſt; the 
of B runner, attendant, and follower of ation: 1 
ind and hence the ſeverity of the feudal laws puniſhed 
de; 8 ith the loſs of his fee-farm, or copyhold, the 
| of vaſſal who was daring enough to kiſs the lips of 
ain his Lord's wife; and the Wife that thus ſuf- 
ſs | 3 Were herſelf to be embraced, loſt all claim to 
pin- money and jointure :— —& Vaſallus feudum 
by c amittit, fi uxorem Domini ſui turpiter oſcu- 
= c latus fuerit,” —Menoch. de arbitr. Jud. lib. 2. 
P23 cent. 3. caſ. 2679, —< Quod ſi mulier deoſculari ſe 
paſſa eſt, propter oſculum dotem perdit, non ſecus. 
: ac propter commiſſum adulterium.“ Cagnol. in 
Rubr. C. de eden. n. 28. | | 
But as it was in the hs even fo it is. 
now, and ever ſhall be: 


=_ None cuivis homini contingit adire Coriathum,” 


| 3 e.  Kiſing g goes by favour.” 


Com- 
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b S of two extremes, without A middle, 

How juſtly woman may be term'd a riddle £ 
Or keep aloof, and never enter in; 

Or boldly. daſh at once IP thick and thin! #2 


And here, "with the reader's good-wil and per- 
miſſion, I might take occaſion to whiſper a piece 


of wholeſome advice in his ear; but conſcious 


that examples teach where precept fails, and that 


| ſermons are leſs read than tales, I ſhall preſent 
him with an Italian ſtory quite in point, which 
well deſerves: to be reſcued from oblivion. And 


as I have no reaſon to doubt the goodneſs of my 


reader's teeth, I ſhall even leave him to crack the 
nut and extra the kernel himſelf. Many writers, 


T'own, both think and act in a very different man- 


ner; but ink and paper, and, in fact, every thing 
elſe is too dear in the preſent times, impoveriſhed 
as we are by war and other national calamities, to 
throw away upon moralizing. 


Not only Lords and Dukes — beg ins my 8 
author but when ] ſay Princes, and even Crowned | 
Heads themſelves, I ſtill keep within compaſs, 


commenced rivals for the hand of the fair Counteſs 
of * * *. . 


This lady was. univerſally elteemed the. 


greateſt beauty in all Italy;—T.was going to have 


added, in the whole world; but after. naming - 
Italy, "that her- bed of perfection! an addition of 
this kind would be a 4 anticlimax! Balls, 


ſhnews, and tournaments became of courſe ſo much 


in vogue at the Court where ſhe reſided, that 
er and N inſtead of extidiring. 
| a e — 
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A ak diſplay of faſhion, ſplendor, and mag- 
Wifcence, were juſtly accounted the dulleſt in the 
ole week. Hiſtorians have neglected to detail 
be number of ill-fated lovers that firſt and laſt, 
ell victims to her charms; ſo much, however, 
1 ppears from unqueſtionable authority, that fewer 
1 ves were loſt in the famous courtſhip of Ata- 
nta*, that ſwift-footed heroine of antiquity. 
Met Atheiſts ſay what they pleaſe, marriages to a 
Wn A are, and muſt be, made out in Heaven! 


3 * For the benefit 51 ek of our FS. Io as may | 
1 ot. have made mythology their ſtudy, we will briefly 
5 dbſerve, that the female prize-runner here alluded 
o, was the daughter of Schceneus, the King, or rather, 
ſpeak with more propriety, Chief of one of the 
lands in the Archipelagus. The report of Ata 
nta's beauty, as well as her unrivalled ſwiftneſs of 
-# Pot, of which many elegant fictions are to be found 
the er writers, procured her a great 
Dumber of ſuitors. Atalanta, however, having been 
Parned by the Oracle of Apollo, never to marry, 
E Ind wiſhing to get rid of her lovers with a good grace, 
Fonvened a public meeting of them all; and pro- 
"3 poſed, that in order to end the diſpute between them, 
he would enter the liſts with ſuch as choſe to con- 
nd with her, and that whoever ſhould in the courſe. 
f the race-ſhew a better pair of heels than ber own, 
Would immediately be honoured with her hand: 
Put that all who ſhould be diſtanced by her, ſhould pay 
De forfeit with their lives. The ſtory tells us, that 
potwithſtanding the ſeverity of theſe inhuman con- 
ons, many were fooliſh enough to run the riſk, 
3 Ind actual ſuffered the puniſhment incurred. 
| Net ote 1 the Tranſlator. 
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The doQrine i is beyond a doubt; or cif: a doubt 
there were, the preſent, amongſt an infinity 
of ſimilar inſtances, might ſerve to eſtabliſh its 
truth. — After a long and hot conteſt, the Duke + 
of L* & carried off the prize triumphantiy from 7 1 i 
all his numerous competitors. The whole world | i to 
Ehe reader will pleaſe to recollect, that it is an, 
Italian that relates the ſtory— The whole world | 1 
was loſt in wonder and ſurprize at this ſtrange 
iſſue of things; and hardly could mankind give 
faith to the evidence of their own eyes, when they 
| beheld the Duke leading his beauteous bride to 85 
the Temple of Hymen! _ {4 
Novy to account for this wonder, aſtoniſhment, 54 
5 and incredulity of the whole human race, it ſeems 
that the Duke, however comely in the eyes of 
the lady, was not conſidered as a ſecond Adonis 
by the reſt of the world, at leaſt not by the 
_ fair-fex. In height, he hardly meaſured four feet ; 
his noſe, excepting the very extremity, lay almoſt Wi 
flat to his face; and, on account of a certain defect Wl 


in his optics, which in fize and colour differed = 
very little from a horſe-bean, his domeſtics uſed Mert 


frequently among themſelves to diſtinguiſh him 
by no other appellation than that of gravy-eyes! Ml 
Some philoſophers will have it, that God never 
forms a little man, but what he makes amends for 
his abbreviation in ſome ſhape or other: and hence, 
we preſume, originates the ſaying, almoſt pro- 
verbial in the mouth of the fair-ſex, that Mr. 

Such and ſuch a one—ſpeaking of ſome diminu- 
tive, but well formed favourite, ſome Mero in the 
ſmall way—is a Great little Man ! This, however, 


1 


48 by no means their opinion of the Duke of **. 


Hirth to ſeveral witty ſarcaſins upon his talents 
Hor procreation. Being once ſeverely jammed in 


She door-poſt, in conſequence of an alarm of 


ve his acquaintance, that he had been hurt in the 
"| 7 We ndere/? part, a lady preſent very ſignificantly 
to 7 WW forved, that ſhe was forry to find his Highneſs 


1 Jad not yet got the better of his oli ſore [_þ or 


nt, theſe and other reaſons, too numerous to relate at 
ms reſent, the world might well wonder at the mar- 
of if Wage between the Counteſs and the Duke. In 
nis 5 joint of riches, indeed, he might have rivalled 
the 1 Frœſus; certain, however, is it, that his wealth 
et; Mrocured him leſs envy among his neighbours of 
oft Mink and title, than his alliance with fo fair and. 
fect Mecompliſhed a lady. 


5 Among other domeſtics of his houſehold \ was 2 
uled rtain young man of promiſing appearance, 
hom the Duke took into his ſervice from mo- 
Wes of compaſſion; his father dying inſolvent 
ver Myilſt he was yet a child. After paſſing through 
; for pe ſeveral regular gradations of office, in which 
nce, {WE acquitted himſelf to general ſatisfaction, he-was 
pro- Non the Duke's marriage promoted to the rank 
Mr. Page to the Ducheſs. 

inu- WW Ignatio (ſuch. was the name of our youn 
the guire) not only in rank and fortune, but l 
ever, 
Was 
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: ; precipitate retreat from the Opera Houſe againſt 


ge 1 74 Go, and complaining afterwards in a circle of 


pre lo in perſon and in figure, furniſhed a ſtrik- 
L contra with the Nu, his maſter. Nature, 
5 8 *S 


A fierce engagement, which he had whilſt an in- 
Wh, with an angry turkey-cock, had given 


"i | 
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A doarine i is ren a doubt; or i a ute % 


of a2 carried off the prize triumphantly from 'Þ ö 


E the reader will pleaſe to recollect, that it is an, 
Italian that relates the ſory—The whole world + 
was loſt in wonder and ſurprize at this ſtrange 


deheld the Duke leading his beauteous bride to a 
the Temple of Hymen! 7 


and incredulity of the whole human race, it ſeems 5 p1 
that the Duke, however comely in the eyes of 
the lady, was not conſidered as a ſecond Adonis 10 IC 
by the reſt of the world, at leaſt not by the © C 
fair- ſex. In height, he hardly meaſured four feet; 4 dr oc 
his noſe, excepting the very extremity, lay almoſt uy 
flat to his face; and, on account of a certain defect Wi 
in his optics, Which in ſize and colour differed} i 
very little from a horſe-bean, his domeſtics uſed Wi 


Some philoſophers will have it, that God never Wl 
forms a little man, but what he makes amends for 
his abbreviation in ſome ſhape or other: and hence, 
we preſume, originates the ſaying, almoſt pro- 
verbial in the mouth of the fair-ſex, that Mr. 
Such and ſuch a one—ſpeaking of ſome diminu- WR 
tive, but well formed favourite, ſome Hero in the 
| ſmall Weds Great little Man 5 This, however, 


there were, the preſent, amongſt an infinity 2 


of ſimilar inſtances, might ſerve to eftabliſh its 


truth. After a long and hot conteſt, the Duke 5 £ 


all his numerous competitors. The whole world 


e A 
ne: * 


iſſue of things; and hardly could mankind give 
faith to the evidence of their own eyes, when they 


« Now to account for this wonder, aſtoniſhment, tt 


s Xa ; ©: 


frequently among themſelves to diſtinguiſh him 
by no other appellation than that of gravy-eyes! :i4 
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was by no means their opinion of the Duke of ***. 
ts 1 \ fierce engagement, which he had whilſt an in-⸗ 
ce Kant, with an angry turkey-cock, had given 
m Ech to ſeveral witty ſarcaſins upon his talents 
1d Hr procreation. Being once ſeverely jammed in 
4 E precipitate retreat from the Opera Houſe againſt _ 
1d We door-poſt, in conſequence of an alarm of 
ce re, and complaining afterwards in a circle of 
ve 4 is acquaintance, that he had been hurt in the 
8 WW dere, part, a lady preſent very ſignificantly 

o 1 Hd that ſhe was ſorry to find his Highneſs 
tad not yet got the better of his ci fore kor 
nt, theſe of other reaſons, too numerous to relate at 
ms 05 en, the world might well wonder at the mar- 
; of i ee between the Counteſs and the Duke. In 
nis Point of riches, indeed, he might have rivalled 
the © ceſus; certain, however, is it, that his wealth 
et; ocured him leſs envy among his neighbours of 
of 0 k and title, than his alliance with fo fair and 
ect compliſhed a lady. 
red BE Among other domeſtics of his houſehold was 2 
Hed * rtain young man of promiſing appearance, 
aim hom the Duke took into his ſervice from mo- 
54s © ves of compaſſion ; 3 his father dying inſolvent 
ver Hilſt he was yet a child. After paſſing through 
ll We ſeveral regular gradations of office, in which 
1Ce, , Þ acquitted himſelf to general ſatisfaction, he-was 
5r0- Mon the Duke's marriage promoted to the rank 
Mr. page to the Ducheſs. s 

nu- fa (ſuch was the name of our young 
the $ Wurce) not only in rank and fortune, but ſtill 
yer, Wore ſo in perſon and in figure, furniſhed a ſtrik- 
was eee with the Nuke, his maſter, Nature, 
8 in 
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in beſtowing upon bim a pair of broad ſhoulders, 27 Ba 
| ſturdy calves, and a ſtature that meaſured upwards 
of ſix feet, ſeemed purpoſely to have detigned, # 
faſhioned, and predeſtinated him for the honour- 8 
able poſt he now held of waiting on an amiable 
young lady, and other the like Herculean employ. | 
ments. Ignatio demeaned himſelf in this ſtation 
wich his uſual conduct and applauſe, and thereby 5 
wonderfully ingratiated himſelf into the eſteem 1 8 
his lady, of which frequent and honourable re. 
oo afforded him the moſt flattering proofs. » 
The world—here our author makes uſe of 
| this term with greater propriety than he did on 2 
former occaſion—the whole world, he obſerves, 
is naturally inclined to ſlander. Hence envious 
perſons fancied to perceive in Ignacio's attention 
to the Duchels, a ſtronger principle and motive 
| than that of duty; whilſt others, with equal male. 
volence and injuſtice, pretended to diſcover in} BE 
the treatment he received from the Ducheifl 8 
Pa more than the ordinary teſtimonies of eſteem with 
Which a lady is wont to honour her ſervant “ 1 
This, however, being matter of conjecture 900 5 
we paſs over, as altogether beneath the dignity ani 
notice of an hiſtorian. 
It was a regular cuſtom with the Duchet: if 
provided the weather and other caſualties per- 
mitted, to feed her favourite ſwan every morning 8 | 
with her own hands, Swans, as appears fron 
the well-known ftory of Leda, have in all age 
been the delight and admiration of womankind: 
not altogether, it is preſumed, on account of theit 
ſweet, harmonious ſong few very few 3 
: having 


, 5 


So aving the good fortune of Alian *, to hear thoſe 
n the humour of rehearſing. But there is in the 


*Þlols, and fleekneſs ſoft as ermine, ſomething 


ES irth to a ſtrange combination of ideas. Quippe 


quod veretro virili ſimillimum eſt'“ - writes 


re- c ut tunc vel ova gallinarum inter mamillas exclu- 


g tillatur, exuberans que ſanguis, calore velut 


thought proper to give us of. this dying concert of 
the ſwan, are now juſtly re as 
uithſtanding ſeveral grave philoſophers, and, among 
others, Ariſtotle and Cicero, dl great faith therein. 
he latter attributes this divine harmony to the 


WW Pope puts a ſong of triumph into the mouth of his 


5 Natural Hiſtory, aſſures us, that he had the good 


words of this venerable hiſtorian. 
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elting ſtrains, which death alone can put them 
0 Jong and beautiful curve of the neck, in its marble 
Wonderfully pleafing and majeſtic, which gives 
1 Loevinus Lemnius — “ atque dum virgines hoc 
þ e ſpectaculo inhiant, tantum intus gignit calorem, 
e dere poſſint. Totum enim corpus libidine ti- 


attenuatus diffunditur, et vix jam ſuis recep- _ 
„„ taculis coercitus viam ſibi parat, qua dimanet. 
* The ſtrange accounts which many authors have 


ction, not- 


ont by foretaſte, which the ſwan, being a bird dedicated to 
Apollo, has in his dying moments of the joys of a 
future ſtate . quaſi præ letitia cantat, cum proſpiciat 
Auantus bonorum cumulus fit in morte”—by the 
ſame rule, to compare great things with ſmall, as 


dying Chriſtian. lian, who wrote a kind of 


fortune to be himſelf preſent at one of theſe dying 
concerts: tys d Adervog Ab 1xeou—are the very 


NMote by the Tranſlator. 


1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
| 
4 


Quapropter partes quoque illas, quas pudor om. 


s incipiunt Thyrſum illum, quo fe caſabundæ 


take to be the reaſon why Leda experienced ſo 
much pleaſure in harbouring the poor ſwan, that 
ſought ſhelter between her legs from the impe- 
tuous fury of the winged meſſenger of Jove*. | 


we now to the Ducheſs: — that lad) being one BWP: 


order to carry into execution his virtuous deficns WY 


Royal, and therefore the plot was at once difficult EY > 
and treaſonable, thought proper to change himſeit 
into a ſwan. Metamorphoſes of this kind were at | 


. excite {till more the pity of the Princeſs, —and Pity 
we know is next kin to Love,—Jupiter gave orders 


held more places than one under government, being 
both pimp and armour-bearer to his Godſhip,) to 
- commence a ſham purſuit or attack upon him. 
| Royal boſoms have ever been found the ſeat of cle- 


| hearted Princeſs could not bear to behold even the brute 
creation tyrannize over and oppreis each other. Ac 
cordingly our poor ſwan found an open aſylum under 
the petticoats of Royalty. The return which Jove 


and hatching, than in making into egg-fauce, as ſome 
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© Nino yult taceri, ob veneris impatientiam un- 


« guiculis perpruriſcunt, et ſummopere avere | 


e ſuſtinere plerumque conſuevere. And this I 


This, however, by way of digreffion ; return n 
morning bit”; 
We are told by mythologiſts, that Jupiter, in 


upon Leda, who, be it remembered, was a Princeſs 


that time very much in vogue; and with a view to 


to the eagle (who like his modern ſucceſſors in office, WW 
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mency and mercy. No wonder, therefore, the tender- | 
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made for this kind protection, was a couple of— eggs 
which Leda found greater pleaſure in ſitting upon 


modern 
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morning engaged in her uſual employment of 
ever failed to attend her, conſtant as her thadow, 


EXE Philoſophical alchymiſts, who take equal delight 
with the reſt of their fraternity in analyſing and 
teducing every thing to its firſt principles, attempt to 


1 


dearer of the Gods) had barely ſtrength ſufficient to 
Faw! aſhore. Here, ſpent, fatigued, and to appear- 


” nate Princeſs lifts him up, warms him in her bo- 
at em, chafes his temples and the vital parts of his 
e ay with her ſoft, invigorating hand, agreeable to the 

at 


oe ſailor returns the favour ex militaire, by gerting 
-> Wie Princeſs with child. This was certainly Ti for 

We at leaſt ; twas giving life for life, 3 
What tends to render this account ſtill more plau- 
le, is, that Tyndarns, the father of Leda, was 


. "Mt that time actually King of a certain ſeaport town, _ 
le- k unded by himſelf in the ifland of Sicily; from 
er- 
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Es accuſtomed to amuſe herſelf with walking along 


— 
2 
£ 


1 ſea-ſhore, and therefore her meeting with the 
der Por ſailor appears very natural. EE 
_ _ „„ Note by the Tranſlator. 
ern 


oan-seeding, chanced to let her glove fall into 
- he canal. Ignacio, who, on theſe occaſions, 


modern epicures might, perhaps, have been inclined, | 
plain this allegory, as they conceive it, in the fol- 
wing manner. According to this doctrine, the 
an was no other than ſome poor, ſhipwrecked 


oted by the appearance of the eagle, the thunder- 


ee lifeleſs, he is found by Leda. The compal- 


les of the Humane Society, as eftabliſhed in thoſe _ 
s, and at length ſucceeds in reſtoring him to lie, 


Wiich circumſtance we are led to infer, that Leda 
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without a moment's heſitation, plunged in after 


it, and being an excellent ſwimmer, ſoon re- 


covered the glove, which he, with great reve- 
rence and ſubmiſſion, laid at the feet of his miſtreſs. 
"The world, as uſual, on the report of this ad- 

venture, would hardly be perſuaded that duty alone 
_ could prompt a ſervant to riſk his life for ſo trifling 


an object as the recovery of his lady's glove. 


But the Duke, who beheld matters in a different 
light, was fo charmed with this freſh proof of Ig- 


nacio's zeal and attachment to his ſervice, that he 
preſented him the next day with a commiſſion. 


In conſequence of this new promotion, Ignacio's 
cConſtant attendance upon the Ducheſs became no 


ge ra But whether Guiſeppe, his ſuc- 


_ ceflor in office, paid leſs attention to the art 
_ of. pleaſing, or that Nature had taken leſs pains 
in his compoſition than ſhe did in the formation 
of Ignacio; certain it is, that the Ducheſs would 
frequently take occaſion to lament the Joſs of her 
former ſervant; and one day in particular, when 
the new Squire had not altogether approved him- 
| ſelf fo ready to give ſatisfaction as he juſtly ought 
to have done, he received his diſcharge in no very 


honourable manner upon the very ſpot. The 


Ducheſs ſhortly after ſent a billet to Ignacio; in 


which, after informing him of the circumſtance, 
ſhe obſerves, that ſhe conſidered him, from the 
former experience ſhe had made of his talents, to 


bdbe a competent judge of the qualifications necel- 
ſary and requiſite in the perſon that ſhould ſuc- 
 cced to the office vacant by the diſgrace of Gui- 
* ſeppe, and wiſhing therefore to conſult him pon 
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the ſubje&, ſhe begged that he would wait upon 
PEA her the following morning. And here the Ducheſs 
very innocently happened to add, that as her huſ- 
band would be engaged abroad all day, ſhe ſhould 
Ez have full leiſure to ſpeak with him. 
Ignacio accordingly waited upon the Ducheſs 
at the time appointed, and was, in conſequence of _ 
her expreſs orders, deſired to walk up ſtairs to 
her apartment. Now, though the Ducheſs had 
herſelf given theſe orders not an hour before 
Ignacio's arrival, it fo happened, by one of thoſe _ 
BS unaccountable miſtakes to which the weakneſs of 
human nature renders us continually liable, that the 
= Ducheſs totally forgot the whole circumſtance in 
WE leſs than five minutes after the delivery of the 
above orders. When, therefore, Ignacio made his 
appearance, he was not a little ſurpriſed to find her 
Grace ſtretched out at full length upon a ſopha, 
with her cloaths above her knees, in an anticham- 
| ber that communicated with her apartment, the - 
| door f which was accidentally left wide open. 
The Ducheſs appeared buried in a profound ſleep, 
with no other covering in the world than her 
chemiſe and under-petticoat. Ignacio ſtood a lon 
time, as it were, entranccd with the ſight of beau- 
ties that might have warmed the frozen breaſt 
af an Anchorite ! Her lovely boſom, bare to view, | 
and panting high, ſeemed alternately to court 
and ſhrink from the touch. Ignacio was no 
Joſeph ; he felt the honeſt workings of Nature 
within him; wherefore, after a few moments 
longer heſitation, he gently approached the fair 
| object which ſo temptingly invited him ;z—and _ 
gk ET E 3 | RE 
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then we may ſuppoſe followed a ſcene, which 
every reader will be able to picture to himſelf, 
without. my giving a deſcription” thereof !—Far 
from it: Ignacio, overcome with reſpectful re- 
verence and awe, barely ventured to kiſs her 
heaving breaſt and lips of coral hue, and imme- 
diately "withdrew with face as red as ſcarlet. _ 


The next. day the whole world heard with 1 


wonder and aſtoniſhment, that our military hero 
was in diſgrace ; that his commiſſion was taken 
from him; and that he had received poſitive orders 
to leave the territories of the Duke within four 

and twenty hours, and never more to ſet foot 
een, on 7 of death. 7 


N 6 Ofcula qui ſumpſit, ſi non et cetera ſumphit, 
“ Hac quoque quæ data ſunt perdere dignus erat.” 


The ſtupid lout that 45 to ſteal 

A kits, but dreads to venture further, 
Will to his ſhame and ſorrow feel | 
His crime is worſe than rape or murther ! 


- CHAP» | 
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C CHAP. v. 
VDnexpected return of Rodriguez —Interruption 


N y 1 


1 EE The chapter of accidentsDiſmal dilemma— Ma- 
== thematical demonſtration of the vaſt ſuperiority 

of female wit The argumentum ad hominem, and 

the retort courteous. en On 


ar: 

1 
EI 
2 


M guid nimis'—fſays the Latin pro- 
verb; i. e. Too much digreſſion ſpoils the 
ſtory.“ Strong, therefore, as is our natural pro- 
penſity to moralizing, we chooſe rather to gra- 

= tify the curioſity of our readers by returning to 
Don Fernando, whom we left at the cloſe of the 
ſecond chapter of this work, 'faſt encircled in the 

= claſping arms of Catalina. Pleaſures the moſt 

WY exquiſite and delicious, are not always the moſt _ 

= laſting; or, as the wife of Doctor Diaforus, of 

= Degovia, uſed to complain, © the ay ſublimated 

= and refined of human enjoyments will not hold out 

= half ſo long as a ſhoulder of mutton! Our lovers, 

therefore, after prolonging their mutual raptures _. 

= as much as the nature of things would admit, 
= were fain to ſeek repoſe from their fatigue in the 
ſilken embraces of fleep. „ 

Meanwhile the huſband of Catalina, urged by 
the fond impatience of an incompleted W 7 

moon to accelerate his. return, arrived at Viſo a 
| | only 


%. 
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only fair than he 9020 originally 4 Sur 
we are bold to add, much ſooner than fome folks 
could have wiſhed; and actually preſented him- 
ſelf before the inn-gate in leſs than ten minutes 
after his wife and ber gallant had dropt aſleep in 
each other's arms. The hoſtler, to whom his 
voice, from frequent and repeated ſcolding, was 
rendered perfectly familiar, inſtantly aroſe, ſtruck 
a light, and with great reverence opened the 
. door to his new lord and maſter. Rodriguez, 
(ſuch was the name of our newly-married adven- 
turer) leaving his horſe to the care of the hoſtler, 
| ſnatched the candle out of his hand, and with his 
ſaddle-bags under his arm hurried incontinently 

| — ſtairs to Catalina's apartment. 


*Tis an eſtabliſhed maxim with your experi- 


Enced men of gallantry to guard againſt- danger, 
even where it appears the leaſt likely to enſue. 
' Hence Rodriguez found the door locked againſt 
him; and it coſt him half a dozen precious 
thumps, beſides double that number of curſes, 
before he could make himſelf heard. —« Who's 
there? demanded Catalina, half dead with ap- 
prehenſion and alarm.—“ Tis II“ —anſwered 
KRodriguez.—“ And pray, who is I? returned 
the crafty dame, —« Why J, to be ſure !'?—was 
the reply.—< Surely you're drunk, you damned 
me 2 bitch, not to know my voice!“ and thereupon 
followed a ſtring of oaths and curſes, which the 
reader's imagination, it is hoped, will laren u us the 
trouble of repeating. - 
- Hardly could the ſound of the laſt gs at t the 
awful Oy of Judgment have ſtruck greater horror 


into 
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into the heart of Catalina, than did at this mo- 

ment the well known voice of her huſband. 
Rocks and mountains, had they been at hand, 
would doubtleſs have been called upon to her af- 
liſtance, to fall upon and hide her from his 
wrath. But as nothing of the kind offered on 
the preſent occaſion, the only expedient ſhe could 
deviſe was to conceal Don Fernando under the 
bed. She forgot, however, in the agitation of 
her mind, to diſpoſe of his mantle, which lay 
= upon the table, where our hero had placed it on 
his firſt entrance into the room. Having thus, 
as ſhe thought, properly adjuſted matters, ſhe be- 
gan to exclaim with a loud voice: « What! and 
is it you, my precious dear? Blefled be the Vir- 
gin Mother of Chriſt for your ſafe arrival! But 
who, my dear, could have expected you fo late? 
Poor ſoul! How you muſt have fatigued your- 
ſelf! However, have a little patience, - love; you 
ſee I am ſcarcely awake yet; but I will get out 
of bed, and open the door for you immedi- 

= Rodriguez, being juſt come off a journey, ex- 
WE perienced, it is preſumed, ſome of thoſe ſalutary 
effects of travelling, of which we have already 
had occaſion to treat in different parts of this 

== work. For no ſooner had his wife opened the 
door, than he fell down with her upon the bed; not 
E altogether, we ſuppoſe, for the ſake of ſleeping, as 
he had not yet begun to diſencumber himſelf of _ 
8 fngle article of his own dreſs. But Catalina, be 
it known, was preſgue nue, being habited ſolely 
en chemiſe—the reader is intreated to pardon us 
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for giving 1 names to this part of female 
attire, which has in all ages been ſo much ad- 
mired by the gentlemen, that few, if any, can be 
found among them, that would not at any time 
3 it to the moſt ſuperb and coſtly dreſs that 
Queens or Princeſſes ever wore on coronation 
days or birth-nights. Catalina, however, whole 
deſires had been already gratified by a man much 
better calculated to give ſatisfaction than her huſ- 
band, begged to be excuſed from undergoing the 
intended ceremony at preſent; adding, as the 
motive of her refuſal, that ſhe was apprehenſive 
left her dear ſpouſe might injure his precious 
health by applying bimſe if lizeAly to buſineſs, 


overheated as wr was with hard riding, and the 


_ cuſtomary fatigues of travelling. Conſider, 
| love!” —ſhe began“ how much you ſtand in 
need of reſt, We have at preſent long nights, 
thank God for all things! for which reaſon, let 
me perſuade you, my dear, to take firſt a little 
ſleep by way of recruiting nature, and when you 
awake, you will have both time and ability to 40 
the needſuls with greater vigour and ſuccets.” 
This tender-hearted harangue failed not FP its 
deſired effect, Charmed at finding his wife more 
attentive to his health, than to her own gratifi- 
_ cations, Rodriguez lifted himſelf up from the bed ; 
and his good humour being now in its ſuperlative 
degree, he reſolved, by way of teſtifying his gra- 
titude to Catalina for her diſintereſted ſolicitude 


3 Wor his welfare, to make her a preſent of ſome 


trinkets which he had purchaſed on the road, 
Fe or this Raupen he began to clear away the dif- 
| terent 


3 
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2 very firſt thing he chanced to clap his hands 


; 77 „ was the mantle of Don Fernando. How 


en have the moſt important ſecrets been dif- 


vered in conſequence of the moſt trifling neg- 


fate of Catalina's amour with our hero, had not 


5 Jature, when ſhe formed that lady of ſuch cn 
Mille materials, kindly furniſhed her with an 


qual portion of ready wit and cunning. De- 
ion, in the preſent inſtance, appeared almoſt 


evitable. Rodriguez, lifting up the precious 
lic, and ſurveying it attentively on every fide, 
he turned it round and round again, was. juſt 


eeedigg to croſs queſtion his wife on the oc- 
ion of its appearance in that place, when the 
ter, with an admirable degree of aflurance, 


. atching it out of his hands, began to croſs her 
cat and forehead, and to exhibit the livelieſt 
ns of aſtoniſhment and concern: “ Jeſus, 
Pod God! what a flat am I, to leave an article 


WW ſuch value ſo publicly expoſed | Deuce take this 
8 e fool's-head of mine] Had any other perſon 
eſides yourſelf, my dear, ſet eyes upon this 


eit 
ad grimaces, began now to prick up his ears, 
Ind with a mixture of anger and ſurpriſe de- 


5 Won 6 love, and you {hall be made acquainted 
2 with 
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ent articles that encumbered the table, deſign- 1 
co place his ſaddle-bags thereon ; when lo! 


— 


and ſuch, no doubt, would have been the . 


Pantle, I ſhould have paid dear enough for my 


* Rodriguez, who Le as little as the man in 
De moon what to make of all theſe inuendoes 


. Banded an immediate explanation: “ A little 
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my. dear,” 1 
that ſlept here, about three months ago, in his wa 


ſtood near the bedſide, ſhe drew forth a puiſe 


man's ſervant as he fell aſleep in our kitchen?” 
„Why, aye, to be ſure,” —replied Rodrigues, Wl 
grinning with inward, heart-felt ſatisfaction, at the 3 

light of fo much treaſure—4 think I have ſome 


: with the whole affair; -was the crate dame' s re 12 
ply but firſt let us aſſure ourſelves that we af DR 


not overheard,” —opening the door, and ftretchin mr 5 
forth her neck as ſhe pronounced theſe word; _ 
Finding the coaſt clear: & Don't you remembe Mai 
—ſhe continued—<the young gentlerfaj bay] 


to Seville? - What gentleman are you ſpeaki 


: of 2*? —interrupted the huſband. —< Why, a younz 1 
gentleman, my dear, that put up here one night * 


much about the time that you firſt began to ET | 
make love to me. He was dreſt, you know; ii 


-a blue coat, richly embroidered with. gold, and 55 ö 
rode a ſpirited ſtone-horſe, moſt, elegantly capa 
riſoned, with trappings of gold and filver.” - 


80 May 1 be damned,” —interrupted Rodriguez i 


ſecond time — “ if I Know a ſingle fyllable of all Pts. 


you have juſt been ſaying.”—<« God bleſs me ! nf oh 


dear,” —replied Catalina—* what a treacherou 5 
memory you muſt havs : but come, let me («i 
- whether J can't aſſiſt you a little. - 

will you wager with me, that I recal the whole 5 
tranſaction in a trice to your remembrance ?”? 15 


What, now, 


With theſe words, unlocking a ſmall trynk that 


pretty well ſtuffed with broad pieces, and ſhaking WW 
it in her huſband's face: & Well, my dear, can 
you remember purloining this from the gentle- 


Sant recollection of that ens. by the ſame 
"I; | token 
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token as ou almoſt ſmothered me with kiſſes | 
when I delivered my prize into your hands. 

« You muſt know then,” continued Catalina, 


= © that not many days back, during your abſence, 


this ſelf-ſame gentleman put up at our houſe a 
ſecond time, on his return from Seville. Emulous 

of imitating your example, I watched my oppor- 
tunity for plunder; and whilſt his domeſtics were 


buly in carrying up ſtairs, ſome one thing, ſome 


another, I contrived, without being obſerved, to 

lay hold of his mantle, which 1 immediately 
ſecured in a proper place. At nights to be ſure, 

there was a pretty commence, 


called for the moon. It would have done your 


heart good to have ſeen how well 1 carried the 


matter off:“ I'll be ſworn that I left it here, 
ſaid the ſervant; “ and who the devil can have 
taken it away?“ „“ And who the devil indeed?“ 
quoth I, —< be aſſured that whoever did it, has too 
mug wit own . Ei En 
« As good luck would have it, our houſe hap- 
pened to ſwarm that day with gueſts and travellers 
of every deſcription : muleteers, jack-aſs-drivers, 
pedlars, gypſies, thief-takers, and a whole troop 
of tag, rag, and bobtail. The loſs of the mantle, 
therefore, could not poſſibly throw any ſlur upon 
the houſe or its domeſtics. My gentleman ſwore, 
to be ſure, pretty handſomely ; but what of that? 
ſwearing, I knew, could never recal his mantle; 
that was mine beyond the power of oaths to de- 
prive me of it: ſo the devil a ſtraw cared 1 tor all 
his bluſtering.“ VV 
% ˙ nt, 5 85 « All 


t. | he gentleman _ 
called for his mantle; as well might he have 
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25 85 All that was very right, and as it ought to 
be,“ interrupted Rodriguez; © but what the devil 


* 
* 


een by the domeſtics ?? 1 
Catalina's embarraſſment at this unexpected 


"demand, was perhaps little inferior to that of her 


great-grandmother Eve, when challenged with 
eating the forbidden fruit. However, like her 


[1 
, P 


2 loſs for an anſwer. 


% + 


« Why, my dear,” ſhe began, “ was ever any 


body like 8 ? You will never leave a body 
time to finiſh one's ſtory. To-morrow, you 
know, is Sunday; and as I always take great 
pride in ſeeing you look ſpruce and neat, I have 

F Peer bruſhing up your holiday cloaths, and getting 

© a clean ſhirt ready for you. For my dreams, theſe 
two or three nights paſt, have foretold that your 
return wauld be ſudden and unexpected. But as 


my memory, love, is not ſo good as your own, 


I forgot to lock up this mantle, which I took out 
of my trunk with the reſt of your things. And 
now that you have ſeen it,” —added the craſty 
dame, at the ſame time pretending to weep— 
4% ſuppoſe I ſhall be none the better for my 
. pains. You'll ſel] it, fo you will; and keep the 
money yourſelf, as you have frequently ſerved me 
already on ſimilar occaſions.” _ 1 
Hereupon Rodriguez, burſting into a loud fit 


brings the mantle here, where it is liable to be 


* 7 * * © 4 * ts 2 
H % e ob 28 11 Jan 8 . 1 . £ - 5 * - : I 4 
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great-grandmother aforeſaid, ſhe was not long at 


of laughter“ By my faith, but ſuch hands as 


your's were never made to lie idle! God only 
ſend your fingers may not one time or other en- 
danger your neck!“ — Then diſplaying the mantle 


|  CUCKOLDOM. N 
on every ſide— “ By the Holy Virgin! here's a 
piece of ſtuff fit to cover my Lord-Mayor. Tis, 
XZ honeſtly worth fifty ſhillings, if it be worth a 
= groat, But tell me, does your uncle know any 
© thing of the matter? “ God forbid ''—replied 
Catalina“ if he did, he would inſiſt on going 
halves with us.“ He be hanged firſt!” returned 
Rodriguez; —“ I'll take it to Almagro or Saint 
Croix on Monday; and whatever it ſells for, 
you ſhall have your ſhare of; take my word for 
j CET res FR 
| Whilſt this virtuous couple were thus debating 
on the fate of Don Fernando's mantle, its 
wretched owner was in a ſituation which he 
would gladly have given the worth of twenty 
= mantles to * relieved from. Excluſive - of the 
& conſequences he had to dread from the jealaus 
| fury of Rodriguez, in cafe he ſhould be diſcovered, 
he began to grow heartily tired of lying underneath 
a bedſtead, on the bare floor, in a cold night, with 
no other covering in the world than his ſhirt. 
How to eſcape, he was utterly at a loſs to deviſe; 
for Rodriguez, locking the door, prepared to un- 
= dreſs himſelf, Catalina, however, who longed for 
his releaſe from confinement, not leſs ardently than 
our captive hero himſelf, ſoon gave him reafon to 
confeſs that a woman's wit is never at a ſtand. Ad- 
dreſſing her huſband with a well diflembled look 
of tenderneſs: « My dear“ —ſhe began—** the 
Journey muſt certainly have created you an« ap- 
petite; at any rate it will be very improper for 
you to go to bed without taking ſome little re- 
freſhment. Below in the kitchen you will find 
. VVV bett 
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beſt part x a bottle of neſt. excellent wine, 
together with the wing and OS of a r 
- idge. _.. 5 
: Rodriguez, whoſe avarice at any time kept 
pace with his gluttony, ſo that it was difficult to 
aſcertain which predominated moſt, began to fear 
that his wife had grown extravagant during his 
abſence. Much, therefore, as he longed to fall 
foul of the aforelai fragments, he could not refrain 
from interrogating his wife, whence the bad pto- 
cured ſuch plenty of good cheer? 
From the lady of a gentleman delonging 
to the Court,” — replied Catalina — who has 


1 me the honour to put up at BY houſe to 
night.“ : 


Rodriguez. 
1 Ans wherefore, pray, that queſtion Pi. 
| terrupted Catalina peeviſhly, counterfeiting no 
ſmall degree of indignation. 

& « Becauſe, do you fee,” —quoth Rodriguez? — 
„ have half a mind to try my fortune with 
. 

You try your fortune with the lady! Pee 
I zige the wife ſcornfully “ta pretty ſtory, faith! 
What, you want a good thraſhing, I ſuppoſe ? * 
For, depend upon it, her fervants would break 
every bone in that carcaſe of your's, you old cater- 
wauling lecher, if you dared but to fet foot i in- 
ſide of her apartment.“ 

« Gently, gently, good dame,” —quoth Rodri- 
guez—“ What, and if I ſhould even find her 
cuckold of a huſband in bed with her, do you 

? imagine ; 


Does the lady lep alone Pn demanded hop 
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nagine that the chicken-hearted poltroon would 
are to wag his little finger at me: But why 
Rand I here, arguing the caſe, till I am fairly 
Ehoaked with thirſt? Rather let me have a taſte | 
pf that ſame delicious wine, which you have been 
"0 aunting to GR Ree 3 
ò7gqQFou may have it for fetching,” — was 
e reply—“ and my advice is, that you be 
quick in your motions as poſſible; or much I 


oubt, whether our rogue of a hoſtler will 


= 
2 y 


ot otherwiſe be beforehand with you. The 
n of a gun hps a damned liquoriſh tooth, you 


IS. 9”: 
no. 5 


. 


Has he, by God!” — interrupted Rodri- 


uez—“ If ever I catch the ſcoundrel dipping 

is whiſkers in my wine, the devil a tooth will L 
have in that aſs's ſkull of his; neither his liquoriſh 
Poth, nor any one elſe. Damn me, but III 
Pirly kick the raſcal's guts out? 


"_ 
— 
*a 

"I 


Whether Rodriguez, like other great orators, 
Per made the ſcience of attitudes and geſtures 
Is particular ſtudy; or whether it was purely the 
ect of chance; certain it is, that he accom- 
Enid the latter part of his ſpeech with ſuch 
Potions of his body, as the moſt ſevere of our 
eatrical critics would pronounce to be perfect- 
W analogous ; and ſtretching out his right leg 
ich no ſmall degree of vehemence, as he 
WW onounced the words, « P!] fairly kick,” &c. 
his ſhoe in the ſtruggle ſlipped. off his foot, 
d was flung a conſiderable diſtance underneath 
t bed. | LES IT | = , Ne 2 
= 5 What 
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What may « 
at this critical moment, v we e not attempr to 9 3 cl 
deſeribe; any further, than that we are of opinion 80 

no man living, except a condemned criminal 

ordered for immediate execution, would volun- ag 4 

tarily have exchanged ſituations with him. His 

fate, literally ſpeaking, hung by a ſingle hair, and 

Tag 6 ſhort of a miracle ſeemed capable of ſav- 

him from detection, and, in all probability, | 

frm immediate deſtruction. This time, how-l 
ever, he ſtood indebted for his ſafety to one of the 

moſt trifling circumſtances imaginable. Cata- 

lina chanced to have taken her ſtand nearer to 
the candle than her huſband. Inſignificant as it. 

may appear, this local advantage . the 
means of our hero's ſalvation. ; 
| Rodriguez, after groping ſome time inf 


vain for his ſtray ſhoe, had m— frreechel 


forth his hand with intent to lay hold of the 
candle, when Catalina, foreſeeing his deſign, 
which, if accompliſhes, would be attended with 
inevitable ruin, ſnatched up the light herſelf, andi 
rating her huſband pretty handfomely for a blind 5 
15 þuzzard, and a bungler, with many other the lik H 
opprobrious terms, pretended to look for the ſho 5] 
under the table, where ſhe very well kneviil 
there was nothing of the kind to be found. Rod. 
riguez, however, was not in a mood at preſent 
for reliſhing this ill-timed raillery, as he con- 
ceived it, and infiſted therefore on her delivering a: 
the candle into his own hand. = 
What ſtep, I beg leave to aſk the fomale pa pre 
of my readers, could Catalina poſſibly take __— a U 
fa ct 


ſtant detection. «Here, take it, love!“ preſenting 
the candle to her huſband, who eagerly firetched 
forth his hand to receive it; but in the very in- 
tant as he thought to- ſoeitte: it in his graſp, 
15 the crafty dame took care to fall, as it were b 


out, but having moreover the tinder-box within 
her reach, ſhe very pr udently contrived to ſcatter 


Ay 


ſome drops of #**#**#* *#*#*#*# into it, by 
from that quarter was utterly precluded. 


ſtood curling and ſwearing at the accident, and 


thef 
gn 
eithl = 
andi 
line zhe took her to be, with his dagger; a weapon 
like 

hol 
nevi chat the perſon who had touched him took 
od, no notice of the circumſtance, his better genius 
ſent 
rio 


with her hand for the ſhoe. In this attempt her 


of her huſband, could ſcarcely refrain from ruſh- 


Wthouſand curſes on the poor unfortunate ſhoe, ſhe 


par 
wit 


Ja whit behind hand with her in the happy talent and 
aferil 


habit 


CUcK K OLDOM, TEE N 


| Wcafety it in. this extremity ? To refuſe, wht have i 
: Þ created ſuſpicion; —to comply, would have been in- 


chance, and managed matters with ſuch admirable 
dexterity, that not only the candle was fairly put 


which means all poſſibility of obtaining a light 5 
Then approaching the bed, whilſt her buſband 5 
talmoſt choaked with rage, the ſoftly groped about 


ingers happened to come in contact with the feet 
of Don Fernando, who miſtaking her hand for that 


hes ling out incontinently, and ſtabbing his enemy, as 
which he never neglected to carry with him in 


the purſuit of bis amours. Perceiving, however, 


ſuggeſted to him to continue quiet: and Catalina 
ſoon after ſucceeded in recovering the cauſe of 
all this diſturbance and alarm. Beſtowing ten 


= it to her huſband, who on his ſide was not 
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| Badit of 0 55 he very kcal wiſhed 
| candle, candleſtick, ſhoe, wife, and all the whole 


tote of them at the pe | 

Emboldened by ſo many hair-breadth cleapes, 
Catalina now began to carry it over her huſband 
with a high and lofty hand; and as he flill con- 


tinued mouthing curles at a very. round rate, on 
account of his being obliged to. undreſs himſelf 
in the dark, ſhe very contemptuouſly aſked him 
what he meant by giving himſelf fo many airs; 

and, „damn me”—added ſhe,—«< if I believe 

8 have heart enough to venture down ſtairs 
5 y yourſelf, and light your Candle. at the kitchen 


fire. = 


; Ce) 


Nleta 
Neta 
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CHAP, vi. 


5 Hetaphyſical diſcuſſion concerning the je ne ſear quo! 
ge ladies“ panegyriſt Lucky eſcape— Double 
perplexity Adventure with the . Jquori/b tooth 
| Celebrated aphoriſm of Galenus—- Morality, 


THERE is in human nature a certain je ne 
al quo, for I am not metaphyſician enough to 
efine it, - which renders us apt at times to train 
Wt a gnat and ſwallow a camel. Examples, by way 
evidence, in ſupport of this hypotheſis, might 
ge brought forward in abundance; but this is a 
bk we Jeave to the reader's own ingenuity to per- 
rm, Now it is a common obſervation amongſt 1 
hiloſophers, that the ladies are not only endowed . 
ith a greater proportion, but are likewiſe better 
filled in the management of this whimſical qua- 
ty,—the je ne ſcar quoi I mean, — than the male 
that is to ſay, they underſtand better than we 
n pretend to do, the mode and manner how to 
ork upon and call it into action. Hence, when Ca- Ion 
lina reproached her huſband as not having heart 
ficient to light a candle at the kitchen-fire, ſhe 
d her eye inconteſtibly upon his je ne ſcai quoi, 
hich ſhe well knew was then in a very fore and 
ktful condition. The blow was well aimed, 


and 


E 
R 0 8 


diſlolution, inſtantly bedewed his whole fram 
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up not unlike A hedgehog, Or a cat, when you g 4 


ſtroke her back againſt the grain during a thun- 
der-ſtorm, he damned his wife for a provoking I. 
huſſey, or rather for ſomething worſe.—« You : 


ſhall ſoon ſee, quoth he, “ whether 1 dare to E 


> FRECHEE. + ene 10 
light a candle or not!”*—and away he hurried don 7 
| ſtairs, ET Tl TORE 4» 7 


The moment his back was turned, our car 


tive hero began to meditate his eſcape; Catalin| 
had no need to intreat him to withdraw; for ou 


he ruſhed from her apartment with far greater haſt 5 


and precipitancy than he had entered it. Cover 8 
with dirt, feathers, and every ſpecies of naſt ine 


and filth; and not chooſing to preſent himſelf be 
fore his wife in that engaging figure, he very pri 


dently directed his ſteps to the room where lh 


valet de chambre was quartered. Valerio e 


juſt under the pleaſing influence of a gentle ſun 


ber, in which Fancy recalled the ſcene that hi 
been acted between him and his miſtreſs, at i 
time Don Fernando knocked at the door. If 
_ awoke at the found, and inſtantly recognizing tl 
well-known voice of his maſter, who loudly «l 
manded entrance, his fears naturally ſuggeſted! 


him, that Donna Maria muſt have unwitting 
| betrayed the whole adventure to her huſband : ii 


a viſit from his maſter at ſuch an unſeaſonable hou 
could not, he was perſuaded, have any other obj 


in view, than vengeance on the preſumptuous d 


fender that had diſhonoured his maſter's bed, 4 
involuntary ſweat, cold as the awful forerunner 


med 


and Rodriguez felt it in its full force; for briſtlins Ml 
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fore left him, of eſcaping the jealous fury of an in- 
cenſed and injured huſband, was to make his retreat 


Bars, ſtrong as iron and the blackſmith's art could 


or a Hercules would have been puzzled to diſ- 
lodge, effectually precluded all poſſibility of flight. 
Meanwhile, Don Fernando ſtill kept thunder- 
ing at the door, and with tremendous oaths and 
curſes, calling upon Valerio by name, peremptorily 
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Wtantly obliged to comply, though we ſcruple not 


be door to the molt ſavage Hyrcanian tyger, 


ed to his own agitation of mind, had fuch an 


nent Don Fernando entered the room, recom- 
Wnended his foul with many groans and pious eja- 


g culations to the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, 1 
y Happy was it for the page, that Don Fernando's 


houghts were, if poſſible, ſtill leſs at eaſe than his 


tional farce might have proved rather tragical. 
But, as matters then ſtood, Valerio found it no dif- 
cult taſk to perſuade his maſter, that his ſurprize 


thoroughly 


means of defence he had none: the only hope there- 


chrough the window. But even this chance of de- 
liverance he found unfortunately ſhut againſt him. 


make them, and which the ſtrength of a Sampſon 
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ſinſiſted on being inſtantly admitted. Hemmed in 
on every ſide, the poor wreteh ſaw himſelf reluc- 


* 5.6 
. 


$4 Ye © 7 
i 


to affirm, that he would full as ſoon have opened 


= The ſtrange figure which his maſter cut, add- 


bY - * 

2 N 9694 Þ . 
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effect upon Valerio, that he was ready to die with 
ear; and, falling down upon his knees the mo- 


Own, otherwiſe the conſequences of this devo- 


at beholding him in ſuch a ſad plight and pickle, had 
truck ſo great a damp upon his ſpirits, that he 
feared it would be a long time before he ſhould | 
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thoroughly get the better of it. Don Fernand 1 

ſaid ſeveral kind things to comfort him; and, | 
after exacting from him a promiſe of inviolable ſe. WW 
- crely, proceeded to acquaint him with the inau- 2! 
ſpicious iſſue of his intrigue. The page teſtified w 
great uneaſineſs at the danger and inconvenience 4 
which his maſter had encountered: made a fig 2 
with all poſfible diſpatch : clean linen, ſoap, and P! 
water were produced in an inſtant; and our hero Cs 
having ſpruced himſelf up a little, retired ſoon hi 
after to his own apartment, where he fneakeif f of 
into bed as quietly as a child, ſtill ſmarting from to 
the rod, for fear of diſturbing his wife. Here then A 
we will leave him for the preſent, and weinen to; h 
Rodriguez. be. 
Re © worthy gentleman, ignorant G what wal th 
tranſacting above ſtairs, was buſily employed in, N 
puffing and blowing the laſt ſparks of the kitchen- th 
fire below, in order to obtain a light; the tinder- . n 
box being, as already related in the foregoing chap-· hi 
ter, too deeply deluged by his wife's * * R de 
* ** **, for hin to have any hopes from the he 
quarter, This operation being at length rappif ip 
atchie ved, though not without a full half-houri af 
_ fatigue, Rodriguez haſtened to the pantry in V 
queſt of the delicious wine and partridge, for which ; b 
his chops had not ceaſed to water from the fuf el 
moment he heard mention made thereaf. Bu di. 
where ſhall 1 find words in all the languages than V 
have ever been coined ſince the building of Babe) s 
to expreſs his ſurpriſe, fury, and indignation, a hc 


85 finding the bottle empty, and nothing left of the pai- 8 


73 but the bare bones? A dünnere epicurÞ# 
10 ; 


Fins 
. 
23 5. 
pep of, 
2 WT 
9 9 
- kt 
2 
pl 
A) 
N 4 
44 by - 
th 
N by 
N 
WY a 
» 
n 
8 
. — 
2 
BY 
LA 
n 
* ht 
Gor 
* 


cuckol Do. 65 


is, perhaps, one of the maddeſt beings in the cre- 


ation | Rodriguez inſtantly recollecting the ſuſ- 


icions which his wife had thrown out againſt the 
oftler, lays hold of the handle of a birch-broom, 


and, fully bent on vengeance, hurries to the garret 


= where this unfortunate lad was wont to ſleep. 


Approaching the bed with the filent tread of 


a midnight murderer, he began without much 
preface to ſhower down blows upon his hapleſs 


carcaſe, as thick as hail. The fury depicted in 
his countenance, added to the natural deformity 
of his viſage, might well cauſe the poor wretch 
to miſtake him for the Devil in propria perſona. 


And conſcience, at the ſame time, reproaching 
him with having lately robbed the pot-wench of 
ker maiden treaſure, he could imagine no other 
than that Lucifer himſelf was come piping hot from 


Hell to carry him off. Invoking, therefore, all 


the ſaints in Paradiſe to his aſſiſtance, who un- 


fortunately happened to be too far off to hear 


him, he made but. one ſpring from the bed to the 


door, and took to his heels as ſwift as ever his ſaid 


heels would carry him. Rodriguez, however, 
ſpurred on to revenge by the cravings of a diſ- 


appointed ſtomach, eafily kept pace with him, and 


whilſt he continued to belabour the poor fellow's 


back and ſhoulders, would every now and then ex- 
claim: What, and ſo you found it a nice, delicious 


tit bit, Maſter Slobberchops !—fine and tender, 1 
warrant—But [1] ſpoil. your digeſtion, believe me! 
That liquoriſh tooth of your's ſhall never lay 


hold of another,” 


8 3 
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All theſe expreſſions were very naturally ap- 
plied by the oſtler to his late affair with the pot- 
wench; for as to the crime for whieh Rodriguez 
infficted this ſevere puniſhment upon him he was 
perfectly innocent, Catalina herſelf being the perſon 
who had devoured both the partridge and the wine. 
If therefore he was at no loſs to comprehend what 
the ſuppoſed Devil meant by his delicious fit hit, 
he was ſtill leſs perplexed in ſolving the allegory 
of the liguoriſb tooth, and finding himſelf but little 
inclined to part with ſo valuable a member, though 


he could not but admire the Devil's modeſty in 


giving it ſo chaſte a name, he manfully reſolved 
to make one bold puſh in its defence. Rodriguez 
had by this time driven him to the farther end of 
the gallery that overlooked the court; the height 
was not much above fifteen feet, but had it Veen 
1 many hundred, what man, 1 beg leave to alk, 


would have heſitated a moment to drop it in de- 


fence of his tarriwags? © Sunt enim teſtes bene 

« owvend: principium, writes Galenus. Our 
oſtler therefore made a ſudden ſpring, juſt as Rod- 
riguez with uplifted arm was preparing to give 
him a precious wipe acroſs the buttocks, by which 
he cleared the railing of the gallery, and happily 
alighting upon his feet, ran ſtraitway to the ſtable, 
where he crept in amongſt the ſtraw, panting 


like the timorous hare that has juſt eſcaped the 


furious purſuit of the huntſman. 


Rodriguez, diſappointed of his revenge by this 

manceuvre, returned vexed and diſcontented to 
his wife, to whom, after expatiating on the great- 
heſs of his loſs, he made known the puniſhment 
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he had in part inflicted on the offender. Catalina 
found his conduct highly meritorious : thieves, 
ſhe obſerved, ought to be puniſhed ſeverely, eſ- 
pecially when they ſtole ſuch trifles, that being a 
plain proof that they ſtole merely for the ſake of 
ſtealing ; and ſpeaking of the beating which the 
poor devil had received, ſhe very pertinently re- 
marked, that he richly deſerved ten times more; 
not ſo much, ſhe ſaid, on account of the value of 
the thing, as the want of principle, which it 
evinced. Our virtuous couple then renewed their 
wonted embraces, and peace and quietneſs were 
once more reſtored to the whole houſe, = | 
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CHAP, VII. 


Late nours—The token—Freſh inſtance of Valerio's 
diſcretion— Donna Maria goes to hear maſs, 


\_. SOON as Aurora, with her roſy fingers, 


(to ſpeak in the language of Homer) had un- 
| barred the cryſtal gates of light, and flaming 
from his watery bed emerged the golden God of 


day in plain Engliſh, as ſoon as it began to dawn, 
which at that ſeaſon of the year mult have been 


about four o'clock in the morning—the ſervants 
of Fernando prepared for their departure from 
Viſo, agreeable to the orders they had received 


+ foregoing night. But when Camilla went to 


_ call her miſtreſs, finding the curtains of the bed 


= _ cloſe drawn, and the awful filence of the bed- 


chamber interrupted ſolely by the ſnoring of Fer- 


nando, ſhe judged it imprudent to diſturb his 


+ repoſe at preſent, and accordingly withdrew as 
ſoftly as poſſible. Donna Maria, however, not 
having undergone ſuch hardſhips and fatigues, 


both of bodFand of mind, as her huſband had ex- 


perienced during his concealment under the bed- 


ſtead in Catalina's apartment, ſtood naturally in 
leſs need of ſleep, which the poet aptly calls the 


« Grand Reflgrative of Nature]! She lay there- 
„„ „„ fie 
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fore only doſing in a kind of inactive ſlumber, 
from which ſhe was eaſily rouſed by the noife 
which the opening and ſhutting of the bed room 
door, in ſpite of Camilla's utmoſt precaution, 
JJC 25 
It is a practice with many men, and from 
what follows, I ſhould ſuppoſe it to be cuſtomary 
with the ladies likewiſe, to rub their eyes, and 
' ſcratch their heads, and pick their ears, and gape 
and yawn, with many other odd preparatory mo- 
tions and grimaces, when firſt they awake, and 
are about to leave the downy couch, The reaſon 
= of all this may very probably be met with in 
|= Ariftotle, or in ſome other writer on the ſubject _ 
of Natural Hiſtory, in whoſe works, therefore, 
the reader is kindly requeſted to look for it. Don- 
na Maria was acting in ſtrict conformity to this 
laudable example, when happening to direct her 
fingers behind her left ear, in purſuit of a certain 
enemy that ſeemed to thirſt after her blood, ſhe 
diſcovered that one of her drops was miſſing. 
This circumſtance at once recalled to her re- 
membrance the paſt tranſactions of the night, 
which otherwiſe ſhe might, perhaps, have con- 
ſidered as little more than a dream. She aroſe 
immediately, and without awaking her huſband, 
gave Camilla a call to come and help her to 
— oF 3 
Ph he loſs of the ear- ring naturally became an ob- 
ject of enquiry, whilſt the important buſineſs of the 
toilet was going forward. Donna Maria witk truly 
admirable preſence of mind counterfeited a welt 
diſſembled ſurpriſe, and deſired to know whether 
„ Valerio 
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Valerio, had not delivered 4 it to the femme de 0 . 
Bre, as he had been ordered to do? “ No in- 
deed, Madam,” was the reply; «I have neither ſeen 


nor heard any thing about it.“ “ That's very 
_ extraordinary indeed!” quoth Donna Maria 
] let it fall laſt night as I was going up ſtairs, 


and fearing that it "might have received ſome 
damage, for my foot chanced to tread upon it, 1 


deſired Valerio to examine it, and carry it to you, 


in caſe he found it unhurt.” —< It muſt have 
e bis memory, Madam,“ replied the femme 
de chambre —for the reader muſt know that 
Valerio ranked high in the good graces of that 


lady Nothing in the world more likely,“ in- 


terrupted Donna Maria; indeed it fairly ſlipped 
my own: but run immediately, Camilla, and alk 5 


- or it. 


Valerio, who, in more than one "Gul of the 


word, might juſtly be ſtiled a lad of uncommon 


parts, eaſily dived into the true meaning of this 


meſſage from Donna Maria; wherefore, deſirin 


© Camilla to make a handſome apology to his lady : 
for the neglect he had been guilty of, he delivered 


_ the ear-ring into her hands, not forgetting at the 
fame time to ſwear and curſe pretty decently at 
his own ſtupidity and want of thought, Donna 


Maria was fo charmed with this freth inſtance of 
diſcretion in her young Adonis, that ſhe could 


ſcarcely refrain from betraying what paſſed i in her 


| foul, by launching forth unſeafonably in his praiſe = 
- before her maid. But the preſence of Don Fer- 
== who fortunately happened to awake juſt 
at this critical moment, laid a proper reſtraint 


Our 


Sy pon her conduct. 
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making for their departure, deſired that his former 
YL o travel further till after dinner. * You are not 
75 

rhich the utmoſt anxiety for his welfare was de- 


picted. © Nothing to fignify,” was the reply 
any further than a moſt confounded head- ach, 


ove.” —« Well then, my dear, try what a little 


dyhile, I will go to church with my attendants and 
ear maſs. Thus you will have no one to diſ- 
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Our hero ſeeing the preparations that were 
Worders might be countermanded, as he wiſhed not 


ih I hope ?”—enquired his wife, with a look in 


hich a few hours ſleep, I truſt, will totally re- 


eſt will do,” quoth Donna Maria“ mean- 


| with ſome hundred more of the like preciou 
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' CHAP. VIII, 15S; 


Religious reſlections, Wh a | Gu Aurel on on t 
policy of confeſſion and abſolution Donna Mari 
meets with a freſh adventure on her return from 
church The Author's apology to the ladies fa 
ſins of omiſfion—Infallible cure for the head- ad 
Perfect underſtanding between all parties. 


IT has often been a matter of no ſmall ſur 
prize with me, that the leſs religion many peoplh 
have, the greater ſeems to be the pleaſure thai 
take in a conſtant attendance upon church duties 
Whether this proceeds from a diabolical ſyſtenM 
of hypocriſy, or rather from * * * * AA Ai 
* * , I am at a loſs to determine; thou 
certainly it = be owned, that perſons of a 
amorous diſpoſition may well experience raptur 
not altogether ſpiritual, in rehearſing the luſcioq 
hymns, or rather let me call them Love Som 
which under the maſk of devotion are chaunteſ 
to the Bleſſed Virgin. & Pretiſa coli rin 

« Beatus, qui te aſpicit ! Eja Virgo, fons amoris" 


anointed paſſages, have, I am firmly of opinion ode 
| been frequently addreſſed to objects in a congref ws 


gatiol 
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x gation not quite ſo many miles diſtant as the 
Holy Virgin is ſuppoſed to be!! 5 
5 When the Holy Man of God has pronounced 
Nabſolution, and the heavy burden of ſin is taken 


of 


= * Thejuſtice of the above remarks of my author 
extends much further than ſome perſons at firſt ſigh: 
15 might be apt to imagine. The Janitſcharies of ſuper- 


uu ation and fanaticiſin in all ages, from the times of 
on 


Moſes to the preſent day, have uniformly made it 
fo... .: | ; . 3 
their ſtudy and practice to impoſe upon the weakneſs 
of human nature, and by working upon the organs 
of ſenſe, to pave their way to the heart. That im- 
portant point once gained, their conqueſt became 
rertain and complete. A heated imagination ſeldom 
ails of its triumph over reaſon. Hence Moſes laid 
be foundation of a hierarchy more powerful and : 
eſpotic than the moſt abſolute monarchy : hence 
he murderer of Uriah ſung and played himſelf to be 
(tend he man after God's own heart ! and from acting the 
+ + part of 2% and devil- layer to Saul, raiſed himſelf to 
aug e ſupreme honours of royalty !-—Hence the ſuper- 
tous rites of idolatry, whether among Egyptians, 
Preeks, or Afiatics; whether among the Indians of 
ure North America, the Bonzes of China, or the Ange- 
Focks of Greenland. Hence the prepoſterous ow 
Wntry of the church of Rome ;—and hence, laſtly, 
e introduction of love-feaſts, of wanton airs, 
nd amorous ſongs in the chapels of Methodifm. 
ris lelting expreſſions of tenderneſs, diſtilled from 
Polomon's Epithalamium, or Song of Songs; marked 
Inder the rotten diſguiſe of religious and bro- 
Wierly love, and adapted to ſtrains the moſt light, 
rifling, and voluptuous that can poſſibly be con- 
| . ceived, 
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off one's ſhoulders, how light and eaſy does the 
| heart feel! Remorſe of conſcience no longer preys 


at a diſtance; Father Boniface whiſpers remiſſion 
ſelves encouraged to take up our bed and walk— 
St. Peter ob clavium poteſtatem, can obtain forgive- 
[neſs of a murder, or a rape, the devil in hell 


may pity thoſe mean-ſpirited wretches for me, 


I am bold to add, thai the Park itſelf cannot boat 


greater exchange of ogles, of nodded becks, and 
wreathed ſmiles. Let but any unprejudiced reader 


. 
,o R 
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upon the mind; divine wrath no longer terrifies 
of ſins in our ears, and ſtraitway we feel our— 


to the commiſſion of new. If then a few extra- 
ordinary Paternoſters, with the cuſtomary fee to 


* 


ceived, form in my humble opinion, if not the pri. 


mary, at leaſt one | Sp cauſe of the wonderful 

iſm meets with in this country. 
Love-ſick virgins, dying ſwains, and even doating i 
old age itſelf, are ſeen driving in crowds to the dit- 
ferent tabernacles of this er pa where they are 


ſucceſs which Metho 


ſure to. find their paſſions raiſed even to madneſs.— 


Here it is that religious courtſhips are made; hem 


the lovers frequently appoint their rendezvous; and 


a larger liſt of aflignations, nor the Play-houſe 1 


peruſe with candour the following lines, which I my: 


ſelf have heard ſung, applauded, and admired in a cer- 
_ tain chapel not many miles diftant from Fetter-lane, 
and I ſhould wiſh to aſk him whether he ſtill con- 
tinues to wonder at the eager infatuation with which 
weak deluded people flock to theſe aſſemblies? 3 
conſulting Page 105 of the Second Part of the large! 


Collection of Moravian Hymns, publiſhed in Lon. 
don anno 1754, any reader may convince himica 
5 F;; BE es e uh 
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ho ftupidly prefer to die in their ſins, and be 


ö bamned! 

Thus, when he finds his credit fink, 
n And landlord will not truſt his brother, 
- ES The toper, ſtill athirſt for drink, 
1 Pays off one core to chalk another. 5 


0 And ſuch were Thi Mari s ntimente 


. Phe was now on her return from church with 
Abeart as light as air, or ſwan- down feather, when 


e was overtaken, at ſome diſtance from the 


ho Inn, by a gentleman and lady on horſeback, fol- 

owed by four domeſtics in ſuperb liveries of green 
i. nd gold. The magnificence of theſe travellers 
fund their retinue might well excite her curioſity ; 
) Donna Maria ſtopt to take a nearer view of them 
they paſſed, and was not a little ſtruck with the 
lit. praceful figure. of the 8 and the richneſs of 
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Pecaſion. It runs thus: 


23 g i The ſoul, which Lace s pure 5 . 


and 0 CEaſts at her bridegroom tender glances ! 


ade Her very inmoſt you rs are fired, 

Hs. ; To meet him ſwiftly ſhe advances, 

cer 80 that in cold indifference ; 
ano he foe can't keep us, for our lover 

con- Sets on us with Love's vehemence, 


And does his beauteous form diſcover |! ! 
„Difficile eſt Satyram non ſeribere l 


her 


hat the paſſage quoted has not been forged for this 


Note by the Tranſlator. 
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her dreſs. But a deep veil, which reached heloy 


her ſhoulders, prevented her from recognizing 


the features of her face. And here I muſt cal 
upon the female part of my readers, and intreat 
their pardon for having omitted to give them a 


full and circumſtantial deſcription of the {i}ks, 


laces, embroidered ſtuffs, &c. which the Jady 
wore :—they need, however, only conſult the 


Fairy Tales of Don Arganda, and from thence 


transfer whatever they find grand, magnificent, 
and beautiful, to the perſon of my fair incognita. 
: By this time the ſtrangers had reached the inn, 
_ whither Donna Maria was not ſlow in following 
them; and being now within hearing of their 
diſcourſe, her aſtoniſhment. was not a little ex- 


| cited, when ſhe heard the gentleman enquire of 
Catalina, who came out to receive them; whether 


a certain lady of faſhion, (deſcribing our heroine 


with the utmoſt exactneſs) had not put up at that 
inn the preceding night, on her way to Madrid! 
Upon being anſwered in the affirmative, the gen- 
tleman continued to obſerve, that his niece, by 
which appellation he diſtinguiſhed his fair com- 
panion, having likewiſe in view to travel to the 


ſame city, and being vaſtly delighted with the 
high encomiums paſted upon that lady at every 


place through which they had paſſed, withed 


15 greatly to have the pleaſure of her company.— 


Donna Maria, at this inſtant diſcovering herſell, 


returned the gentleman many compliments for his 
politeneſs ; and having now a fair opportunity of 


regarding the features of the lady, in conſequence 


of her veil being thrown back, ſhe beheld with 


admira- 


— 


Q2admiration and ſurprize an air of majeſty blended 
= with the moſt exquiſite beauty, which, whilſt it 
impreſſed an awe upon ſpectators, took away no- 
thing from the lovelineſs of her charms, | 
Aſter a mutual exchange of compliments be- 
tween the ladies, by way of welcome, Donna 


Maria poſted to her huſband, whom ſhe found in 
bed, though perfectly awake. The praiſes which 


| ſhe Javiſhed upon the beauty of the fair incognita 
quickly diſpelled the fmall remains of head-ach, 
which Fernando ſtill laboured under. Accordingly 
he aroſe in order to drefs himſelf, and willing to 
| conceal from his wife the loſs of his mantle, which, 
if perceived, might have paved the way to certain 
very diſagreeable diſcoveries, he called for his 
gayeſt ſuit; very gallantly obſerving, that having 
always been a great admirer of the fair- ſex, he 
ſhould as little chooſe to appear in their preſence 
in the rough diſguiſe of a travelling habit, as 


he would dare to ſhew himſelf in ſuch a dreſs at 


Ccurt. Nothing, he added, was more common 


with the ladies, than to form their opinion of the 


men from firſt impreſſions; for which reaſon he 
ſhould take great care not to ruin his hopes, by 
preſenting himſelf en diſbabille before a lady of 
ſuch tranicendant beauty. _ _ 
Don Alonſo and Donna Pentiſilea, his niece, 
were highly delighted with the company of Fer- 
nando and his lady. The band of friendſhip was, 
therefore, quickly knit between them; and this 
the more, as Donna Maria fancied to diſcover a 
great reiemblance between the features of Pen- 
| lililea and thoſe of a 288 young gentlemän, 


named 
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named Don Franciſco, with whom ſhe had been 
deeply in love previous to her marriage with Fer- 
nando. But though the interference of friends 
had prevented their union, the fond remembrance 
was too deeply rooted in her heart ever to be era- 
dicated or forgotten. She continued therefore 
gazing with delight ineffable on the fair image of 
her virgin vows, whilſt Don Fernando not leſs 
tranſported on his part, was every moment imbibing 
large draughts of Love's delicious poiſon from the 
blue majeſtic eyes of Pentiſilea. 
It was preſently agreed to the ſatisfaction of all 
parties, that they ſhould travel together the reſt of 
the way, and that they might enjoy each other's. 
company to better advantage, Fernando propoſed 
that Don Alonſo and his fair niece ſhould accept 
2 ſeat in his carriage, to which our courteous 
ſtrangers willingly aſſented. The remainder of 
the day was devoted to the pleaſures of reciprocal 
endearments, and their departure from Viſo 3 


Poned till the following merging: 
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CHAP. IX, 


= Panegyrick on perpetual celibacy, with a ſtrong 


invective againſt wenching, and incontinency ; 


written for the behoof of ſtrolling players, tra- 


velling prieſts, Methodiſt parſons, Jew pedlars, 


hawkers, &c. to whom the preſent Chapter is 


reſpectfully inſcribed. - 


*%. 
*%. 


IHE fire. of men and gods having ſent 
Mercury on a certain ſecret expedition, relating to 
the baſtard of Alcmena, was very much ſurpriſed to 
ſee him return gloomy, vexed, and diſcontented, 
with ſuch ſourfaced looks, and fo miſerably out of 
temper, that he ſeemed ready to quarrel with. his 


own father. Hebe attributing his moroſeneſs to 
his fatigue, immediately preſents the rich, celeſtial 


goblet ; but Mercury inlifted of receiving it from 


her hands with a low congee,—as might reaſonably 


have been expected from a deity ſo poliſhed and 
refined, 5 Se | | | 


Qui feros cultus hominum recentum 
Voce tormavit catus, et decore 
More paleſtræ. N 


And who, therefore, muſt have underſtood the 
etiquette of high life infinitely better than the 


moſt accompliſhed dancing- maſter amongſt us 


rudely puſhed back the proffered cordial, Fair 


H 2: Hebe 
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: Hebe trembled, and dropt in wild affri oht the eryſ- 


tal goblet, which inſtantly ſhivered into a thouſand 


pieces on the bright marble pavement. All 
Heaven with horror beheld the black atrocious 
_ deed: the merriment of the whole celeſtial drink- 
ing club ſtagnated in a moment: the broad laugh, 
that was wont to ſhake the ſolid baſe of Old 
Olympus, no longer ſet the table in a roar: and 
had not Jupiter himſelf ET Ro. to in- 
terfere, 


— — dread deeds. 
Might have enſued, wherewith the ſtarry cope 
Of TITER, and all the elements had 


"004 Tie 2 damned lie, this travelling Pay in- 
termi , to all eternity, —quoth Mercury, 
Y ave vou had bad weather then de- 
= 2 Per 

The weather, an pleaſe your gear was | 
incomparably fine.” 5 
What kind of accommodations did you meet 
with on the road?” _ ues, 
. The very beſt, indeed.“ | i 
„ How then? were the roads bag” 
« Never ſaw better roads in my life; and few 
.of your ſubjects, as your lordſhip well knows, 
trudge half ſo often backwards and forwards in 
your ſervice as I do.“ | 
Did you want for belly timber ?” 
| © No, indeed, an' pleaſe your lordſhip, the 
a beef and mutton were both excellent, I can aſſure 
you, and far e to your ary toaſt ambroſi 
1 


Heaven !”? . „ 
« Then let me tell you, Hermes, you are po- 
ſitively crazy damned mad, by God - Good 


he braves both wind and weather, and, in- 


Shame upon your manhood ! What the plague would 
vou have ſaid, if you had been ſent to traverſe 
the bleak, rude mountains of Arcadia, in purſuit 


you have liked to ſtand over head and ears in 


muck. and filth, purging the ſtables of Augeas? 


E to have dragged the fierce Nemean lion from 
his den? or to have waded up to the neck in the 


Lernaean pool, where the fifty-headed hydra 


belched forth floods of deadly poiſon ? not to 
mention a thouſand exploits more, equally formid- 


to reſcue the fair daughter of Laomedon from 
the frightful monſter that opens wide his furious 
aws, impatient to devour.” . 

| © Patience, good father,” —interrupted Mer- 
cury,—“ give or take, as you think proper, the 
| whole catalogue of goods; as long as you leave me 
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and ſoup meagre, which you palm upon us in 


weather, good accommodation, good roads, good 
beef and mutton, — what the devil! would you 
have more? Only look there, how my young 
= brat—that ſturdy rogue Hercules I mean—how 


bl 
8 e e runs from one end of the world 
to the other in queſt of freſh perils and adventures. 
And you to make ſuch a mighty fuſs of travelling 
at your eaſe, where you are well fed, kindly re- 
ceived, and meet with every poſſible indulgence !_ 


Jof the ſavage Erymanthian boar? How would 


able and daring! And now you behold him this very 
moment plunging headlong into the Helleſpont, 


in 
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in poſſeſſion of good company! Only let me, as well 
as Hercules, have a tight young wench to tramp 
about with me, and the next time you catch me 
complaining of running your errands, may I be 
doomed. to perpetual exile from the bliſsful ſeats 
of Heaven, and the ſoft, bewitching ſmiles of 


Beauty! 


Jupiter nodded aſſent, and Mercury, we are 

told, religiouſly kept his word. So far, indeed, 
was he from grumbling at the fatigues he after- 
wards had occaſion to encounter, that we. find 
bim perfectly ſatisfied and contented, wandering 
up and down the mountains of Taygetus, under 
the aſſumed form of a ram *, nibbling graſs and 
| herbs, inſtead of the fat beef and mutton he former- 


Jy delighted in; and all this for what good com- 


Fo 

| For there her favourite ram to ride, 

The chaſte Penelope was feen: 

The grateful ram ſoon got aſtride, 
And in return would ride the queen! 


* Mercury falling in love with Penelope, who 
tended her father's ſheep on Mount Taygetus, tranſ- 


formed himſelf into a ram, under which difguiſe 


he found means to accompliſh his purpoſe, From 
this union ſprang Pan, whoſe ſhaggy beard, horns, 


and cloven feet, bore ſutficient evidence to his legi- 


timacy. 
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CHAP. x. 
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E Advantages of travelling in good company Sym- 
= pathy, or the Man of Feeling—Clean ſheets— 
= Symptoms of a good night's reſt—Shifts Clean 
Ss --fraw: forthe gentlemen,” oh 


ES NOTHING in the world has ſo ſtrong a 
© tendency to ſhorten and beguile the tedious delays 
of travelling as good company, and pleaſing con- 
. I verfation, Fernando and Donna Maria were fa 
charmed with their new acquaintance, and theſe 
vice verſa appeared fo highly delighted with our 
= hero and his lady, that they could hardly credit 
their own eyes when they found themſelves before 
the gates of Almagro. A light heart ſeldom wants 
a good appetite, and when the reliſh of a good 
dinner is further enhanced, as in the preſent in- 
4 ſtance, with the charms of good and agreeable 
company, one no longer wonders that Job ſhould 
never eat his morſel alone. „„ 
Our travellers, therefore, found eating and 
4 drinking two very. comfortable things; and as 
: Almagro,. though it cannot pretend to cope with 
Madrid, and other cities of the firſt rank in Spain, 
is, however, far from being unworthy of notice, 
they ſpent the remainder of the day in viewing 
' WW Ge curioſities of that town, and early the follow- 


ing 
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ing morning continued their rout to Melangon. 


Here they again put in practice the noble 


philanthropy of Job, not eating their morſel alone, 
and then ſet out for the next ſtage. „ 


They had not, however, proceeded much far- 
ther on their journey, before Donna Pen- 
tiſilea began to. complain of a moſt intolerable 
head- ach, which furniſhed our hero with the faireſt 
opportunity imaginable of giving her the moſt 
unqueſtionable proofs of the intereſt he took in 
ber welfare, without thereby rendering him- 
ſelf liable to cenſure or ſuſpicion. One mo- 
ment you might have ſeen him applying his fingers 
to her pulſe, with a look expreſſive of the ten- 
dereſt ſolicitude and concern: buſy the next, in 
tying a handkerchief round her head; or endea- 
vouring to waft the gentle zephyrs towards her, 
by exerciſing the ſilken texture of her fan: then 
be would intreat the honour of holding her ſmell- 
ing bottle, and with the moſt bewitching elo- 
quence inſiſt upon her leaning her head on his 
a —in ſhort, every ſingle word and 
action, had it proceeded ſolely from motives 
of ſympathy and friendſhip, would have done 
honour to the moſt noble and dignified of human 
feelings. „ 


Don Alonſo finding his niece's indiſpoſition 


not likely to paſs off in a hurry, deſired that they 
might ſtop at the next village in order to procure 


ſome aſſiſtance. Carcuella was within muſquet 


\. ſhot, but this place the drivers denounced as the 
moſt villainous and execrable, with reſpect to 


its accommodations, in all Spain. 


„And 


9189 &#> 


| appearance of which ſeemed. to juſtify but too 


| was uproar: and confuſion: Don Fernando bawl- 
ing out for help as loud as ever he could roar, in 


| and domeſties, none of whom, however, offered 
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e And who, the devil! demanded your opinion 
of the place? — exclaimed Fernando in a violent 
rage“ are we to aſk you, pray, when and where 
to ſtop?” — The drivers finding him ſo peremptory, 
inſtantly obeyed, and without further reply, drew 
up before the gates of a miſerable hovel, the 


well the. averſion they had manifeſted to putting 
up there. my %%% TOE i en, 
Pentiſilea was immediately handed out. of the 
N but ſo overcome with illneſs and fatigue, 
that ſhe fainted away in our hero's arms. All 


which he was bravely ſeconded by all the ſervants 


to ſtir an inch; whilſt Donna. Maria and the 


| lady's uncle filled the air with woeful cries and 


lamentations. At length, the landlady, ſeeing 
what paſſed, and forming a judgment of the rank 

and quality of her gueſts from the ſplendour of 
their equipage, ran with a bottle of hartſhorn to 


| their aſſiſtanee; making, at the ſame time, a very 


polite offer of her. own bed—which, by the bye, 
was the only one in the whole houſe—for the 
lady's accommodation. Pentiſilea was accord- 
ingly carried thither immediately, where the 


dexterous application of the hartſhorn, but ſtill 


more the kind careſſes of Donna Maria, in whoſe 
eyes the reſemblance between her new companion 
and her former lover, Don Franciſco, appeared 
more ſtriking than ever, quickly reſtored her to 
ene, one ion hone 
„„ | Don 
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Don Alonſo and our hero entering the cham- 
ber ſoon after, to make enquiries about the lady's 
health, were net a little ſurpriſed to find her per- 
fectly recovered, and in better ſpirits than ever 
they had beheld her before. This was an un- 

expected and unſpeakable pleaſure for Fernando, 
whoſe love to Pentiſilea had received no ſmall 
addition from the anxiety which he felt for her in- 
diſpoſition: ſo true is it that pity melts the ſoul 


to love. Every ſigh that eſcaped her; every 


groan ſhe uttered, transfixing his heart like a 
two-edged ſword, had made fad havoc in that 
tender part of his compoſition, which, it muſt be 
remembered, was leſs able to ſuſtain ſuch violent 
ſhocks than the generality of hearts may be, it 
having been ſo often wounded, pierced, rent, 
torn, ſtabbed, and what not, by the arrows of 
VTV 
It having been unanimouſly agreed to by the 
whole company, that nothing in the world would 
tend more to the perfect re-eſtabliſhment of Pen- 
tiſilea's health, than a good night's reſt, it was 
reſolved to ſup early and retire betimes to bed. 
For this purpoſe the landlady was ſent for, and 
deſired to put clean ſheets upon the beds, but, 
above all, to take eſpecial care, that they might 
be perfectly dry and well air. 
„ Clean ſheets upon the beds!“ repeated the 
landlady with aſtoniſiment . Why, your hotiours, 

I find, are inclined to be merry to- night, or you 
would never talk of clean ſheets and beds in a 
houſe which ſerves merely as a watering- place to 
travellers. Why, God love your honours, we 
. „ bg never 


never have any perſon put up here from one year's 


years come Chriſtmas, pleaſe your honours, that 
have kept this inn, and never once in all that 


freely, what ſay you to my propoſal of accommo- 
dating theſe ladies with your own bed for one 


„Why, that indeed, as your honour obſerves” : 
[was the reply, —“ is quite another caſe; and _ 1 
then too, the lady being ſo very poorly, makes it W 
La Chriſtian action; and as your honour. talks of w 
paying handſomely withal, why, to be ſure, it is — 
no more than right, and what every good Catholic 33 1." nl 
ought to do: and it only grieves me, that I have ES 


it not in my power to accommodate your honours _ 
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lend to the other. It is now hve and twenty. 


time have I had a fingl:-bed made in it, except 
that which] occupy myſel . 

« Well, but look ye, dame” —interrupted Fer- 
nando—< ſuppoſe we draw our purie-{trings pretty 


night only 7? a 


likewiſe with a bed; but if your honours will 
pleaſe to amuſe yourſelves as well as you can 
with good liquor and a game of cards, I will. 
take care to ſpread clean ftraw for your honour's 
„ Tin EIS ens. 5 
Theſe preliminaries adjuſted, the remainder of 
the evening was devoted to mirth, till ſupper was 75 
announced. What they feaſted upon that night, 5 
hiſtory has unfortunately neglected to record; and 
as we pay too ſtrict a regard to truth to hazard 
a ſingle aſſertion upon bare conjecture, however 
probable, the reader is intreated to excuſe our 
ſlence on this intereſting ſubject, . 


Notwith- 


U 
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Notwithſtanding the whole plan of operation 
had been previouſly agreed upon, it coſt our pen, 
tlemen no ſmall ſhare of trouble, before thx 
could prevail upon the ladies to accept of the be 
prepared for their accommodation; ſo much di 
the thoughts of leaving their truſty ſquires in ſuci 
an uncomfortable fituation diſtreſs thoſe tender. 


_ *hearted nymphs. Repeatedly did they offer, ani r 
even beg leave, to ſit up with and bear them com. 
pany; but Don Fernando was abſolute in his re 

fuſal, and after recommending his wife, by wayd 

_ gallantry, to the care and protection of Pentiſile, 

_ obſerved, with a pleaſant laugh, that he had ſpent 
many a night under far greater inconvenience I. 
and with much leſs comfart than he hoped to p ti 

the preſent.— Bad, indeed, muſt his memo b. 

have been, if the night he ſpent at Viſo had , m 
ready eſcaped his recollection! . fo 

fa 

in 

t] 

th 
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'F 

a 

| of 

15 

be 

„ . | it 
ET 2 | „„ CHAP, ar 


% 


neum—Croſs purpoſes Fortune vindicated, a 


digreſſion Supplement to Ovid's Metamorphoſes. 


WERE I diſpoſed to write a panegyrick upon 


LOV E—which, by the bye, I have neither abili- - 
ties nor leiſure to perform I know of no one 


book whatever, ſacred or profane, antient or 
modern, original or non- original, poetic or pro- 
ſaic, which 1 ſhould be more tempted. to conſult, 


quote, pillage, and extract from, than Ovid's 


famous book of Metamorphoſes. Here you find, 


in rich abundance, authentic documents of all 


the wonders Love has done: and not to mention a 


thouſand other weighty reaſons, is it not apparent 


to every reader of the ſmalleſt diſcernment, that 
LOVE forms not only the groundwork, but, with 


| a very few exceptions, the whole ſuperſtructure 


of this maſter-piece of human wit and learning ? 
Is it not apparent to what a ſmall fize the ſaid 


book would be reduced; how contemptiblea figure 
it would cut; how dry and unintereſting it would 
appear; in ſhort, what a ſtrange metamorphoſis. 
| this book of OLA OED would undergo, it 


all 


© 
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Panegyrick on love—Fernando's woeful miſtake= 
Rite and progreſs of an amour—The Sucteda- 
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all thoſe which owed their origin to Love bad 
been omitted, or ſhould be ſubſtracted from the 
Iſt? Hence it ſhould ſeem that our colleges and 

univerſities, our ſeminaries and gymnaſiums, our 
profeſſors and ſtudents, with one word, literature 
in general, and every lover of ſcience in particu- 
lar, ſtand chiefly indebted to Love, which like a 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump, for the plea- 
| ſurs and inſtruction they receive from this divine 


book. For can we ſuppoſe one ſingle moment, 


that the fire of men and gods, great Jupiter him- 


= ſelf, would otherwiſe have ſo far forgotten his dig- 


nity, as to lay aſide his zodhead, and, diveſling 
| himſelf of his celeſtial pomp and wajeliy, al- 


ſume the form of a bull, a cuckow, or a ſwan, 


and under theſe diſguiſes, play ſuch vile, degrading 
tricks, as to creep up ladies petticoats, ride their 
backs, and ** *, with twenty pranks 
and follies more, equally abominable and ridicu- 
lous! In all which, his example appears to have 
been but too faithfully imitated by the reſt of the 

| celeſtial ſanhedrim of worthies ! 
And happy would it be for the peace of many 
an aching heart, and give me leave to add, for 
the ſmoothnels of many a married brow, if none 
but gocs had thought proper to imitate this me- 
tamorpholing example of Jove. His Grace the 
Duke of Ku, would then bave entertained 
no doubts concerning the legitimacy of a ſtout, 
robuſt, and ruddy offspring; no beardleſs accou- 
; then: in a female diſguiſe, would have laid the 
- foundation None of future aggrandizement and 
kane none but the Conſiſtorial Court of 
Doctor's 


nc 


ut, 
51 


the 


Jr's 
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Doctor's Commons, with its numerous troop of 
hireling agents and attendants, would have reaſon 
to regret; to which I may add myſelf in the 


preſent inſtance, as my ſtory thereby would have 


been deprived of its chief embelliſhment. 


When Don Fernando, as related in the pre- 
ceding chapter, with great gallantry recom- 


mended his wife to the guardianſhip of Donna 
Pentifilea, he imagined, and moſt of our readers, 


it is apprehended, imagined the ſame, that he 
was ſelecting a bedfellow for his wife from the 
| feminine gender of the human ſpecies. There 
is, therefore, , conſidering our hero's well-known 
character for intrigue, little room to doubt, that 
had his body been furniſhed, agreeable to the 
advice of Momus, with a window on the left 
fide, to diſcover the ſecret wiſhes of his heart, a 
ſtrong deſirè to exchange fituations with his wife 


would have plainly manifeſted itſelf. So entirely, 


indeed, were his thoughts cngrofed witn deviling 


the molt feaſible method of putting this virtuous 
deſign into ſpeedy execution, that we queſtion not 
but he muſt inevitably have ſucceeded, had not 
Cupid, or rather Fate itſelf, thrown great and 


inſurmountable difficulties in his way, 


The reader will pleaſe to remember, that we 


have more than once had occaſion to enlarge upon 
the ſtriking reſemblance which Pentiſilea bore to 
a certain gentleman of the name of Don Fran- 


ciſco, with whom Donna Maria had, it feems, 


formerly carried on a love intrigue. Perfonal 
merit and accompliſhments are, in the opinion of 


moſt judges, but a ſorry equivalent for the lack of 


rank and fortune: Don Franciſco was the only 
e 1 2: ſon 


9 n 1 —— ny 
r — O E CnI e . . — 

85 . 3 - + 2 — W > 2 - * > 2 « 
aan. +. yy Sv VB = ” 


D yy * ow 
* 5 8 3 
"LEM? . as FE 

- * 2 — — * 
— _ 


_—_— * 4 8 

4 — oe he > __ 

* * 2 - 9 — 2 1 3 

222. SON ” 7 21 4 = — — 5 

: — 6 we _ = 33 / - * pag. x= 

wg = on ann IE 6 20 8 4 — * n : , 
0 ISI? oo 2 0 , — 2 , 
n N — Ly ** = = x — = — 
e — 0 


— 


„ 
* 8 2 
* „ 


—— 


2 
3 
— iS tb 


7 — 5 


" 5 4 I 
I ⁰ͤ 4 
2 < 4 > evi r 
r 3 
t 
es 2 * : 
4 5 12 
* * . — 
3 


„ THE ART 9 


2; ſon of a rich and oowerfil Duke; Maria's parents 
were likewiſe noble, but vaſtly inferior, both with 
reſpect to title and -poſſeflions ; no wonder then 


that the friends of the former ſhould interpoſe 


their veto to the future union of the parties. 
Love, however, though generally repreſented as 
blind, may at any time fairly bid defiance to Argus 
with his hundred eyes, and were they all at once 
pon the look- ut. 
I Franciſco being too deeply 3 


with Donna Maria to relinquiſh the purſuit, in 


compliance .with parental authoricy, had re- 
_ courſe to every ſubterfuge which Love, and a 
fertile invention could deviſe. The cathedral 
church of Oſmus, where they had firſt be- 
held each other, and through the medium of 
the eyes imbibed the paſſion that mutually. per- 
vaded their fouls, ſtill continued to furniſh them 
with frequent opportunities of exchanging reci- 
| vows. of eternal conſtancy and truth: and 
whenever the hymn to the Bleſſed Virgin was 
rehearſed, any unprejudiced beholder, without 
pretending to extraordinary {kill in divination, 
might eaſily diſcover that 
Virgo, virginum præclara, 
„ Fac mihi ne ſis amara * !” 


would apply with great propriety to certain other 
perſons beſides the Virgin Mother of Chriſt. 


Under theſe circumſtances, oppoſition only 


ſerves to render the flame of love more fierce and 
ungovernable. Our i inamoratos finding ſo many 


* O virgin, faireſt of the virgin train! 
Let me one kind, N ſmile obtain! 
| obſtacles 


Donna 
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Sb ſtecles thrown i in the way * their legal union, 
ſoon anticipated the ſweets which rigour and ca- 
price withheld. After giving his miſtreſs a ſo- 8 
jemn, poſitive promiſe of marriage, under the moſt 
binding oaths and aſſeverations, Don Franciſco 
revelled awhile in all the luxury of unſatiated 
enjoyment. Envious Fate, however, with rude, 
relentleis hand, ſoon daſhed the honied nectar | 


from his lips. A tender billet doux, 


Donna Maria, happening to be intercepted 455 


Don Franciſco's tutor, paved the way to a 


| complete diſcovery ; which that worthy gentle- 
man, in hopes of ſtrengthening his intereft with 
his patron, took cate to communicate without 


delay, and with a proper quantum of aggravation 


and addition, to the irritated father, That father 
being, as already mentioned, a Duke, and withal 


exceeding - haughty and untractable, could ill 


| brook the proſpect of ſeeing his fon allied to the 
daughter of a Nobleman ſo much his inferior in 
point of wealth and title. To prevent, therefore, 


ſuch irreparable diſgrace, Don Franciſco was 
immediately taken from college; and as abſence 
has been frequently found a very convenient 


| cure for love-ſick nymphs and dying ſwains, it 
| was further Judged expedient to fend him into 
Flanders. 


Deeply afflicted with the loſs of her lover, 

Maria took his departure fo much to 
heart, that her life was a long time in imminent 
danger. Scandal, which like Fame, 


„Mobilitate viget, vireſque adquirit eundo,” 


could hardly be expected to lie idle on the preſent | 
13 5 occaſion: ; 
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occaſion: her intrigue with Don F ranciſco was 
accordingly whiſpered about from one circle to 


talk of the whole town. Her father, therefore, 
very prudently reſolved to remove from a place 
where he found the honour of his family expoſed | 
to continual danger. Ubeda was the town he r 
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the other, till it became at length the common 


fixed upon for his future reſidence ; where his n 
: daughter having the good fortune to eſcape b 
_ proving with child, time and change of place WW ti 
quickly reſtored her to her wonted health and 11 
lovelineſs: her fortune, not long after, received a . 
great and unexpected addition, by the ſudden de- p 
ceaſe of a maiden aunt; and her diſgrace being . 


_ wholly unknown in Ubeda, Don Pedro ſoon met 
with a favourable opportunity of paſſing her off, 


as a virgin pure and undefiled, to Don Fer- du 
mando du 
And here ſhould curioſity prompt any of my f 3 
readers to enquire now Donna Maria managed cf, 
on the wedding- night, with reſpect to that ineſti- MW 5 
mable jewel which huſbands generally expect to nu 
find before the); join in the joyful cry of“ Con. WM 
ſummatum eſt; that jewel, which we are told Ml fpc 
can neither be won nor lot the ſecond time— tin 
„ quod nec Deus ipſe ſuſcitare, poſt ruinan Na 
poteſt”—as St. Jerome expreſſes himſelf—l mg 
muſt beg leave to aſk them, in return, whether 25 
they have never read nor heard of that celebrated | 64; 
ſuccedaneum, tne ad/?r1igens perfetum, or vi- Jas 
naigre de virginite, which, by a metamorpholis exp 
ſuperior to any recorded by Ovid. can with one TL 
day's. rubbing transform. the moſt abandoned 14 0 


Meſla- 


„10 9 


ROS 
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Meſſalina * into the chaſteſt Nun in Chriſtendom? 
And where the friends of the lady take care to 
ſecond her views, by drinking the bridegroom 
fairly out of his ſeven ſenſes, the proceſs is attended 
with no manner of difficulty whatever TP. 
Meanwhile Don Franciſco, ignorant of the 
removal of his miſtreſs from Olmus, and ſtill 
more ignorant of her marriage with Fernando, 
burned with fierce, ungovernable deſire, which 
two years abſence proved incapable of diminiſh- 
ing. For though it cannot be ſuppoſed, that a 
young gentleman of Franciſco's age and com- 
plexion ihould abandon himſelf to truitleſs, una- 
vailing ſorrow and deſpondency, or ſpend two 


* Sit licet alternis ineundo atque exeundo puden- 
dum porta patentius factum, quam mœnia Dardani- 
dum, quum ſcanderet fatalis machina muros, campos 


tamen, ubi 77% fuit, ad redimendam virginitatis 


ſpeciem, balneis aluminoſis et ſuccis conſtringentibus 
coanguſtare laborant. Sed fi inſpicerentur, ubi 
gallinas aperimus, proh dolor! quantus hiatus in ma- 
Nuſerip ti!!! „„ JT 5 
+ Minus ſubtili, haud ſpernendi tamen fallacia, 


| ſponſa quædam ruſtica, quæ jam in ſinu Divi Fu- 
tini virginitatis ſuæ prætextam depoſuerat, uſa eſt. 
Nam cum ſponſus bene potus tenſis venis (velis 
inquam) in Hollandiam nocturna navigatione fer- 
retur; ipſa folium braſſicæ inguini coarctando inſtar 
ſubtegminis applicuit. Hoc itaque tandem diſrupto, 
cum bonus ille Cornutus iter ſuum confeciſſet, ex 


languore in altum ſomnum datus eſt. Cui mane 
expergefacto, folio adhuc clavo inhærente, ſponſa 
inclamavit: “ Hem, Jane mi, ubi tam ſummo mane 
e dlera legiſti ? = LE 
7 | long, 
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long, tedious years, in repeating kls griefs to the 


rocks, the foreſts, and. the mountains, like Or. 
pheus, when he mourned the ory of his Eury- 


| dice— 


- 2 Whilſt with the morn his olaintive lays teten, 
| And ſtill his voice ſung down the ſetting ſun : . 


5 0 much leſs, that for ſuch a woeful length of time, 


« No thoughts 2 pleaſure ſhould his ſoul inflame, 
5 Averſe to Venus, and the Cyprian game! oy 


yet till, in ſpite of every freſh attachment, Ma- 
ria retained her empire over his heart; havin 
taken ſuch faſt hold of his affections, that he 
found it utterly impoſlible to ſhake her off. We 
map, therefore, ſafely venture to affirm, that the 


news he now received of the death of his father, 


gave him little ſorrow or uneaſineſs— the ſaid news 
; being accompanied with poſitive injunctions to 


return immediately to Oſmus. 
When a traveller is ſpurred on by two ſuch 
powerful incentives, as love on the one hand, and 


the proſpect of ſucceeding to a large eſtate on the 
other, we eaſily give him credit for avoiding all 
unneceſſary delays; of which Franciſco, in the 
_ preſent inſtance, furniſhed the moſt ſtriking proof; 
travelling day and night, without intermiſſion, till 
he reached the place of his deſtination. He 


found, however, on his arrival at Oſmus, the well 


known adage “ More haſte, worſe ſpeed but 


too literally verified; for the very firſt intelligence 
he received, brought him the unwelcome news, 
that 
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| that his miſtreſs, whom he expected to meet, was 
| married, and had removed to Ubeda, To loſe, 
| almoſt in one and the fame inſtant, a parent, and a 
| beloved miſtreſs, might well overcome the ſtouteſt 
heart. Poor Franciſco was ſo ſenſibly afflicted 
with this double calamity, that he actually ſhed 
| tears over his father's grave, and for three whole 
days kept his room, through grief and deſpon- - 


| dency. „ „ 

N mately for Don Franciſco he had early 

formed an acquaintance with one of thoſe accom- 

| modating geniuſes, who being poſſeſſed of more 
wit than money, are ever ready to employ their 
os i talents in the ſervice of young men of faſhion, by 
oe a kind of friendly contract or partnerſhip account; 
e in virtue of which, each of the reſpective parties 
je Wis bound to aid and aſſiſt the other, as occaſion 
r, ſhall require, with that particular commodity in 
os which they ſeverally abound: a mode of dealing, 
to from which ſociety at large has never failed to 

| reap great and ſignal advantages, And here, if 
ch time would but permit, I might embrace a moſt 
id excellent opportunity of vindicating my good 
he friend and patroneſs, madam Fortune, from 
all the many vile aſperſions, which, from time imme- 


he morial, have been thrown out againſt her, by a 
f; eertain cynical, grumbling, diſcontented race of 
ti mortals, who, with equal aſſurance and injuſtice, 
Te ſtile themſelves moralizers, critics, and philo- 
ell N ſophers. EE „ 5 


| What, in the name of Fortune, do thoſe 

wretches mean, by the hourly invectives and abuſe 

they vomit forth againſt that heavenborn goddeſs, 
e 1 e 
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and the baſe, diſgraceful epithets, with which they 
brand her? How dare they call a goddeſs bind, 


partial, and perverſe, whom the uniform expe- 


rience of mankind, in all countries and all ages, 
has proved to be the very reverſe! For my part, 
after duly and maturely weighing the caſe, both 
pro and con, I will be bold to affirm, that there is 
not, among all the gods and goddeſſes that preſide 


over, and have the' management of human affairs, 


a Deity more ſharp-/ighted, more diſintereſted and 
| Juft, than Fortune. For whoever will take the 


trouble to examine her dealings with mankind, 


will eaſily diſcover, that ſhe conſtantly obſerves 
the ſtricteſt impartiality in her diſpenſations; 


never laviſhing her favours excluſively upon one 


individual, but rather, like a prudent ceconomilt, 


diſtributing her favours in equal proportions 


among all her numerous votaries and dependants, 


Thus ſhe diſpenſes power and riches to the one; 


ſenſe and undeiftanding, to make a proper ule 


| 


thereof, to another. On a third ſhe will beſtow 
a crown; whilſt the head and ſhoulders, adequate 


to ſupport its weight, ſhall become the portion of 


a fourth ;—a conduct, which even her adverſaries 
muſt acknowledge is highly.judicious and merito- 
rious; being admirably calculated to promote that 
. reciprocal interchange of talents, commodities, 


and good-will, which forms the ſtrongeſt bond ot 
civil ſociety, and is at once the ſource and object 
of commerce in all its various branches. And 


hence, in fact, originate thoſe ſcandalous com- 
___ plaints againſt her ſage adminiſtration ; it being 
the ſpecial aim and wiſh of Fortune to diſpoſe of 


* 


her 
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her favours by retail, whilſt thoſe rebellious mal- 
contents, in common with the reſt of mankind, 
are madly ſtriving to deal with her by wholeſale. 
To return, however, from this important di- 
greſſion to our hiſtory of which we had nearly 
| loft ſight—it was Lon Franciſco's good fortune to- 
form an acquaintaace with a certain ſelf-dubbed 
| gentleman, or *ſquire, named Alonſo, to whom 
the fate-diſpenſing goddeſs, in compenſation for a 
wocful lack of golden wealth, had bequeathed a 


© large ſhare of cunning, with a maſterly talent for 

l, Intrigue ; to which he further joined all the obſe- 

. quiouſneſs of the fawning ſpaniel, This truſty 
3 W tfquire, who, on ſeveral former occaſions, had 

proved very ſerviceable in ſtarting game for his 

0 noble patron, eaſily prevailed upon Franciſco to 

5 


exchange his dull deſpondency for an active pur- 
(5, ſuit of his miſtreſs. The advice was no ſooner 
given, than put in execution, and off our gallant 
uſe adventurers ſet for Ubeda, travelling as fat as 
good horſes and good roads would carry them. 
Their ſucceſs, however, was by no means equal 
; to their expectation ; cruel Fate, fruſtrating the 
plots of Love, had again prepared a galling diſap- 
to- pointment for them. Arriving in Ubeda about 
five o'clock in the evening, the firſt intelligence 
they received, on making the neceſſary enquiries, 
gave them to underſtand that Donna Maria, the 
lole object of their journey, had ſet off at five that 
very morning for Madrid, in company with her 
huſband. „„ CC 
In a frame of mind little ſhort of poſitive diſtrac- 
tion, Don Fernando began to curſe his Wes | 
1 1 5 7 — ſtars, 


1 4 2 5 
TS wa Ge N - 2 9 
2 ˙·— 2 8 TY . 
7 2 3 22 — © > R n 
* 8 WM” — Lr 2 


— : "RY + \ r. 
— * — 8 8 2 - > 2 ye, Y 
2 3 3 9 * 8 — — q 3 1 3 
. "Hp * a wt Wo HOSTS re ed, > ES 24 „* 9 Bf ES, : 
n 2 * — - r= 2 4 . — ne 2 3 2 £1 . I 2 5 I x . 4 1 - 
= 575 . A . F 7 D SS, HT * — — — 
— D * * 1 4 82 * CT 1 1 — W a ts fy "8 © . — 
| Bt - * . T's .* 2 * T * A * * 1 * PRs — ” 
or N * 8 2 * 1 4 
2 6 WP; S., 4 
* © > 1 — 
k * , 
——- 


| 4 GE — 
— 


„ 
92 — 


— —— — * 
if 4 


+ 
1 
1 
. 
x 
ihe 
'Þ 
4 
1% 
6 f 


—ͤ—ũ— -: 
and — 5 


2 4 
= 2 . 
— LEA Att 
2 3 NS ex 
— — 2 
4 „ 


ſtars, moſt devoutly taxing the gods with. eruelty 
and injuſtice, for not better ſeconding his virtuous 
intentions. If then the gods themſelves could not 
eſcape the fury of his invectives, need we won- 
der that Alonſo came in for a pretty handſome 
ſhare of cenſure and reproach? Alonſo, however, 
like an old experienced pimp, bore the perverſe- 
neſs of his patron with wonderful patience and 
good humour, nor ventured to remonſtrate till he 
found the ſtorm beginning to abate. Then dex- 
teroully renewing his attack upon Franciſco's 
weak ide, it proved no difficult taſk to engage 
that young Nobleman in a freſh purſuit of the 
fair runaway; in conducting which, Alonſo was 
appointed ſole manager and director. 
As Alonſo's hopes of future promotion de— 
pended in a great meaſure upon the happy iſſue cf 
this intrigue, he planned his ſchemes with a 
degree of prudence that would have done credit 
to more laudable purpoſes. Delay, he well knew, 
often ſerves to fruſtrate the wiſeſt counſels, as 
many an able ſtateſman to his ſorrow can teſtiſy, 
Not a moment, therefore, was loſt in unneceſſary 
tergiverſation; and Don Franciſco, who, the pre- 


5 ceding morning, might have been miſtaken by 


Phœbus for young Hyacinth himſelf, appeared 
now, with the return of day, like a ſecond Daphne, 
before ſhe began to branch out into the olive tree. 
One of his attendants, whoſe beardleſs chin beſt 
favoured the intended diſguiſe, underwent the 
| ſame female metamorphoſis, with orders to act 
as femme de chambre to her new miſtreſs. Proper 
_ inſtructions were then given to the reſt of the 

„ domeſtics 


* 
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domeſtics to pay their chief attention to Alonſo, 
who appeared in the character of uncle to Pen- 
tiſilea, the name which Don Franciſco now aſ- 
ſumed. Theſe preliminaries adjuſted, our gallant 
troop clapped ſpurs to their horſes, and purſuin 
the rout which Fernando and his family had 
taken, happily came up with them at Viſo, as al- 
JJ oats 
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| CHAP, XII. 


— 
* 


The point of controverſy, or Cuckoldum verſus 
_ Fornication—Logic—Opinion of the twelve judges 


—Amorous preamble—Theory reduced to proc: 


_-tice—Cart and tierce—Parrying of the home- 
f ns 


Ir ſeems to be a moot point with philoſophers, 


which of the two boaſts the greater claim to an- 
-tiquity—Cuckoldom or ſimple Fornication. The 
Rabbins, indeed, pronounce decidedly in favour of 
the former; and, in ſupport of their doctrine, al- 
ledge the well-known ſtory of Eve, who, they 
.contend, made a cuckold of our common grand- 
father the moment ſhe had taſted the forbidden 
fruit. Nay, ſome there are who affect to under- 
ſtand this Moſaic tradition allegorically, and 
maintain that the tree, for which Eve luſted fo 
canwarrantably, is not only ſtill in being, but con- 
tinues in equal repute among the ladies as it was 
then; eſpecially in thoſe countries, where it is 
ſuppoſed to flouriſh in ſuperior perfection; as, for 
example, in Ircland. Otherwiſe, if it were to 
be had only in Paradiſe, the flaming ſwords of 
fifty cherubims would never, they ſay, be ſuf- 
ficient to guard it; and the poor unfortunate tree 
would be hourly expoſed to greater dangers, an 
8 1 e 


% 


]jealouſy and love, jo 
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much hiercer attacks from Amazonian plunderers, 
than the golden apples which the hundred- 
headed Ladon kept watch over in the gardens 
of Heſperia. „ FFV 
Taking it, therefore, for granted, upon the 


authority of the Rabbins, that cuckoldom, with 


reſpect to its antiquity at leaſt, has a certain 
and acknowledged ſuperiority over plain forni- 
cation, we ſhall, in the next place, endeavour 
| to inveſtigate the reaſons why it is ſuppoſed 
do be productive likewiſe of ſuperior pleaſure and 
| enjoyment. If the value of a thing, in many 
caſes, depends more upon the difficulty in pro- 
curing it, than on its own intrinfic worth; and 
if the dangers which are previouſly encountered, 
are allowed to give additional reliſh to the ſubſe - 
quent 1 ny may venture to ſet down the pro- 
ges of adultery, in which every paſlion - 
is ſucceſhvely called forth into action, and a per- 
petual warfare ſuſtained between hopes and fears, 
and remorſe, &c. with all 


greſſive 


the numerous train of perils and dangers that firſt 
and laft accompany it, till the MANS: chapter of 


accidents is perfectly complete; —we may ven- 
ture, I fay, to ſet down all this as one grand 
reaſon, why the ſeduction of, a married woman 
appears ſo enviable a bleſſing, when happily ac= 


.- 


Another reaſon equally powerful, or perhaps, 
ſtill more fo, ariſes from. the conſcious triumph, 


which muſt elate the breaſt of every ſucceſsful 


champion in the Cyprian ſervice ; when, after 


victory obtained, be caſts his eyes around the 
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bloody field, and proudly eminent beholds the 
proſtrate foe. *Tis then, that from compariſon 
| helearns to know his own ſtrength; *tis then he 
glories in his well- fought conqueſt ; a conqueſt. 


due not to the weak neſs of youth and inexperiehce, 
or to the inſatiable rapacity of avarice, as is the 
ceeaſe in fornication, but to his own ſuperior might 
and proweſs. In one word, he beholds bimſelf 
preferred by a woman, whofe rank as matron, 


renders her a judge of matters; and who, we 


ſhould ſuppoſe, would not apply to the extraneous _ 
reſources of foreign charity, if her huſband's 


means were adequate to the demand. But © fe 


TI 


doatei—writes Ezekiel, chap, xxili. v. 20.— 1 %; 
paramours, whoſe Veſb is as the fleſh of dſſes, and 
whofe iſſue is as the iſſur of horſes ! and by her 
compliance ſhe proclaims my gallant adventurer 
the ecce homo, endowed: with ſuch 'incomparable 
qualifications. - - * VFC 
And though the action and operation per ſe 
may probably be ſomewhat ſimilar in both caſes— 
„ quifpe quod rem in re Babentibus nulla eff diſ- 


2 b 


crepantia” © Lemn. J. 3. de occult yet when 


we confider that of fornication, there are s 
diſtin claſſes; the one, Which is by far the moſt 


numerous, having for its fole object, on part of 
the woman, the ſacred love of gain, we certainly 
muſt give the preference to that adulterous con- 


nexion, where both parties ate inſpired by the 
fame paſſion, and act from the ſame principle. 


In the former, little or no interchange of benevo- 


lence is to be expected; whereas the latter, 
_ g&eriving its origin from a mutual love and 
SY 1 „fing 


a. 


20 
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liking between the parties concerned, cannot 

fail of being productive of pleaſure, as far ſuperior 
to the meretricious embraces of a harlot, as the 
love of the ſex is, ſuperior to the ſordid paſſion 
for gold. The ſecond claſs of fornication, indeed, 


where- pleaſure conſtitutes alike the common ob- 


ject of both parties, might perhaps diſpute the 
palm with cuckoldom itſelf, provided theſe caſes - 
did but occur a little more frequently, ſo as to 
form a precedent . But in the preſent ſtate of 
things, where maidenheads are ſeldom ſuffered to 
. attain their proper growth, ſo that whoever has 
the good luck to clap his hands upon one, may 
literally exclaim with the Roman poet: 


Kara avis in terris, nigreque fimillima cygno ! 


we can only ſay with the grammarians; & Nulla 
regula ſine exceptione. . b 
Again, whoever will take the trouble to reflect 
on this latter ſpecies of fornication, and the la- 
mentable conſequences which almoſt conſtantly 
attend the firſt ſeduction of a virgin from the path 
of innocence and rectitude, muſt have a heart 
harder than the nethermoſt millſtone, 


PPP 
eee Peer dt” ©7577 5 02. 


* Phænomena non adverſantur naturæ legibus. 
Atque jura de raro iſtis contingentibus non conſtitu- 
untur, quia hirundo una non facit ver. Weſemb. 
een y my 
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if he can take Lenght ! in plunging a weak, un- 


guarded female, whoſe only crime is too great a 


regard for the author of her calamities, into ſuch 


a depth of miſery and wretchednels. With a 


married woman, on the other hand, the caſe is 
dy no means ſo deſperate and deplorable; for, 
provided the parties have but prudence and diſ- 
cretion to manage matters with common my 


a ſlice of a cut loaf will not eaſily be miſled. 
| Theſe, and twenty reaſons more, which ws 


have not time to recapitulate at preſent, as we 
baſten now to facts, which it is hoped, will ſerve 
to ſtrengthen our hypotheſis more than argu- 
ment, rendered Don Frifngi 
mence cuckold-maker,. that neither danger, 
trouble, nor expence were able to deter him 


from the undertaking. We have already ſeen 


the difficulties he had to encounter, the diſap- 
pointments he met with, and the ſtratagems he 
made ule of to retrieve. his loſt hopes : it is time 
| therefore for us to turn our eyes to he! ſucceſs 


which ultimately. crowned his labours. 
Strong as was the flame — to ſpeak in the un⸗ 


5 guage of poetry — which preyed upon his vitals, 
and powerfully as the ſalutary effects of travelling 
may be ſuppoſed to have operated upon the more 


irritable parts of his organic ſyſtem; he did not 
commence the amorous attack the moment he 
ſound himſelf in bed with his long-loſt miſtreſs. 


St. John, indeed, tells ue, that love caſteth out fear; 
but this, we preſume, is not to be underſtood of 


the carnal paſſion, which animated Franciſco; it 


being certain, that the dread of-;oppoſition- from 


4. 8 5 Donna 


do ſo eager to com- 
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Donna Maria cauſed him to take à thouſand | 
roundabout methods of diſcovering himſelf. 
And here were I diſpoſed to imitate the ex- 
ample of a great number of my brother novel- 

liſts, who, at leaſt, in their writings, ſeem to 
have totally loft fight of delicacy, I might tape 
this opportunity af painting ſuch a Juſcious ſcene, 
as would cauſe the chops of a Carmelite Friar to 
water. I might, for inſtance, give you à de- 
ſcription, enriched with a thouſand pretty ſmilies, 
how he interwove his arms and legs with thoſe of 
his miſtreſs, like the claſping ivy, that twines it- 
felf around the vigorous oak: how he laviſhed 
_ kiſſes and careſſes upon ber alabafter neck and 
ſnowy breaſts, like turtles, when they firſt ſelect 
their feathered mates: how his wanton fingers 
wandered ad libitum, over certain nameleſs parts 
and graces, which the reader's own imagination 
can probably divine without my aſſiſtance: in 
ſhort, how he took care to raiſe her paſſions high, 
and thereby put reſiſtance out of her power, be- 
fore he manifeſted himſelf in all his glory; mind- 
= ful of the fate of Semele, whom Jove m— 
1 : by too ſudden à diſplay of his divinity. 
9 A certain ancient poet, who appears to aue 

been an excellent connoiſſeur in theſe matters 1 
think it is Ovid informs us, that Vertumnus 
falling deſperately in love with Pomona—this god- S 
1 by the bye, was renowned all over the 
country ſor her fine flavoured apples and 2 
for which reaſon ſome have been led to f 
that the paſſion of Vertumnuis | bordered rather 
905 that fort of affection to which we habe given 
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the honourable apellation of be e een 
making experiment of a thouſand different meta- 
morphoſes and diſguiſes, in which he poſſeſſed 
uncommon addreſs, found at laſt none better 
| ſuited to his purpoſe than a temporary transforma- 
tion of himſelf into the feminine gender. Under 
| favour of this diſguiſe having gained acceſs to the 
perſon of his miſtreſs; and done what in him lay 
to work upon the feelings of the goddeſs, he at 
length manifeſts himſelf in his true, original cha- 
racter and ſhape; and ee _ favour 
ne for: his ugh, felt] 


i 4: Fimqut pres fel mon fas OY = 
| © ings bs ks ah full 3 — . 
; Kernan rinks owed MINT eee, 


bu little need was there of force, dads the 
poet; wherefore, meeting with no oppoſition, 
he ſheaths his ſword, and fings his proud, tri- | 
_—_ ſong: (Veni) Vidi, Vici“? 

In like manner, Franciſco, after. dcurithing 
5 rn his weapon by way of challenge, and find- 
ing no reſiſtance from his partner, returned his 
formidable blade into the ſcabbard, and in the claſp- 
üng arms of pany Maria enjoyed the rich re- 


and ry yrs onda Not Alexander, when 
he entered the brazen gates of Babylon; not Cæſar, 
when his triumphal chariot wheels for nine ſuc- 
ceffive days rolled through the ſtreets of proud 
5 ber ue Nome; not all the heroes, ancient or 
modern, 
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modern, upon record, ever felt themſelves ſo 
elated with conſcious pride and merited ſucceſs, 
as did our youthful adventurer, on contemplating 
this happy termination of his labours and fatigue 
in the arduous campaigns of Venus. And as 
there is every reaſon to believe, that Donna 
* latisfaction at this happy iſſue of affairs, 
as at leaſt equal to his own, we are well per- 
ſuaded, that this amiable lady exerted her utmoſt 
powers of pleaſing, to render the ſcene as exqui- 
ſitely delicious, and their mutual felicity as com- 


T. 7,7 

Under theſe circumſtances it is not to be won- 
dered at, that the cock, with his ſhrill clarion, 
ſhould have repeatedly announced the welcome 
approach of morn, before our lovers had ſo much 
as once found time to cloſe their eyes, and reſign 


| themſelves over to the pleaſing dominion of ſleep. 


At length, however, quite exhauſted with mutual 


| exertions and fatigue, they fought a temporary 


relaxation from the toils of their laborious exer- 
eiſe; but their ſlumbers were not of long dura- 
tion, for having recruited Nature with a couple of 
hour's repoſe, they aroſe more vigorous than 
ever, and returning to the attack, renewed the 
combat with increaſing eagerneſs and ſpirit, But 
though Franciſco wielded his weapon as ſkil- 
fully, and fought as manfully as any knight in 
Chriſtendom; and cloſing in with his antagoniſt, 
made many a home-thruſt with ſurpriſing dexterity 
and force; he conſtantly found himſelf oppoſed 
with equal vigour by Donna Maria, to whoſe 
ſuperior proweſs and addreſs, he was at laſt, after. 
N 5 a warm 
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| a warm and foirited encounter, obliged to add; 
Our fair Amazonian, | perceiving her vanquiſhed, 
knight quite cre/*-fa 725 * with great gallantry 
raiſed him on his feet, and overwhelming him 
with blandiſhments and ſoft careſſes, infuſed new 
life and vigour into his whole frame; ſo that, 


what with the kind, unwearied affiduities of Donna 


Maria, and the natural goodneſs and excellence of 
his own unimpaited eonftitution, Franciſco in a 


ſhort time beheld himſelf ati of, A as 


| Ffarmedable a Rand 15 evet 335 


% 


At. 


eu ckol Don. 


e n and real ones 
Mutnaf reſtraint—Jeurney to Toledo A rural 


walk — The languiſeing love lower Virgin baſhful- 
e C drin hug—A - apa of morality. 


IT; is now. high 6 time for us to return to > Don 
Fernando and his. companion, whom we left, at 
the concluſion of the eleventh chapter of this work, 
engaged at a game of cards; the event of which | 
preſently engroſſed their attention to ſuch a degree, 
that the inconvenience of ſitting up all night, after 
a fatiguing day's journey, was little regarded by 

either of them. Whether it proceeded from Don 
Alonſo! 8 poſſeſſing a ſuperior knowledge of the 
eames or from Don Fernando's thoughts, being. 

ivided between the cards and Pentiſilea; or rather 
from a combination of both. theſe cauies; Alonſo 
played his cards to ſuch advantage, that Fernando. 
was preſently in for a pretty round ſum; and the 
hopes of retrieving his loſſes ſpurring him on at 
the cloſe of every game to make a freſh experiment 
of his fortune, our two gentlemen continued play- 
ing, without interruption, till the ſun had long diſ- 
perſed the ſhades of night; ſo that Donna Maria 
and her paramour had perfect opportunity and 
lcilure, 1 not only to repeat their fond endearments 


to 
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"2m the full extent of their wiſhes, but likewiſe to 


ſettle and arrange the plan of their future ope- 


rations. This was exactly what Alonſo aimed 
at, who thinking his purpoſe now ſufficiently an- 
ſpwered, very judiciouſly contrived to coax Fer- 
nando into his wonted mirth and good-humour, 
by permitting him to win back the tull amount of 
his loſſes, together with a trifling addition, for 
Which he well knew his patron would not-fail to 


& CET 


make him ample amends... 


They were ſoon after joined by the ladies, who 
we may reaſonably ſuppoſe. looked none the worſe 
| for having enjoyed the comforts of a warm bed. 
Pentiſilea, in particular, whoſe cheeks were fluſhed 
with the conſcious glow of gratified deſire, ap- 
peared fo captivating in the eyes of Fernando, that 
it coſt him the utmoſt difficulty to keep his paſſion 


within the: bounds of common decency, whilſt his 


active fancy was buſily employed in anticipating 

deal pleaſures and raptures, which he little dreamt 
had been ſo faithfully reduced to practice by his 
wife and her charming bedfellow. Nor had Donna 
Maria, who at any other time would have felt her- 
ſelf greatly hurt by her huſband's overſtrained at- 


tention and civility to ſo fair a lady, leſs difficulty 


to refrain from laughing, on the e occaſion, 


at the many ſignificant looks and ſpeeches which 


Fernando directed to Pentifilea, One moment 


he would enquire with eager ſolicitude after her 


health; congratulate her the next on her happy 
recovery from her late indiſpoſition; then, in the 
ſame breath, conjure her to be more careful of her- 
ſelf in future; accompanying the whole of his 


tende 
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of the weather, the peaceful ſtillneſs. of the rural 
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teftder 1 with the moſt expreſſive geſtures, 
and a woeful length of countenance, of which it 
was difficult to ſay, whether it was beſt e e 
to excite mirth or pity. _ 
Having refreſhed themſelves. hh as good 5 
breakfaſt as an inn like that of Carcuella could be 
expected to furniſh, our travellers prepared for 
proſecuting their journey, making the landlady a 
very handſome acknowledgment at parting, for her: 
obliging condeſcenſion in accommodating the 
ladies with her bed the preceding night. The 
roads being very favourable, they ſoon reached the 
famous city of Toledo, which is diſtant from Car- 
cuella about ten leagues. Few cities in Spain can 
boaſt a ſuperior ſituation; Toledo being built 
upon a rock, which commands a moſt unbounded 
proſpect of the ſurrounding country. The adja- 
cent vale is interſected by the Tagus, whoſe goldere 
waves enrich the fruitful plains and meadows. 
- through which it flows; the whole preſenting to 
the enraptured eye a ſcene of unrivalled beauty . K 


harmed with the leaking: 199058 which now 
began to open upon them on all ſides, our travel- 
lers alighted about half a mile from the ſuburbs, and 
giving orders to the drivers and their attendants to 
await them at the inn, walked leiſurely along the C: 
| flowery banks of the Tagus. The calm ſerenity. _ 


ſcene, interrupted ſolely by the melodious war- 
blings of the feathered tribe of ſongſters, and the 
variety of engaging objects that ſurrounded them, 
all 1 8 to tune their ſouls to harmony and 
lere 
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love: all — e and 4elight, . An- 
mating them with new life, tempted them to 
Prolong the pleaſures of their walk. Don Fer- 
nando, in particular, felt the magic influence of 
the ſcene in its full extent; and his paſſion for 
Pentiſilea increaſing every moment, it was not to 
be expected that he ſhould neglect to improve ſo 
favourable an opportunity of declaring his ſenti- 
ments, walking, as he did arm in arm with her; 
whilſt Alonſo {quired his wife. Pentiſilea, though 
| ſhe could ſcarceſy contain herſelf from burſting into 
aloud laugh, acted nevertheleſs her part to admi- 
ration; fixing her eyes, with well- diſſembled maiden- 
a baſhfulneſs, upon the ground, and then directing 
them with the moſt lngailhing look at her com- 


panion, who naturally interpreting this conduct to 


bis own advantage, began to preſs her with greater 
vehemence. Pentiſilea, after ſeveral aukward 
attempts to excuſe herſelf, made anſwer by ob- 
ſerving; * that men were ever great deceivers : 
that vanity was invariably the prime ſource of all 
their actions: in ſhort, that no prudent woman 
ought to place any reliance in their profeſſions 
of (eſteem, which. Leldom procegged from their 


5 hearts. 2 


- £168 reply to. this orave and diſcreet harangue, 
Don Fernando called upon heaven and earth, and 


all the ſaints in Chriſtendom, to witneſs the fin- 
cerity of his vows; and ſolemnly proteſting that he 

could not poſſibly live without her, concluded his 
pathetic addreſs by aſſuring Pentiſilea that his fate 
reſted in her hands, and that death would be the 
ſure conſequence of her refuſing to comply with 
. N d a e 
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Kis deſires. Pentiſilea, at a loſs what anſwer to 


make to ſo much paſſion, and wiſhing neither to 


appear too forward on the one hand, nor to diſ- 
courage him too much on the other, contented 
herſelf with beſtowing upon him a ſcore or two of 
her moſt languiſhing looks. Emboldened by ſo 
much goodneſs, and willing to convince his miſ- 
treſs of the ardour of his affections, by actions as 


well as words,, Don Fernando attempted to im- 


prove the lucky circumſtance. of Alonſo and his 

wife being at ſome diſtance before them, to ſeize - 

Pentiſilea in his arms, deſigning to ſteal a guantunt 

ſuſficit of kiſſes for the reſtraint he had hithet to 

impoſed upon himſelf. But Pentiſilea, who juſtly 

| dreaded that ſuch loving hugs might lead to a pre- 
mature diſcovery of her real ſex and condition, 
very properly made uſe of her hands to keep her 
lover at arm's length, and aſſuming a ſtern, for- 

bidding look, as ſhe repulſed him: * Do you 


imagine then, that I am to be forced in the open 


face of day? Or am I entitled in your eyes to no 
manner of ceremony; ſuppoſing me even prepoſ- 
ſeſſed in your favour ? Believe me, you are greatly 

_ miſtaken if you hope to ſucceed with me by ſuch 
treatment as this; if you with for any encourage- 
ment, I would adviſe you to act with greater 
caution and diſcretion: time and your own future 
conduct will beſt teach me what opinion I am to 
form of your profeſſions ;—at- preſent let us, to 
avoid ſuſpicion, join the reſt of the company ; and 
take this for your comfort, (ſeeing Fernando 

| almoſt petrified with fear and apprehenſion) that I. 
_ thouldbe very ſorry to prove the death of ſo accom- 


pliſhed a gentleinan,”” 


L 2 . 
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The : conclufion of this addreſs Jul muell 

more favourable than Fernando had reaſon to 
expect, diſpelled at once his uneaſineſs; wherefore, 
thanking his miſtreſs for her extreme conde- 
ſcenſion, he haſtened to obey her commands by 
joining Alonſo and Donna Maria. They ſoon 

after arrived at the inn, where they had appointed 

to meet their dene e and after having taken 15 

proper refreſhment, ſpent the remainder of the 8 
day in e the e eee of the 
TY | 15 
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CHAP, XIV. 


| Searce and valuable fragment from Berrſmannus 
The reformers non-plus'd—Remarkable ſpeech of 
an ancient Roman ſenator—A cock and a bull- 


ſtory— Apology for female frailties and propen- 
W are told by Berrſmannus in his ſcarce 
and valuable work, entitled “ Annales Rerum 


Memorabilium,” publiſhed at Venice, anno 1517, 


impenſis heredum quondam domini Ofaviani Sceti, 


Civis Modœ tienſis, &c. that the ſenate of Rome 


being greatly alarmed at the rapid progreſs of vice 


and immorality, which began, even in the early 


ages of the commonwealth, to threaten a total de- 


pravity of manners, aſſembled together in grave 
debate upon methods of expediency for promoting 
a general reform. Among a long liſt of abuſes, 


which called for their moſt ſerious attention, none 


ſeemed to demand more the immediate animad- 
verſion of the venerable Patres Conſcripti, than 
the growing evil of conjugal infidelity; inſtances 


of which multiplied ſo faſt and daily upon them, 
that'adultery might be denominated a faſhionable 


crime: The neceſſity of checking the progreſs of 
ſo abominable and deſtructive a vice, was readily 


„ admitted 
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admitted by the whole body of reformers; but 
their worſhips were not a little puzzled and 
non- plus d, when the queſtion of ways and means, 
for carrying their virtuous reſolutions into effect, 


came to be agitated. All were unanimous in 


throwing the blame upom the ladies, except 
Lucius Manlius Acidinus, a progenitor of the 
Catos, a man univerſally reſpected for the purity of 
his manners, his venerable age, and long expe- 
rience; to all which he joined no contemptible 
knowledge of phyſic and natural philoſophy; who 
gravely riſing from his ſeat, addreſſed the virtuous 
body of legiſlators to the following effect: _ 


e Before we proceed to ſhift the odium of this 


deteſtable vice from our own ſhoulders upon thoſe 


of the weaker ſex, it will be neceſſary for us to 


dive deeper into the ſecrets of Nature, and to 


examine: carefully the hidden cauſes of things. 
"That there is, with reſpect to the appetite for pro- 
creation, a valt difference between the females of 
the brute and human ſpecies, is a point I readily 
admit: but I can by no means grant, that the 
Janſatiable longing of wamankind after a conſtant, 


nnremitted repetition of the rites of coition, argues 
Any degree of degeneracy from their primitive and 
original ſtate. To comprehend with clearneſs 


the cauſe of this obvious diſtinction between the 


pPrute and human ſpecies, we muſt firſt carefully 


analyze the localities * of rationals and irrationale, 


„ Piſtinguendum inter cunnum rationalem, et irra- 
ſiinalem are the words of Berrſmannus. See his 


whence 


] 


, CUCKOLDOM— © 119 


whence it will appear that the alledged difference 
in their actions originates from the very make of 
things. The brute, whole deſires extend no fur- 


ther than to preſent gratification, the moment ſhe 


begins to feel the znſpiring itch, proceeds imme- 
diately to the natural means of allaying it, and ſuf- 
fering no reſtraint.from cuſtom nor education, has 


no occaſion to ſtruggle. with her ſaid feelings; ſo 
that they are no ſooner accommodated, than. all 


recollection of former wants is loſt, Hence ſhe is 


ſatisfied with the needfuls; and having once, con- 
ceived ſeed, contents herſelf till ſuch time as ſhe 
diſcharges it again. Womankind, on the other 
hand, being endowed with reaſon, are capable of 


_ recalling, paſt events to recollection; and as they 
are obliged to ſtruggle long with the abbve- men- 


tioned ztch, before they can allay. it, it naturally 


imprints its idea in indelible characters upon the 


mind, and requires likewiſe a greater proportion of 
cooling medicines. to ſubdue its Heat; tor. which 
very reaſon we. find that Nature. has made a wide 
difference in the formation of the parts, which are 

on theſe occaſtons called forth into action. On 
examining the conſtruction of the womb, you will 
find it admirably adapted to the purpoſes of conſtant 
practice and repetition +, inaſmuch as it is furniſhed | 
with a double channel & * K A * * * * * * ** 
* * * * * * * *, and the pleaſure therefore loſs 


+ Prz beſtiis aliam vaſorum ſperma ejaculantium 
conformationem adeptus eſt, ut ſcilicet bifurcata, una 


parte ad fundum, altera ad uteri cervicem in gravidis 


profundere ſemen poſſit. 
„ | nothing 
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"ting of its poignancy and hl, even during 


the period of pregnancy. 


And this continued Ae s the very 


reaſon why the brutes never long for coition, ex- 
cept at ſuch times when they have a deſire to be- 
come pregnant : this is the reaſon why ohe bull 


is ſufficient for twenty cows : - they are brutes, and, 
zs ſuch, underſtand not the dodtrine of SUPER. 
: FOETATION ! . 


Convinced by this grave and; ſenſible harangue 
of the impracticability of accompliſhing their 


object, the Patres Conſcripti immediately put an 


end to their debate upon the ſubject of ways and 


means, leaving the taſk to be more happily at- 
chieved by modern Iltem- builder and reform- : 


| ers. 


Now whatever may ultimately be the ſucceſs 
by the pious labours of the preſent generation of 


reformers, it unfortunately happened that at Donna 


| Maria's time, the College of Anti-Adulterians 
found the abolition of cuckoldom a taſk as difi- 
cult and impracticable as it. appeared to the 
worthy Patres Cunſcripti in the age of Acidinus. 
Hence it follows, that if Donna Maria ſuffered 
herſelf to be carried away with the ſtream of fa- 


| ſhion, habit and inclination, the blame cannot be 


imputed to any perverſeneſs of diſpoſition in tùhle 
'tady, but ſolely to the ill-ſucceſs of the reformers 


ol that day, and the critical predicament of the 
above-mentioned phy/ical localities. She had ſuſ- 
\ tained many a long and painful ſtruggle with the 

itehings of nature, before ſhe ſurrendered herſelf 
to Don F ranciſes, alias Donna Pentiſilea, in 1155 
L if 
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firſt inſtance ͤ, and memory had imprinted the 
recollection of paſt feelings, (to make uſe of the 
words of Acidinus) in indelible characters upon 


her mind. This being the caſe, and as firſt im- 
preſſions are generally allowed to be the ſtrongeſt, 


we need not wonder if her paſſion for Franciſco, 
ſeconded by ſuch a fortunate combination of cir- 
cumſtances, as already recorded, ſoon {ſwallowed 
up, like Aaron's ſerpent, all other conſiderations, 
and among the reſt, the ſmall remains of regard 


the had for Fernando, 


dee page 93. 


HAP. 
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CHAP, XV. 


A digreſſion on the ſubject of digreſions—Soft beds, 
but no , eke fe ſent on a wild-gooſe 
chace—Prelibation of happineſs The ſcrutiny— 

A ſpecimen of modern poetry The plot — Ride 
to Horn Fair Fernando caught vp into the 


mird heaven. 


As well might a man attempt to make 
bricks without ſtraw, as pretend to compoſe 2 
work of this nature without frequent and conti- 
nual digreſſion. The reaſon of this is plain and 
obvious; for which cauſe we deem it needleſs to 
apologize to the reader for the preceding chapter; 
the utility of which, cannot fail of ſtriking him at 
firſt ſight, or he is, ſaving offence, more hood- 
winked and purblind, if poſſible, than the Iriſh- 
man, who complained of his inability to diſcover 
the wood for the number of trees that compoſed 
it. However decried by ſome authors, digreſſions, 

if well managed, form the quinteſſence of a work; 
and hence we arrogate not a little merit to our- 
ſelves for the pains we have taken to accommodate 
the reader, by preſenting him this precious elixir 
ready prepared, ſecundum artem, without putting 
him to the trouble of brewing and diſtilling i 
DS 355 OO himſehþ 
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himſelf. There are, indeed, ſome who affect to 
follow a different plan, and will inſiſt upon your 
telling your ſtory ſtraight forward, with the ſame 
expedition and eonciſeneſs, as my Lord's Chap- 
lain when he ſays grace over a hot dinner. But 
this is confeſſedly a grand miſtake; there being as 
much nicety, and withal as much ſpice, required 
to diſh up a ſtory properly, as there i is in dreſſing 
a calve's head for an Alderman! - 
Again, to purſue the parable we have adopted, 
if we compare our ſtory to the ſavory diſh above- 
ie mentioned, the digreſſions may not improperly be 
ſaid to perform the office of a carver, diſſecting 
every part of the head in a proper manner, and 15 
Nvich ſuch care, that when you take your feat at 
ke Four board, you have nothing to do, but eat away 
a Wis faſt as you pleaſe, and can fix upon whatever 
i- Fpart you like beſt. This is certainly at once a 
and ommodious. and ceconomical plan, as thereby 


gy 


to nuch time and labour are ſpared to the gueſts, 

ter; nd you have no reaſon to complain that the 
wo ell of the victuals, whilſt carving, takes away 
1 | | 


our appetite. | | 
ri We allow, indeed, that great care vals to be 
over ten, that your digreſſions be analogous to the 
poſed york; nay more, to that identical part of the 
ons, Work, in which they are introduced; otherwiſe 

york he whole will bear more reſemblance to an Olla 
_ out- Wodr:da, vulgarly called a Hadge podge, than to a 
10Jatt Woular and well-compounded ragout. And herein, 
elixuß fact, lies the grand art and myſtery of writing; 
Jutti> Wat all the component parts be ſo nicely ar- 
ling ged, that a regular, connected chain of 
vim{elk | dee | 
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dependance be kept up throughout the whole; of 
which we flatter ourſelves we have given many 
_ admirable inſtances in the courſe of this delectable 

and highly intereſting work, to which we now 


return from our preſent digreflion. Ps 
Though our company had no reaſon to com- 
Plain of their accommodations at 'Toledo, being 

_ quartered at an inn where beds and every other 
article of convenience, or even luxury, were to be 
had in abundance, they paſſed the night far leſs 
to their ſatisfaction than at Carcuella. Ihe charms 
of Pentiſilea had ſo entirely captivated the heart of 
Don Fernando, that he found little or no pleaſure 

in lying with his wife; whilſt Donna Maria, 
more than ever in love with Franciſco, longed 
eagerly for a repetition of thoſe joys which ſhe had 
experienced in the arms of her lover the preceding 
night. Franciſco, on his ſide, burned with equal 
fury for Donna Maria; and the violence of his 
paſſion entirely precluding all hopes of repoſe, his 


Wanton imagination was buſily employed in re- 


acting the late amorous adventure, which took 
place between his miſtreſs and himſelf. Full of 
the pleaſing idea, and firmly fixed upon exerting 

his utmoſt ingenuity and addreſs to procure the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of his wiſhes, as likewiſe 


5 juftly dreading the danger which muſt infallivly 


attend the procraſtination of his deſigns, he aroſe 
betimes, and pretending a flight indiſpoſition, 
which a morning's walk, he obſerved, would pro- 
bably diſpel, improved the opportunity with which 


this pretext furniſhed him, for concerting the pre- 
paratory ſteps and meaſures with Alonſo. ; . ; 
Ts e . | 8 falt WW. | 
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they returned to the inn, where the reſt of the 
ee their arrival to breakfaſt. 


ernando was almoſt inconſolable, when 
he heard of Pentiſilea's indiſpoſition, and would 


infallibly, by his anxious ſolicitude and aſſiduous 


attention, have entirely defeated the ſchemes and 
ſtratagems of Alonſo, had not the latter, after man 
fruitleſs attempts to draw him off from Pentiſilea, 
at length happily ſucceeded, by ſending him in pu- 
ſuit of a wild duck, for which his fair patient pre- 


tended an extraordinary predilection. Fernando's 


back wag no ſooner turned, than Pentiſilea, whom 
we ſhall in future ſtile Franciſco, haſtened i to 


acquaint Donna Maria with the arrangements 


made between Alonſo and himſelf; which meet- 


ing with the entire approbation of his miſtreſs, 
our lovers were ſo elated with joy, that they could 
not await the tardy approach of night, but tip- 


ping Alonſo the wink to withdraw, proceeded in- 


continently to what divines would term a preli- 

bation of happineſs! Franciſco's motive in this 
act of anticipation, was not ſo much his own im- 
mediate gratification, as the wiſh to raiſe the paſ- 


ſions of his miſtreſs to ſuch a pitch, as to put a 


non-compliance with his projected ſchemes totally 


out of her power. 


_ Meanwhile that Franciſco was employing his WI 
| beſt rhetoric with Dos Maria, Alonſo explored 


faithful ſquire, well aware how clofely his own _ 
intereſt was connected with the amorous purſuits 

of his patron, made no difficulty in taking upon 
himſelf the management of the intrigue ; and the 
whole plan of operations being finally agreed upon, 
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| the kitchen and offices of the inn, in queſt of a 
proper aſſiſtant or ſecond in the drama he was 


preparing to act; examining, for that purpoſe, all 
the female ſervants of the houſe with the moſt 


ſcrutinizing eye. But whether the ſervant maids 


are more virtuous in Toledo than in other cities of 


Spain, or whether Alonſo's talent in reading phy- 
ſiognomies deceived him in the preſent inſtance, 
he could meet with none that ſeemed likely to 
anſwer his deſigns, and began already to deſpair of 
ſucceſs, when chance led him to the ſtable-yard, 


| where he obſerved with ſurpriſe a pretty jolly, 
though not very young, wench, liſtening 1 


| evident marks of fatisfaction and pleaſure to the 


coarſe voice of a booby of a hoſtler, that was rub- 


bing down a beautiful ftone-horſe. Alonſo felt 


his curioſity excited, and not doubting, from the 


giggling of the girl, but the words of the ſong 


muſt poſſeſs ſufficient intereſt to atone for the 
coarſe manner in which they were ſung, he ad- 
vanced a few paces nearer, and without being per- 


ceived by either party, could plainly diſtinguiſh 


cvery ſyllable of the Oſtler's Sonnet, which he 
ran over three or four times, to the following 


effect: 55 5 | 


5 I. 

Whilſt on downy couch recumbent, 
Legs extended wide, and bum-bent, 
Gently ſlumbering Celia lay; 
Cupid drew his bow at venture, 

: Si to Celia's gaping centre, 
UDrg'd th' unerring ſhaft its way! 


* 


ening with 


. „„ | Full 
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Full of amorous whims and notions, 
Feels the virgin ſtrange emotions, 


Itchings never known before! 


Swift her nimble finger traces 


Certain nameleſs parts and places; 
Baut, alas! they itch'd the more! 


111. 


Led by Fate, or ſomething kinder, . 


Damon's chance it was to find her, 
__ Working at her * in vain: 
Damon flew, and in a minute, 


Whipt a certain /emething in it, 


Which at once reliev'd her pain! 


: The eagerneſs with which the wench ſwallowed 


down every word of this elegant ſonnet, at once 


convinced Alonfo: that his ſearch was at an end; 


wherefore, waiting a favourable opportunity of 


accoſting her, he opened his buſineſs with very 
tittle ceremony, backing his requeſt, however, with 
the moſt powerful of all arguments—a golden 
bribe! Nothing more was wanting to engage her 
full compliance; the ſervice expected from her be- 
ing neither of a laborious nor diſagreeable nature 
in fact, *twas no more than what ſhe had often 
been glad to do without any proſpect of pay or 
emolument. Alonſo accordingly gave her the 
neceſſary directions, with money to purchaſe a 
decent ſhift and cap, and a ſufficient quantity of 
perfumes to take off all unſavoury {mells that might 
6 7 i AE 3 _ other- 
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- otherwiſe attach to her; appointing her to meet 


him again at ten o'clock in the evening. 


Having thus adjuſted matters with the houſe- 


maid, Alonſo returned to acquaint Franciſco with 
his ſucceſs; in whoſe countenance, as well as in 


that of Donna Maria, he could read the moſt 
evident marks of perturbation and embarraſſment; 
_ owing, as he afterwards found, to their having ex- 


perienced a narrow eſcape from being caught by 


Fernando in the very act of riding, cheek by jole, 


10 Horn Fair! Fernando, it ſeems, had made 


greater haſte in procuring the wild duck than 


either of them expected; and thinking that his 


ſudden appearance would literally create in them 
an agreeable ſurpriſe, bolted in upon them, ſans 


ceremonie, in the very critical moment as the 


were preparing for a ſecond ride to Horn Fair ! 


'T'his lucky, but narrow eſcape, ſerved to CONVARCE 
both parties of the neceſſity of bringing things to a 


peedy iſſue; for which reaſon, the a- diſan Pen- 
tiſilea, in purſuance of Alonſo's advice, without 

farther loſs of time, took an opportunity of whiſ- 
pering in Fernando's ear, © that the many proofs 
.of attachment and regard which he had manifeſted 


for her, had inſpired her with mutual ſentiments of 
. affection and eſteem. That ſhe had not been 


able to fleep all night on his account; and pro- 
vided ſhe could but deviſe any feaſible method 


of bringing matters about, without being dil- 


covered, would take the earlieſt opportunity of 
_ rewatding, in a ſuitable manner, his ſincerity and 


Ls 


Fernando 
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Fernando liſtened to this declaration like one 
entranced, and hardly could have manifeſted 
greater ſymptoms of rapture and aſtoniſhment, 
had he actually been caught up into the third 

heaven! The moſt extravagant actions and ex- 
preſſions were made uſe of to teſtify the magnitude 
of his obligktions, which he carried to ſuch a 
ridiculous exceſs, that the pretended Pentiſilea 
was frequently in great danger of betraying her- 

ſelf by immoderate fits of laughter, To prevent, 

| therefore, ſuch woetul conſequences, ſhe very 

| judiciouſly cut him ſhort, by deſiring him to con- 

duct himſelf with greater prudence and circum- 

l ſpection; adding, with the moſt languithing air 

; and tone of voice, «that his obedience to her com 

ry mands ſhould be rewarded that very night. That 

t 

E 

2 


he had only to come to her apartment preciſely at 
eleven, when he would find the chamber door left 
| purpolely a jar, and might let himſelf in. But 


continued ſhe—you muſt promiſe me, upon the 
it word and honour of a gentleman, that you will ob- 
. ſerve, the whole time, the moſt ſcrupulous and in- 
8 violable ſilence, for fear of conſequences: you 
a muſt likewiſe conſent to bring no light with you, 
of and to depart the moment it begins to dawn. On 
a theſe, and no other conditions, I promiſe you the 
J. enjoyment of my perſon.“ 5 12 5 . g 5 5 
od Had Pentiſilea required a promiſe of Fernando 
= to fight a hoſt of cannibals in her ſervice, there is 
of little room to doubt but he would have readily en- 
ad gaged himſelf by oath to atchieve the enterprize z 

ED we therefore hardly need add, that he joyfully ac- 
"YE or M3 quieſced. 
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duieſced in the eaſy terms propoſed by his miſtreſs. 
The only difficulty he had now left, was to await 
with patience the allotted hour of aflignation, 
which we are bold to ſay, proved one of the 
hardeſt taſks he ever had occaſion to practiſe. 
Utterly at a loſs what to do with himſelf, he re- 
_ paired early to bed, where we will leave him for 
the preſent to count the lazy minutes that retarded _ 
bis approaching interview with Pentiſile. 


0 
„ wu 
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Whimſical metamorphoſis of a houſemaid into 4 


ber inſtructions, waited upon Alonſo, who con- 
ducted her to the chamber. which had been appro- 


Madam had not neglected to rig herfelf out to 
what ſhe conceived the utmoſt advantage; and 


lenge the gaudieſt doll that ever graced the fair of 
Saint Bartholomew. Eſſences and perfumes were 
ſcattered in vaſt profuſion over every part of her 
dreſs, fo that a blind man might eaſily have traced 
bands had ſhe contrived to tag to her head-dreſs, 


ſmall ſhare of trouble in aſſiſting to diſencumber her 
of her trappings; for which he, however, very 


| it is preſumed, actuated by much the ſame kind of 


| CVCKOLDOM, 
CHAP, XVI. 


fine lady—The itaff of life, or food for every 
_ palate—Fhe middle piece—View of the promiſed 
| e from Mount Piſgah - Whim of the momen 
Intermixture of ſoul and body—Pleaſures of 
imagination The cataſtrophe. e. 


AT ten o'clock the houſemaid, agreeable to 
priated for the reception of his pretended niece. 


certainly, with reſpect to tinery, ſhe might chal- 


her out by the ſcent; and ſuch a quantity of rib- 


that ſhe appeared at a diſtance not unlike the fiery 
train of a comet, Hence Alonſo experienced no 


wiſely took care to repay himſelf in the manner. 
beſt ſuited to the exiſting circumſtances ; being, 


ſpirit as we may ſuppoſe influenced his worthy 
A LO | | 


is 


"Tis remarked by; a certain author, whoſe name 


| 1 1 cannot immediately recollect, that there is but 


one diſh in all the catalogue if Nature's bounties, 


Which F ortune holds out t equally to the Shepherd 


: and the Prince, the Monarch and the Slave: one 


diſh which is ſuited to every man's palate, and | 


every man's pocket ; becauſe it requires no drefling 
to render it eatable ; no ſpices to give it a reliſh 3 


the leſs dreſs, therefore, and obſtacles there? are to 
impede your paſſage, and prevent e getting 
neſt ſilk that 


fingers? Can all the 


bdut is ever beſt in its natural ſtate, and loſes no- 
thing of its ſubſtance by being enjoyed. Here is 
cut and come again! here is plenty for the 


keeneſt ſtomach, and food for the ee pi „ 


eien! 25 
Now this precious ad dainty diſh, we hardly 
need inform our readers, is WOMAN Lovely 


woman! and the richneſs of the banquet ſhe. 


affords to man depends, if juſtly conſidered, as 


little upon the dreſs of the fair creature, as the 
taſte of an oyſter does On the dae e of the- 


hell- . ROE-bs | ts 


„ Within hs teten lies, 
Far off removed from yulgar eyes 


eri within, the better. Can the 
ever graced the looms of Perſia, compare with the 
Soll ſmoothneſs of the marble thigh ? Can all the 

ms in rich Golconda's mine regale the raviſhed 
eye, like the ſwelling boſom that alternately courts 


and ſhrinks from the touch of your enamoured 
glories of Nature put to- 


gether, vie e-with that r phænomenon, 
: 5 the 
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the leis o y a fOr S 


to yourfelf for a moment a beauteous 2 


| looſe and unattired, extended at full length upo 


downy couch, with all her hidden charms m if; 


EE NS to pour cnraptured fight, and then | 


Say, whilſt you view the glorious ſeene, 
Can any thing delight ſo, 1 

As does that ſpot that lies between 
Her left toe and her right toe yy 


Alonſo beholding his accomplice i in the ſi ituation 55 — 
above deſcribed, forgot for a moment her rea! 


condition, and doing that which few of the youth- 
ful part of my readers would have neglected to do 
2 caſe, und to his ſatisfaction that many a 

in a ſimilar predicament, might have 


85 him leſs pleaſure. Having accompliſhed 


2 of the buſineſs, he very politely wiſhed 
night, and putting out the candle, left 
r de open to his ſucceſſor, our worthy knight = 


Ki champion, Don Fernando. 


That faithful lover, punctual as F ather Time 5 


hümſelf, no ſooner heard the welcome ſound of 


eleven, than he poſted incontinently to the ap- 
pointed place of rendezvous; obſerving his pro- 
miſe of inviolable ſecreſy with the moſt ſerupulous 
exactneſs. Spurred on by fierce, ungovernable 
deſire, which admitted not of a moment's heſi- 
tation or delay, and prevented by the obſcurity of 


the night from ſcrutinizing into matters, it is 


not to be wondered at, if he readily gave into the 
deception, and miſtaking the perſon of his bed- 


low tor the identical Pentililca, - fell to work 
. 5 with 12 5 
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with as keen an appetite as though be bad been 
a aqually encircled in the arms of his miſtreſs, 
Mlaadam, on her ſide, neglected not to repay his 
loving hugs with intereſt ; willing to make the 
experiment how far the careſſes of a gentleman 


this reſpect ſhe found her expectations anſwered, 
there is no ſaying whether a lady is ever com- 
I proverb very juſtly oblerves 3 1 


15 85 « « Gallus gallinis terquinis ſuffcit unus, 
t NON quingue viri {uſficiunt mulieri“! * 


fd 


to do, whilſt he waited in expectation of his preſent 
.. tete-a-tete:; and as happineſs, according to cer- 


continued ignorant of the deception put upon him, 


this ſide of eternity! Every enjoyment has its 


* 
>. 


& cheering light of day. The cock's ſhrill clarion 


9 
LS 4 i 


* One bock fer ves altre hens, or more, 
But woman tairly aſks a ſcore! 


4 might ſurpaſs thoſe of a ſtable-boy. Whether in 
or not, we are not authoriſed to divulge z indeed 


pletely ſatisfied on theſe occaſions; Tor as the 


= . 111 is "preſumed, den wen that F N Good | 
— | the hours fly ſwifter than they probably appeared 


= tain philoſophers, is entirely a matter of opinion, 
= we map venture to infer, that his raptures loſt 
little of their poignancy and zeſt, as long as he 


which the darkneſs of the night greatly befriended, 
= But permanent felicity i is not ordained for man on 


_ + preſcribed and ſtated limits, and the ſhadows of 
the darkeſt night muſt fly at length before the 


proclaimed the approach of morn. F ernando, 
74 mr h, exerting. himſelf in the held of 


Ven 
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Vous, had juſt dropped into a gentle 1 but 


awaking at the ſound, and turning round to his 
companion, he beheld, inſtead of Pentiſilea, in 
whole arms he had fancied himſelf encircled, the . 
coarſe, diſguſting features of a homely, ill- favoured | 
wench, whoſe wrinkled forehead chilled his heart 

with greater horror than he would have experienced 

in contemplating the ghaſtly viſage of Meduſa. 
Rage ſucceeding now to love, he was almoſt 
| tempted to revenge the impoſition with her blood; 
bat the natural regard he entertained for the for. £ 
reſtraining his arm, he rather choſe to make his 


| eſcape. But as «misfortunes ſeldom come alone“ 


ue, 


even this ſmall conſolation was denied him; the” 
door being ſtrongly locked and bolted on the out- 


ſide; ſo that he was, to all intents and purpoſes, a 
priſoner. In this emergency, Fernando had no 


other reſource left but to alarm the whole houſe; 
when, to his eternal mortification and oilgrace, 
he diſcovered that, by endeavouring to obtain a 
miſtreſs, he had loſt his wife; Donna Maria 
having improved the favourable opportunity of his 
incarceration with the houſemaid, to elope with 


her lover, Don F e the i diſant Ten- 
tiſilea. 
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